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_ of -which he was particularly devoted to 


IHE 


PRINCESS 


CLEVE 


Randeur and Gallantry never ap» 
peared In greater ſplendor 1 
France, than in the Declenſion 
of the Reign of /7exry the 
Second, To the Perſon and 
Bravery of this Prince, Nature had added 
warm lInclinations to maintain the amorous 
Fire ſhe had originally kindied in him : that 
the Paſſion he had for Diana of Poitiers, Dus. 
cheſs of Yalentinos, under which he had las 
bour'd upwards of twenty years, was ſo far . 
from being able to abate of its Violence, it 
rather ſeem'd to add Fewel to the Flame. 
He had the happineſs to excel in all thoſe 
noble Exerciſes, he judg'd might merit a place 
in his Royal Thoughts, amongſt the number 
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2 : The Princeſs of Cleve. 
Hunting, Tennis-Balls, Running at the Ring, 
and ſuch other generous Divertifements as 
might ſuit with the Honour of his Preſence. 

Their APPoNEne were ſeldom made, 
but colourably to give the King, an opportu- 
nity to-recruit his Paſſion the Duchefles Beau- 
ty had ſo many years ſince created in him. 
She ſeem'd to parallel, if not exceed, the 
fair Model of Madam de la March, her 
Daughter, then unmarried, in thoſe Graces 
Nature had been prodigal of to them both. 
The Queens Preſence ſtill ſeem'd to autho- 
riſe hers. 

This Princeſs, though ſhe had our-worn 
her youthful years, her Face yet. ſeem'd to 
retain the Ruines of a Noble Beauty. She 
was pleas'd to ſet a value on State, Magni- 
ficence, and her Pleaſures ; but to fitch only 
ſhe allow'd the Honour of her Preſence, as 
might not contribute to any diminution of ' 
her Greatneſs. She was married to the King 
when he was Duke of Orleans : 'The Dau- 
phin, his elder Brother, being then living, 
and who ſince died at 7ournon, a Prince 
whoſe Birth and Merit had defign'd him: for 
the Succeſſion of Francs the Firſt, his Royal 
Father. Mis fo 

The ambitious Humour of the Queen made 
him keep a ſtraiter Rein upon the. Govern» 
ment, He thought ſhe would not: fo far ex» 


2 preſs | 
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preſs her Reſentment of 'hjs Paſſion far the 
Ducheſs, that the Symptomgot her Jealous» 
ſie might fall under his Notice. She was 
ſo well read in the practice of Dilſimulation, 
that it was impoſlible to pierce further into 
the Cabinet of her Heart, . than ſhe was 
pleas'd to allow the Inquiſitor. , Policy ob- 
lig'd her to interpoſe the Perſon of this 
Ducheſs, that ſhe might the more eafily in- 
ſinuate her ſelf into, that of the King. 
This Prince was pleas'd to divert himſelf 
190 the | Converſation of Ladies, and not al- 
ways of thofe for whom he had a Kind- 
neſs. He was ever ready to 'wait'upon 
the Queen at the uſual Hour, they took 
the Zour , which was always honour'd 
with the preſence of the greateſt and moſt 
deſerving, 

Never was a Court furniſh'd with a fairer 
Stock of either Sex. Nature ſeem'd to have 
taken pleaſure to be moſt laviſh of her great- 
eſt Graces to the greateſt Perſons. The Prin- 
cels' Elizabeth, who had the honour to marry 
with the King of Spain, was pleas'd to ex- 
poſe to the admiration of the Court that in- 
comparable Beauty that prov'd afterwards 
ſo fatal to her. The Lady Mary Steward, 
Queen of Scorland, who being deſign'd to 
marry the Dauphin, had the honour to wear. 


the Title of the Dauphin-Queen. Nature 
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4 The Princeſs of Cleve. | 
had made her fair Model inferior in no part 
to that of the Princeſs ; ſhe receiv'd her Edu- 
cation in France, and had taken up an Ambi- 
tion from her Infancy, that (in deffits of her. 
green years) ſhe was reſolved not only to 
love, but ro underſtand. all ſuch things as 
might contribute to her Improvement. The 
Queen her Mother-in-law, and the Princeſs 
the King's Siſter, were much devoted to Mu- 
* ſick and Poetry. The veneration King Francis 
had for thoſe Sciences,was not yet extinguiſht 
in France ; and the King, who atfeed all Ex- 
erciſes of the Body, made the Court the The- 
atre he perform'd them in. But that which 
render'd it fo ſplendid, was the Preſence of 
ſo many great Princes and Perſons of Merit. 
Thoſe I ſhall preſume to name here, were 
equally its Ornament and its Admiration. 

The King of Navarre had ingroſs'd the 
greateſt Reſpect, as pretending to the great- 
eſt Rank, which, join'd to the Merit of his 
Perſon, juſtly allow'd him the Honour of it. 
He was ſo great a General, that the Duke of 
Guiſe had an ambition to ſerve under him 1n 
the Quality of a Private Volunteer. *Tis 
truth, the Duke had given ſo great Proofs of 
his Valour and Conduct, that there was not 
a great Captain that could allow his Merit 
its due Character without Envy. Hts Cou> 


rage was bound up with other great VI 
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he'had a Soul as brave as generous, and a Ca- 
pacity ſo great, as if Nature had fitted him 
tam Marti quam Mercurio, either for War or 
Counſel. The Cardinal of Lorain, his Bro- 
ther, brought into the World fo inſatiable 
an Ambition with him, he ſeem'd to have a 
Deſign wholly to ingroſs her to himſelf. Na- 
ture had added to it, for its advantage, a 
Tongue whoſe Eloquence was made up of 
Charms. His Studies and Sedulity had fur- 
niſht him with a ſtupendous Stock of Learn- 
ing, which he was not wanting/on all occa» 
ſions to'imploy 1n the defence of the Church. 
The Chevalier of Guiſe, afterwards called 
the Grand Prior, was a Prince whoſe Afﬀabi- 
lity and Sweetneſs had juſtly purchas'd him 
the reſpe& of all that had the happineſs to 
know him. The Prince of Conde, under the 
ſmall Dimenſion Nature had molded him, 
by which ſhe teſtified the little regard ſhe 
had for his Perſon, had a Soul as haughty as 
great ; and the briskneſs of his Wit had am-» 
ply ſupply'd Natures unkind uſage ; which 
could not, with all her envy, rob him of the 
Honour that was due to his Merit and Qua- 
lity. The Duke of Nevers, who had ren- 
dred his Age venerable by the Honour of his 
Actions. Theſe compos'd the Nobler part of 
the glorious Train of the Court : He had 

three Sans as equally as nobly accompliſhe ; 
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the ſerond was-ca[Fd the Prince of Cleve; 
 Gentleman'thattruly teſery'd:to ſupport the 
Greatneſs of his Family; he was as good. as 
great, and he had ſo large a ſtock. of Prudence 
and Diſcretion, ſuch as Nature {eldom lo 

in green Heads, -The: Viſcount of -Chartres, 
deſcended trom the Illuſtrious Family of Yew- 
dome ( whoſe Namethe Princes of-the Blood 
think no diſhonour to wear)preſum'd to ſhare 
in their'Gallantry with them ::He was anferis 
our tq none, either-in his Perſon or: his Cous 
rage, 'or any ether rich Endowmenttithat can 
render a Gentleman truly Noble:by which 
he had purchas'd himſelf fo great an eſteem 
in the Court, that'they thought he might 
deſerve the Honour (if any Man-might pre- 
ſame-to it) of having his'Merit thrown into 
the Ballance with that of the Duke of Ne-+ 
»owufs. This Prince ſeem'd to have been-the 
chief Work of Nature; that which was the 
leaſt to be admir'd in him was his Perſon, 
than'which the World could not-progduce a 
nobler. That which lodg'd him above the 
conimon Sphere of others, was not only his 
Courage, which had not its equal, but the 
ſweet Harmony that was obſerv'd in all his 
other Vertues ; they ſeem'd tohave conſpur'd 
rogether to render him the Worlds Wonder. 
The ſweetneſs of his Converſe made him t> 
qually the Ambition oof both Sexes; and he 
4. Was 
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was pleas'd to expreſs that Majeſty 1n all his 
Exerciſes, that it ſtill purchas'd him the ad- 
miration of his Beholders.. The Galety of his 
Habit had-made him the Mode of the Court, 
though all his Followers had the misfortune 
to fall ſhort of their Pattern. In fine, there 
was that contexture of Worth and Honour 
in the rich Frame, that whereſoever he came, 
he had the happineſs to ingroſs to himſelf 
the Reſpe& of the whole Company. There 
was nota Lady in the Court whoſe Coynels 
would not abate upon his approach ; neither 
was there any could boaſt her Heart proof 
againſt his Charms ; and as few that could 
torbear to diſcover a Paſſion for him, though 
he had not the Inclination to interchange 
the Flame, | He had fo great a Paſſion for 
Honour, - he thought the greateſt Toils the 
nobleſt Steps to mount up to her. He had 
his choice of Miſtreſles, but only a Prophet 
could divine which of them had the happy 
fate to entertain his Heart. He was often 
obſerv'd to make his Viſits to the Dauphin» 
Queen. The Beauty of this Princeſs, the 
Sweetneſs of her Diſpoſition, and the Indu- 
{try ſhe ſeem'd: to uſe go keep up the Honour 
and Eſteem the Court. had for her, join'd 
with the Reſpe&t ſhe; was pleas'd to ſhew 
this Prince, ' gave a ſuſpicion to ſome, that 
he mighr as well love as admire ſo deſer- 
. F B 4 ving 
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ving a'Lady. The Duke of -Gauiſe, whoſe 
Niece ſhe was, had fo far advanc'd the Repu- 
tation of his Family by the Honour of this 
Match, that his Ambition prompted him to 
rival it with the Princes of the Blood, and 
ſhare in the Power and Authority of the 
Conſtable Montmorency. The Management 
of great Afairs the King left tro the Condu@ 
of the Conſtable, and was pleas'd to treat 
the Duke of Guiſe and the Marſhal of St. An- 
areas his Favourites ; but as for that Grace 
and Favour they were to expe& from his 
RoyalBounty, he never granted them with 
-*that pleaſure and content, as when they came 
recommended from the Ducheſs of Yalenti- 
is ; and notwithſtanding Age had robb'd 
her of her Youth, which ſhould maintain 
the Charms that firſt captivated him, ſhe yet 
retain 'd that abſolute Empire over his Heart, 
ſhe might till be ſaid to be Miſtreis both of 
his Royal Perſon and his Fortune. 

The King had ſo great a kindneſs for the 
Conſtable, -that the firſt moment of his 
Reign enlarg'd him from that Exile to which 
Francis the Firſt had condemn'd him. The 


- . Court was divided between the Duke of  - 

-Guiſe and the Conſtable, who was ſupported 
by the Princes of the Blood : Both' Parties 
made it their ambition to purchaſe an Inte» 
reſt in the Ducheſs of Yaſentinois. The o__ 
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" of Aumale, Brother to the Duke of Guiſe,had 

. married one of her Daughters, the Conſta- 
ble ſeem'd to aſpire at the ſame Alliance, He 
was not ſatisfied that his eldeſt Son had mar- 
ried Madam Dana, the King's Daughter by 
a Lady of Piedmont, who had no ſooner diſ- 
burthen'd her ſelf of that mutual Pledge be- 
tween his Majeſty and her, but was pleas'd 
to retire into a Cloiſter, This Marriage meets 
with ſeveral Difficulties,occafioned by a Pro- 
miſe Monſieur Montmorency had made to Ma- 
dam de Piennes, one of her Majeſties Maids 
of Honour. And notwithſtanding the King 
was pleas'd to carry himſelt with an Indiffe. 
rency between them, the Conſtable thought 
himſelf not ſufficiently propp'd wichout the 
favour of the Ducheſs, whereby he might di- 
vide the Intereſt the Houſe of Guiſe ſeem'd 
by that Alliance to ingrols to it ſelf. Their 
Greatneſs had already given ſome diſquiet 
and uneaſineſs to her; ſhe endeavour'd to 
retard the Dauphin's Marriage with the 
Queen of Scotland. The Beauty and Diſcre- 
tion,of this young Queen, with the advan- 
_ tage this Match muſt give the Family of 
Guiſe, ſhe knew not how to reliſh : She had 
an inveteracy for the Cardinal of Loraiz,who 
had taken the liberty to diſcourſe her ina 
Diale& ſhe could by no means underſtand, 
by which ſhe perceiv'd he had poſleſs'd the 
wo ©, a! Queen 
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Queen to her diſadvantage. By this the Con» 
ſtable diſcoyer'd a Diſpoſition in her, which 
gave him an opportunity of making an Alli- 
ance by a Marriage of Madam /a March her 
Daughter with Monſieur d' Avvile his fe- 
cond Son, who ſucceeded him in his Govern- 

ment under Charles the Ninth. The Conſta» 
ble hop'd he ſhould not meet the ſame Re- 


mora m his ſecond, he had unhappily found | 


in his eldeſt; but, alas! he was miſtaken : 
The Duke 4 Anvilc was paſſionately in love 
with the Dauphin-Queen ; but. what. 

he might have that ſhe would vouchſafe to 
entertain the Flame, outſoar'd the, Canſta- 
ble's apprehenlion. The Marſhal of St: Andre 
was the only Perſon in the Court thatſeem'd 
to lean to. neither fide : He was a Favourite 
whoſe Intereft ſeldom regarded any: thing 
above his own advantage. The King lov'd 
him from the time he was Dauphinzand-fince 
he has been pleas'd to make him a Marſhal 
of France, in an Age fo raw, -it could:ſcarce 
intitle another to the meaneſt Dignity. ..The 
Kings Favour gave hima great Luſtre,which 
he was not. wanting to improve on all occa- 
ſions, to endear both his Merit and'his Per- 
ſoa; which he had the happineſs to-do, un- 
der. the advantages of a ſplendid Table, to 
which his Majeſty was a conſtant Gueſt ; the 
richneſs of his Furniture, and gaiety of his 
— Equipage, 
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Equipape, to the ſplendor whereof his Max 
br eu Royal Bounty was ever contributary. 
This Prince would paſſionately eſpouſe the 
Intereſt of thoſe he lov'd : And notwith- 
ſanding he was not enrich'd with the nos 
bleſt Qualities, he was not yet barren in them 
all, As he was a great Lover of Arms, he 
was no Novice in them ; Fortune {till waited 
on him with Succeſs, and barring the Bartel 
of St. Qriytine, his Reign was no other thag 
a-continued Series of Victory. By his Perſo- 
nal Courage he ſhared in the Honour of the 
Battel of  Renty, Piedmont ſubmitted to his 
Arms; t0 which he added the greateſt luſtre 
in chaſing the Engliſh out of France. 

-. The Emperor Charles the Fifth found a 
Decleaſton in his Fortune at the Siege . of 
Metz, before which he brought the Strength. 
both of the Empire and Spaze: But the Dif 
grace he receiv'd at St. (Zuintzac had put 10 
great a ſtop to his glorious Career, he was 
inforc'd to ſuffer his Rival no ſhare his Fory 
tune with him, and treat a-Peace, 

-- [The Ducheſs  Dowager of Lorain had 
made. the firſt Qyerture at the Dauphin's 
Marriape, ſince which there has been held a 
&cret Negotiation. In fine, Cercan in Artos 
was'the Place/appointed forthe Treaty. The 
Catdibal of Zorain, the Conſtable of Mont- 


mortncy, and the Marſhal of St. 4udre, were 


Pleni- 
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Plenipotentiaries for the King ; the Duke of 
Alva, and the Prince of Orange, for' Philip 
the Second ; the Duke and Ducheſs of O7/e- 
ans were the Mediators. The principal Ar- 
ticles were, the Marriage of the Princeſs'#/7- 
zabeth of France with Don Carlos the Infanta 
of Spaix, and his Majeſties Siſter with the 
Monfieur of Savoy. 24 
The King, during the Treaty, continued 
. upon the Frontiers, where he receiv'd the firſt 
News of the Death of Queen Mary of "Eng- 
land. His Majeſty forthwith diſpatch'd the 
Earl of Raxdan to Queen Elizabeth, to con- 
gratulate with her Majeſty her Aſſumption 
ro the Crown ; ſhereceiv'd him honourably : 
her Afairs were in ſo ill a poſture at that 
time,ſhe was not a little ſatisfied that ſo great 
a Prince was pleas'd to pay his firſt Reſpes 
to her. The Court difcours'd ſhe was well 
read in the Intereſt of the Court of Frazce, 
and the Merit of thoſe that had the honour 
to compoſe it.- But for none ſhe ſeem'd toex- 
preſs ſo great a value, as'the Duke of 'Ne- 
mours ; ſhe was pleas'd to ſpeak with that Ho- 
nour of this Prince, that'the Ambaſlador ap: 
on his return took the liberty to declare,” he 
thought no Perſon more valuable in her &- 
ſteem than the Duke ; and did not queſtion, 


upon his Addreſſes, the Queen might do him . . 


the Honour to entertain a Paſſion for him, 
| The 
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The King the ſame Evening communicated 
it to. the Prince, where he commanded the 
Count de Randanto give him the Relation, 
to confirm the Duke in the reſpect the Queen 
had for him ; which he was pleas'd to con- . 
clude with his Advice, not to neglect the fa- 
vourable Opportunity that ſeem'd to court 
him ro ſo much Happineſs. The Duke re- 
ceiv'd it at firſt as a piece of Raillery, till his 
Majeſty was pleas'd to undeceive him. 7f,S:r, 
(ſays the Duke) in obedience to your Majeſties 
Commands, and for your Service, I ſhall em- 
bark my ſelf upon ſo extravagant a Deſign, as 
to preſume a Princeſs (whom 1 have never yet 
had the Honour to know) ſhould admit me to 
her Royal Bed, I hope your Majeſty will be 
wie not to divulge the Vanity of the At- 
tempt, till the Succeſs may juſtifie me to the 
Publick, The King was pleas'd to give him 
his Royal Word, that he would depoſe it in 
the knowledge of no other Breaſt but the 
Conſtable's, concluding with the Duke, that 
Secreſie might facilitate the Deſign. The 
. Count advisd the Duke to take a Journey 
for England, which he refus'd, and diſpatch'd 
Monfieur Ligzero/e, a ſpritely Gentleman, 
his Favourite, to ſound the Queens Inclinati- 
ons, and to endeavour to fix ſome Obligati- 
on upon her. In the interim he takes a Jour- 
ney tor Br«xels, to give a Viſit to the _—_ 
( 
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pf Savoy, who was there with: the- of 
Spain. The death of Queen Mary gave ſeve- 


ral Difficulties to the Treaty, which-about |. 


the end of November broke up, and his Mas 
xſty return'd to Pars. at.1 

At laſt there brake forth a Beauty -1n'the 
Court, which drew all its Eyes jon her, and 
I cannot without Injuſtice. rank her amongſt 
the Indifferent, that could purchaſe ſuch.ad- 
miration in a place that was ſo richly ſtar'd. 
She was of the Family of the Viſcount ge 
Chartres, and one of the greateſt Heireſles of 
France, She had the misfortune to bury her 
Father in her Infancy, by which unhappy ac- 
cident ſhe was lett to the Guardianſhip of 
Madam de Chartres her Mother. She was a 
Lady of thoſe great Accompliſhments, that 
Fortune, Vertue, and Merit ſeem'd to have 
conſpir'd to compleat her fair Model, ' After 
her Husband's death, ſhe had for ſome years 
made her Receſs from Court. During her Re- 
tirement ſhe was not- wanting to. give: her 
Daughter an Education ſuitable to her Quali- 
ty, in which ſhe did not fo muck labour 'to 
 amprove her Perſon as her better Part,whuch 
ſhe endeavour'd to embelliſh with Vertue, 
which renders a Lady truly Noble. The ge- 
nerality of Mothers imagine it ſufhetent ito 
forbear to diſcourſe of the Vanity of Loye,leſt 


their Children ſhould be invited to Ry 
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of thePaths of Vertue. Madam de Chartres 


. "was of a:contrary opinion. \She was pleas'd 
" topaint out: Love to her Daughter.in all its 


Shapes, that ſhe might be tlie berrer able'to 
diſcern that Part of her which might be the 
moſt dangerous. She informs her of the hit- 
tle Sincerity and Candor there is in Man; 
their Devices, their Infidelity, . and the Do- 
meſtick Diſcontents Marriage often plunges 
thoſe into,that alter their Condition. On the 


other ſide ſhe declares the Happineſs and 


Tranquillity that attends a Vertuous Wife, 
and what Luſtre and Eſteem Piety in a Per- 
ſon of Birth and Beauty may purchaſe: her ; 
and concludes in acquainting' her 'with the 
difficulty to preſerve it, which cannot be bet- 
ter ſecur'd than by a diffidence in-our ſelves, 
and a ſerious application to thoſe things that 
can beſt contribute to our Happinefs, which 
is to love our Husbands, and to merit a 
Return. 

This Lady was at that time one of the 
reateſt Matches of France; and notwith- 
anding ſhe'was but in her greener years,ſhe 

wanted not her choice of Propoſals. Madam 
de Chartres, who was an ambitious Lady, 
fcarcethought the nobleſt worthy her conſis 
deration. She having now arriv'd to the fix- 
teenth year of her Age, ſhe brought her to 
Court.'The firſt that paid his Reſpect to her, 


upon 
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upon her arrival, was the Viſcount, who was 
not a little ſurpris'd, and you cannot blame 
him, at the Beauty of the fair Lady. The de- 
licacy of her Meen (in which 7ork and Lay- 
caſter ſeem'd to have contended which of the 
two ſhould be the moſt prodigal 'of his 
Charms) was the Subjett of his admiration. 

The day following the young Lady went 
toa famous /talia to purchaſe a Set of Jew- 
els. This Gentleman came along with the 

2n from Florence, and he had rais'd him- 
ſel tothat prodigious Wealth by his Induſtry, 
that his Houſe appear'd rather to be the Pa- 
lace of a Prince, than the Being of a Mer- 
chant. When ſhe was there, in comes'the 


| P | Prince of Cleve: He was fo tranſported at the 


ſight of this young Lady, that he could not 
diſſemble his ſurpriſe. Madam de Chartres 
could not forbear to anſwer the Princes dil- 
compoſure with a Bluſh ; after ſhe had a lit- 
tle compos'd her ſelf, ſhe pays her Civility to 
the Prince, ſuitable to the CharaQter ſhe ap- 
rehended he might bear. The Prince be- 

- held her with admiration; but he was not 
able to judge who this Lady ſhould be, having 
never had the honour to ſee her before. | He 
perceived by her Perſon, and the numerous 
Retinue that waited on her, that ſhe muſt be 
of eminent Quality. Her Youth perſwaded 
him ſhe might be a Maid, bur ſeeing no = 
| encr 
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ther with her, and the 7talian giving her the 
Title of Madam, he knew not what to think. 
She ſeem'd to receive his Addreſſes with a 
diſorder more than uſual with young Ladies, 
who take no ſmall Vanity in the Impreſſion 
their Beauty may haply make upon a Stran- 
ger. ThePrince's Applications to her,.gave 
her ſome impatience to retire; which ſhe 
ſuddenly did. Monſieur Ae Cleve was pleas'd, 
notwithſtanding her abſence, to ſolace: him 
ſelt with the hopes to have the happineſs to 
retrieve her again,when he ſhould know who 
ſhe was : But upon the Queſtion put to the 
Ttalian, he could receive no ſatisfaction. He 
was notwithſtanding ſo ſtrangely captivated 
with her Beauty, and that Grace and Sweet- 
neſs that attended it. that from that moment 
he entertain'd a Paſlion tor her that was not 
ordinary. In the Evening he went to kiſs 
the Hands of his Majeſty's Siſter. 

The Princeſs was a Lady of great value, 
for the Intereſt ſhe had in the King, which 
was ſo powerful with him, that his Majeſty, 
upon the Peace, was pleas'd to reſtore Pied- 
mont to the Duke of Savoy tor her ſake. And 
notwithſtanding ſhe had a diſpoſition to 
marry, yet her Ambition would never ſtoop 
to any thing below a Sovereign ; which was 
the reaſon ſhe refus'd the King of Navarre, 
when he was Duke of Yendome, The Inter- 
C view 
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view at Nice, between Francis the Firſt and 
Paul the Third, gave birth to her Inclinari- 
ons for the Savoydrd ; ſhe was a Perſon of 
great Ingenuity, and a great Judge of the In- 
genous; 10 that her Apartment was the 
Theatre ot the Virtuoſo's, and the Courr 
was pleas'd to ſpend ſome Hours there tor 
its Divertiſement. 

The Prince of Cleve was of the number of 
the Viſitants: He was fo ſwell'd with the 
admiration of young Madam de Chartres, 
that he could diſcourſe upon no other Sub- 
ject. He made a publick Narrative of his 
Adventure, and could not forbear to be la- 
viſh of his Praiſes of the Lady (though 7- 
cognita.) Madam was pleas d to tell him, 
that ſhe believ'd there was no ſuch Creature 
in beiog ; tor if there were, ſhe muſt needs 
be known. Madam Damper, one of 'the 
Princcfles Ladies of Honour, and an Intimate 
of, Madam de Chartres, took the liberty to 
whitper her Highneſs in the Ear, that 1t 
might be young Madam de Chartres whom 
the Prince had feen. Madam, turning to 
the Prince, told him, if he would afford her 
his Company the day following, ſhe would 
endeavour to give him a fight of the fair 
Lady he ſeem'd to have fo great a Paſſion for. 
The next day the young Lady came; ſhe 
had fo obliging a -Reception from both 


Queens, 
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: The Princeſs of Cleve. 9 
"Queens, that it ſufficiently demonſtrated the 
value they had for her; neither were there 
wanting to attend it, both the Admiration 
and the Praiſe of the whole Court. She re- 
ceiv'd their Grace and Favour with ſo ſweet 
a Modeſty,”*twas hard to diſtinguith whether 
ſhe ſeem'd to take notice of chem or value 
them moſt. This young Lady was pleag'd to 
put her ſelf amongſt Madams Train. The 
Princeſs, after ſhe had given a fair Character 
of her Perſon, could not forbear to acquaint 
her with the Impreſſions it had made upon 
the Prince of Cleve ; ſhe had no ſooner con» 
cluded, but enters the Prince. Come hither 
(fays Madam) behold I have made good my 
Word to you ; and ſatisfie me, if in preſenting 
Madam de Chartres to you, { hav? not giuen 
you a ſight of the fair Lady you are in queſt 
of : I expect your thanks for ſhewing you a Leſ- 
fon by which you may learn the more to ad- 
mire it. 

The Prince was overjoy'd when he found 
the Lady, for whom he had ſo great a Palſlj- 
on, was of a Quality adequate with her Per- 
ſon. He made his Addreſſes to her, and hum- 
bly begg'd ſhe would vouchſfate to remem- 
ber he was the firſt that laid his Heart at her 
Feet, and before he had the happineſs to be 
known to her, he had an Honour and Reſpe& 
tor her ſuitable to her Meri. 

C 2 The 
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The Chevalier of Gaife, and the Prince, 
two Boſom-friends, took rheir leave of Ma- 
dam together. They were no ſooner out,but 
they began afreſh to lanch forth into the ad- 
miration of this fair Lady. At laſt, having 
waſted their Stock of Praiſe, they were forc'd 
to take up. The whole day following they 
gave themſelves the looſe Rein again : This 
freſh Beauty continu'd a long Subjett tor the 
Courts Diſcourſe. The Queen was pleas'd ro 
rank her ſelf amongſt the number of her Ad- 
mirers, which ſhe ſufficiently evidenc'd by 
the kindneſs ſhe was pleas'd to ſhew her. 

The Dauphin-Queen made her herFavou- 
rite, laying her Commands upon Madam de 
Chartres, her Mother, that ſhe ſhould often 
make her Viſits to her : And the Princeſles, 
the King's Daughters, to declare the Honour 
they had for her, there was not any Diver- 
tiſement they thought worthy their Royal 
Preicnce, in which they made her not a Sha- 
rer. In fine, ſhe had purchas'd all the Hearts 
of the Court, except that of Madam de YVa- 
 dentinots: Not that this young Lady gaveher 
any Jealouſie, too long an Experience had 
confirm'd her, that the was not to be ſup- 


planted. She had ſo great an 1nveteracy a- | 


gainſt the Viſcount de Chartres, that the 
with'd ſhe could intail it upon him by a Mar- 
riage with one of her Daughters. She had al 
ready 
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ready poſleſt the Queen, that ſhe could not 
look kindly upon a Perſon that bore his 
Name, nor any for whom he hada kindnels. 
The Prince became a paſſionate Admirer 
of Madam de Chartres, and purſu'd his Suit 
with all the Zeal imaginable ; but he tear'd 
the Haughtineſs of Madam de Chartres her 
Mother would never | diſpenſe with her 
Daughters Marriage with a Gentleman that 
was not the Head of his Family. This Houſe 
was yet 1o noble, that the Count 4 Eu, who 
was its Capital, had the Honour to marry 
with a Lady that was nearly related to the 
Blood Royal : ſo that this ſeem'd rather the 
timidity of Love, than any juſt Subject tor 
his Jealouſie. He had ſeveral Rivals: The 
Chevalier de Gaiſe, whoſe Birth, Merit, and 
.the Luſtre the Royal Favour gave him, ren- 
dred him the moſt conſiderable. This Prin- 
ces Heart became her Priſoner alſo at the 
farſt ſight. Theſe two had diſcover'd each 
others Paſſion. The diſtance Pretenſions of 
this nature creates in Rivals, had interrupted 

their uſual Converſation ; their Friend{hi 
began to grow chill, and they had ſcarce the 
Power to diſguiſe their ſeveral Reſentmentrs. 
The Happineſs the Prince of C/eve had to be 
her firſt Admirer, appear'd to beno ill pre- 
ſage ; it ſeem'd to give him ſome advantage 
over the reſt. The Duke was ſtrongly leagu'd 
| C 3} with 
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with the Ducheſs of Yalentinos ; ſhe was a 
mortal Enemy to the Viſcount, and this was 
a ſufficient Reaſon to divert the Duke 'of 
Nevers conſent to the Marriage of his Son 
with a Niece of his. 

Madam de Chartres, who had apply'd her 
ſelf with ſo much Zeal to infuſe Virtue into 
her Daughter, was not wanting to contrive 
it here, where it was ſo neceſſary, and where 
there were ſo many dangerous Examples. 
Ambition and Gallantry were the Soul of 
this Court; they had equally-difftus'd them- 
ſelves amongit both Sexes. There were fo 
many ſeveral Intereſts, and different Cabals, 
in which the Women bore a part, that At- 
tairs feem'd to mix with Love, and Love with 
Buſineſs. No Man muſt be impartial or in- 
difterent ; Their thoughts were-either taken 
up how to riſe, to pleaſe, to ſerve, or to of- 
tend : They knew not what it was to be dull 
or lazy: They were either diverted with Plea- 
ſures or Intrigues. The Ladies ſtudied how 
they -might rivet themſelves into the favour 
of the Queen, the Dauphin-Queen, the Queen 
of Navarre, Madam the King's Siſter, or the 
Ducheſs of Yalentinois ; their Inclinations, 
their Deportment, and their Humours made 
their Applications different. Thoſe who had 
taken leave of their Youth, to embrace an 
auſterer Retirement, made their a to 
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her Majeſty ; thoſe that had not yet diveſted 
themſelves of their airy Spritetulneſs, to the 
Dauphin-Queen. The Queen of Navarre 
wanted not her Favourites alſo; ſhe was 
young, and had a power over the King her 
Husband, whoſe Intereſt was embark'd in 
the ſame Bottom with the Conſtables,which 
gave him a Vogue. The Beauty of Madam 
the King's Siſter was a Loadſtone that had 
not loſt its Vertue ; ſhe attractcd alſo on her 
{ide her number of Admirers. The Ducheſs 
of YValentinois receiv'd none but thoſe ſhe 
thought worthy her regard ; tew were wel- 
come to her, and only fuch with whom ſhe 
could converſe with freedom and confidence, 
and who ſympathized with her Humour ; 
ſhe took a vanity to ſee her Court could in 
its Luſtre rival with the Queens. The difte- 
rent Cabals had their ſeveral Emulations and 
Envy ; neither were the Ladies that com- 
pos'd them exempted from their Jealoufies, 
either for their Love or Favour. The Intereſt 
of Greatneſs, and the ambition to riſe, fome- 
times vouchfat'd to intertere with Concerns 
of little importance, There were ſome Mo- 
tions in this Court without diſorder, which 
rendred it graceful, though dangerous to 
Youth. Madam de Chartres was fenfible of 
the peril, and made it her care to find out an 


Expedient to divert her Daughter from it. 
| C4 She 


"24 _ The Princeſs of Cleve: 


She deſir'd her, not as a Mother, but a Friend, 
that ſhe would impart to her all the little 
Gallantries ſhe could meet withal, promiſing 
her in return to aftord her her Condu@ to 
carry her through all thoſe Difficulties which 
imbarraſs Youth. 

The Chevalier of Gaiſe had ſo far divulg'd 
his Aﬀe&tion for this Lady, rhat-none could 
pretend to be ignorant of it ; but he finds the 
way to compals her was not 10 even, but there 
were ſome Rubs he might unluckily ſtumble 
at : He'was ſenſible that the narrownefs of 
his Fortune, which was not able to ſupport 
the Honour of his Quality, could not render 
hint ſo agreeable to this Lady, as the Perſons 


 . that were conſiderable; and he was farther 


conſcious to himſelf, that his Friends would 
never conſent to this Match, when they con- 
fider'd, that the Marriage of younger Bro- 
thers muſt needs debaſe great Famihes.. The 
Cardinal of Lorain ſoon took an occaſion to 
undeceive him ; he was pleas'd togxprels his 
Reſentment, and that with no little heat net- 
ther ; He would rather have been conſented 
to any other Alliance than that with the Vit- 
count ;/ and he did fo far publiſh his Antipa- 
thy againſt it, "that Madam de Chartres was 
ſenſibly offended at it. She made it her care 
to convince the Cardinal, that it was not her 
intention. The Viſcount ſollow'd her exam- 
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ple, but ſeem'd more to reſent the Cardinals 
Carriage, being ſenſible of the Cauſe. 

The Prince of Cleve was not backward to 
make known his Paſſion to the Worid,as well 
as "the Chevalier de Gare. had done "before 
him. The Duke of Nevers receiv'd the news 
of this Addreſs not without ſomerokens thar 
diſcover'd how unwelcom it was to him. He 
»thoughr to remind his Son but of his Error, 
would oblige him to alter his Inclination; bur 
he was miſtaken, his Son had fix'd ſo ſtrong 
a Reſolution upon this Match, no Admoniti- 
ons could make any Impreſſion on him: He 
condemns the Deſign, and was fo tar tran- 
ſported with paſſion at it, that his diſorder 
at laſt reach'd the knowledge of the Court, 
and amongſt the reſt,that of Madam de Char- 
tres. She doubted nut but that the Duke of 
Nevers would not think this Marriage futft- 
ciently advantageous tor his Son; bur,on the 
other ſide, ſhe could not torbear to wonder 
that the Houles of Cleve and Guiſe ſhould ra- 
ther ſeem to fear than covet her Alliance. The 
Indignation the conceiv'd at this Afront, put 
her upon a Reſolution to find out a Perſon 
that might exalt her Daughter above thoſe 
that thought her ſo much below them. After 
the had conſulted her thoughts,ſhe fixes upon 
| the Prince Dauphin, Son to the Duke of 
Montpenhier, This was a Gentleman that held 

| / One 
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one of the primeſt Ranks 1n the Court. Ma- 
dam de Chartres was a Lady of Parts ; ſhe 
was aſliſted by the Viſcount, who was a Per- 
ſon of great Abilities, and her Daughter a La» 
dy conſiderable. She manag'd her defign with 
thar dexterity and ſucceſs, and Monſieur had 
ſo far embrac'd the Motion ſhe ſeenr'd almoſt 
to have ſurmounted all its Difhculties, 

The Viſcount, knowing the power the 
Dauphin-Queen had over Monſieur ef A#- 
vile, thought ir not amiſs to employ the In- 
tereſt of that Princeſs to engage him to ſerve 
Mademoiſelle de Chartres, both with his Ma- 
zeſty and the Prince of Montpenfier, whoſe 
1ntimate Friend he was. Madam de Chartres 
imparts it to her Majeſty ; ſhe was pleas'd 
to receive it with a great deal of content and 


ſatisfa&tion, when the underſtood it would | 


contribute towards the advancement of a 
Perſon the had ſo great a kindneſs for. She 
aſlured the Viſcount, that notwithſtanding 
ſhe was ſenſible it might diſoblige the Cardi- 
nal her Uncle, ſhe was yet reiolv'd to make 
good her Royal Promiſe ; upon this juſt 
provocation, that ſhe obſerv'd the Cardinal 
ſeem'd daily to be more inclinable to the 
Intereſt of the Queen than hers. 

Perſons that are truly honourable, think 
themſelves happy in any opportunity that 
can enable them to ſerve their Friends. The 
Viſcount 
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Viſcount had no ſooner taken his leave, bur 
ſhe immediately diſpatches Monſieur Ca/te- 
lart, a Favourite of Monſieur 4 Anvile, and 
who was privy to the Paſſion he had tor her, 
to ſignific to him, that ſhe expected him thar 
night at Court. Caſte/art receiv'd her Com- 
mands with joy and retpect, This Gentle- 
man was of a good Family in the Dauphin, 
but had a Soul and Spirit too great for his 
Birth: He was well recciv'd by all the Gran- 
dees of the Court; and the intimacy that 
was between the Families of Montmorency 
and 4 Anvile had its birth from him. . He 
was a Perſon well accompliſh'd, and gracetul 
in his Actions : In Muſick and Poetry he did 
not the leaſt excel: He had a Humour 10 
ſweet and debonair, and it had 1o tar indear- 
ed him in the eſteem of Monſieur 4 Anvile, 
that he made him the Confident of his A- . 
mours between the Dauphin-Queen and him, 
This Confidence recommended him to this 
Princeſs; and here it was, by his often Vi- 
ſits, that ſhe took up that unfortunate Paſſion 
tor him, that in the end robb'd her both of 
her Reaſon and her Lite. 

Monſieur 4” 4»v4/e tgil'd not to obey her 
Majeſties CommandsgHhe thought himſelf 
happy that Madam /e Dauphin had vouch- 
ſat'd to impoſe the thing upon him he fo 
much coveted. He gave her Majelty his word 
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to ſerve her in it. Madam de YValentinozs, 
having diſcover'd the Deſign, was not want- 
ing to throw all the Rubs imaginable in the 
way. She had ſo prepoſſeſt the King, that 
when Monſieur d Anvile came to ſpeak tor 
him in it, he was pleas'd to let him unders 
ſtand how little he approv'd of it. He com» 
mands him to fignifie as much to the Prince 
of Montpen/ier. You may eafily judge how 
poor Madam de Chartres reſented this ſudden 
Rupture, whoſe unfortunate ſucceſs gave ſo 
great an advantage to her Enemies, and fo 
much prejudice to her Daughter. 

The Dauphin-Queen was pleas'd to de- 
clare to Madam de Chartres the diſcontent 
ſhe had that ſhe could not ſerve her. Tow tee 
Madam, (ſays the Queen) that my Intereſt 
but ſmall. I ſtand upon ſo ill Terms with the 
Queen and Madam Valentinois, that 7t 7s no 
wonder that either they or their Dependents 
endeavour to diſappoint all my Deſires. I have 
made it my Endeavours «to pleaſe them. Tis 
true, they hate me not for my own ſake, but my 
Mothers ; ſhe has, formerly given them ſome 
jealouſie and diſquiet. The King had his Paſſi- 
ons before he fixt thegw.on the Ducheſs of Va- 
lentinois; and in tir/t Tears of his Marris 
age, when he had no Iſſue, and notwithſtanding 
he lov'd the Ducheſs, he was almoſt reſolu'd 
to be divorc'd from the Queen, to make room 


for 
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for the Queen my Mother. Madam de Valenti- 
nois, who was jealous of a Lady whom he had 
formerly low d,whoſe Wit and Beauty were able 
to-leſſen her Favour, joins her Intereſt with 
that of the Conſtable, who never wiſh'd it ( as 
well as ſhe) that his Majeſty ſhould marry with 
the Siſter of the Duke of Guile. They poſſeſt 
bis Majeſty deceas'd with their Sentiments ; - 
and notwirhſtanding that he mortally hated 
the Ducheſs of Valentinois, and /ov'd the 
Queen, yet he labour'd with them in the pre- 
vention of the Divorce. But to divert all his 
thoughts of my Mother, they married her into 
Scotland : They did it as being neareſt a Con- 
clufion ; by which means they diſappointed the 
King of England ,who the moſt coveted it. This 
precipitation of theirs had like to have made 
a Rupture between the two Crowns. Henry the 
Eighth was unſatisfied that he was diſappoint= 
ed of the Queen my Mother, or ſome other 
French Princeſs they had propounded to him : 
He has been heard to ſay, that the Worth and 
Beauty of this Lady was ſo firmly riveted in 
his Royal Heart, the Faireſt of the Sex muſt 
deſpair ever to remove it thence, *Tis true, the 
Queen my Mother was a great, but an unfortu- 
nate Beauty ; and that which rendred it the 
more remarkable, was, That the Widow of the © 
Duke of Longuevile had been the Ambition 
of Three Crowns ; but her unhappy Pate had 
appointed 
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appointed her the meaneſt Lot. She had plac'd 
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her in a Kingdom where (he converſt with no- 
thing but Miſery and trouble. They are pleas d 
to ſay that I reſemble her, but I fear in nothing 
but her unhappy Deſtiny ; for what Good For- 
tune has prepar'd for me, I have not Faith to 
believe I ſhall enjoy. Mademoiſelle de Char- 
tres was pleas'd to reply to the Queen, That 
theſe ſad Sentiments were ill grounded, that 
ſhe muſt not too long dwell upon them, but that 
ſhe ought to hope that it would one day anſwer 
its appearances. 

No Man durſt further purſue the thoughts 
of Madam de Chartres, either fearing to in- 
cur his Majeſties Diſpleafure, or deſpairing of 
Succeſs /in the Aftair a Prince of the Blood 
had miſcarried in, The Death of the Duke 
of Nevers his Father, which immediately 
followed, gave him an intire liberty to gra- 
tific his own Inclinations; tor as ſoon as he 
could with modeſty diſpenſe with his appear- 
ance in publick, he was reſolv'd to reſign up 
all his thoughts towards the accompliſhment 
of this Marriage. He thought himlelf happy 
that he could make his Propoſals in a ſeaſon 
that had given opportunities of difincourage» 
ment to others, and ſome aſlurance to him- 
ſelf. But that which diſcompos'd his Joy, 
\ was, that he tear'd that his Perſon had not 
Merit enough to recommend him to her ; 
an 


mm 57 


mm Aa oa mw .v a xt 


The Princeſs of Cleve. 21 
and he was reſolv'd to prefer her Happineſs 
before his own. 

The Chevalier of Gaiſe 'had given him 
ſome Jealouſie ; but when he confider'd that 
it was rather grounded upon the Merit of 
that Prince, than any Action of Mademoiſe/e 
de Chartres, he reſolv'd to endeavour to dit- 
cover, if he were ſo happy but to know whe- 
ther ſhe was pleas'd to allow the Paſſion he 
had for her. He had not the happineſs to ſee 
her bur .in the Queens Apartment, or ſome 
publick Place ; fo that he tound it difficult to 
have the liberty of a tree Converſation. At 
laſt he found out the Means ; he diſcover'd to 
her his Deſign, and the Paſſion that oblig'd 
him firſt to rake it up. He preſt her to let 
| him have the happineſs to know her Senti- 
' ments of him ; aſſuring her, that thoſe he 
had for her were of that nature, they would 
render him eternally miſerable, if ſhe was 
reſolv'd wholly to reſign up her Obedience 
to, her Mothers Will, 

The young Lady had a generous Soul, ſhe 
was ſenſibly touch'd with the Paſſion of the 
Prince of Cleve: This Acknowledgment ad- 
ded fo great a Sweetneſs to her Words and 
Anſwers, that it gave him hopes, and he be- 
gan to flatter himſelt with the Succeſs he fo 
much wiſht tor. 

She gave an Account of it to her Mother : 
Madam 
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Madam de Chartres was pleas'd to tell her, 
that there was that Grandeur and Worth in 
@.. that Prince, and he demonſtrated that Pru- 
* Rdence and Diſcretion in all his Actions, that 
caſe ſhe had an Inclination for him, ſhe 
ſhould not want her Conſent. Mademoiſelle 
Ale Chartres an{wer'd her Mother, That ſhe 
was of the number of. the Admirers of his e- 
minent Qualities, that ſhe could marry him 
with leſs reluftancy than another, but con- 
teſt rhe Inclination ſhe had for him was not 
ſingular. 

The day following the Prince ſignified his 
Intentions to Madam de Chartres ; ſhe was 
pleas'd to conſent, and told him ſhe did not 
doubt but that the gave her Daughter a Huſ- 
band that would love her, when the beſtow'd 
her upon him. The Articles were concluded, 
the King acquainted, and the Match made 

. Publick. 

The Prince of C/eve thought himſelf hap- 
py, but not content ; 
that che Sentiments of Mademoiſelle de Char- 
tres were no other than the common Returns 
due to Civility and Reſpect. He had not { as 
it 1s uſual with rhe Enamour'd) the vanity to 
flatter himſelf, that ſhe might have reſerv'd 
the more obliging for a better ſeaſon. 'He 
only 
itards with her, and thinks they may juſtly 

wet 2 


it troubled him to.ſee 


conſiders the Terms upon which he 


w_ mw. 


diſpence with the liberty to diſcover them» 
without prejudice to her Modeſty. Within 
few days he finds an opportunity to acquaint 
her with his Reſentment. Us zt poſib/e ſays 
the Prince) 7 may be-once ſo happy as to be 
yours 2 At preſent I cannot preſume to think 
my ſelf ſo fortunate. Tou are pleas'd to treat 
me with a ſort of Kindneſs, it neither gives 
me ſatisfattion nor content : I cannot diſcover 
thoſe convincing Paſſions of Impatience, Dif= 
quiet, or Diſorder, to confirm a Lover's ſtag- 
gering Faith : Tou ſeem to be as inſenſ1ble of 
my Love, as you would vouchſafe his, whoſe 
Aﬀettion's only grounded upon the advantages 
of your Fortune, not your Perſon. Tou will 
think it ſome injuſtice ( replies Mademoiſelle 
de Chartres) ſhould 7 id, you now ; [ know 
wot what further Proofs you can defire to re- 
cerve, or me to,give, than thoſe I have already 
done. Methinks you ſhould believe, as well as 
1, my Modeſty ought to allow no greater. I own 
zt (lays the Prince) that you are pleas'd to 
give me ſome little Symntoms, with which 7 
could reſt ſatufied, would greater. but enſue ; 
But in lieu of thoſe, you are pleas'd to interpoſe 
a Coyneſs, which prompts you to this Cruelty : 
7 have not the happineſs to make any Impreſſi= 
on either v pon your Inclination or your Heart, 


-gnd my C ompany ſeems to be indifjerently die 


vided between your Trouble and Content. Tou 
D ought 
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ought not to queſtion it ( replies Mademoi- 
ſelle de Chartres) hoſe often Blaſhes I can- 
not hide from you, ought to be a ſufficient Evie 
dence of the value I have ſet upon it. As for 
your Biuſhes, Madam, ( ſays the Prince ) 
they ſurprize me not ; they are but Modeſties 
baſhful Diſcoverers, not the Hearts; but 1 
aſſure you, 1 ſhall preſume to take no other ad- 
vantage by them than what 1 juſtly may. 

The young Lady was non-pluſs'd, the un- 
derſtood not the diſtin&tions the Prince had 
made. Monſieur de Cleve, on the other fide, 
perceived too well how far ſhe was eſtranged 
trom any Sentiment to his ſatisfaction. His 
Paſſion was ſo unhappy, it could make no 
alteration in her. 

The Chevalier of Gaiſe return'd from a 
Journey ſome days before the Wedding ; he, 
having been made ſenſible of thoſe inſupera- 
ble difficulties that attended his Deſign upon 
Mademoiſelle de Chartres, reſolved to flatter 


himſelf no longer with the vanity of any ſuc- | 


ceſsinir; yetat the ſame time he could not 
torbear to be ſenſibly toucht to ſee her in ano- 


ther's Arms. His Regret was ſo far from ex- | 


tinguiſhing his Paſſion, it rather enflamed it 
more. Mademoiſelle de Chartres was not: 1g- 
norant of the reſpect this Prince had tor her ; 
he could not forbear at his return to let her 
know the was the unhappy Subject of his 

torment, 
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torment,though he knew ſhe was a perſon of 
that worth and honour, ſhe could not con«+ 
ſent to make him miſerable without ſome 
pity for him, which he believed ſhe could 
ſcarce avoid, though he was conſcious to 
himſelf her compaſſion could prompt him no 
other thoughts,but that he was ſo. She could 
not conceal from Madam. de Chartres her 
Mother, the trouble this Prince's Paſſion 
gave her : Madam de Chartres admired , and 
that juſtly too) the virtue of her Daughter, 
for never Lady had either a greater or a more 
natural ; but her admiration did not exceed 
her wonder, that the paſſion of the Prince of 
Eleve could make no deeper an impreſſion in 
her than others ſeem'd todo, This made 
Madam de Chartres the more zealous to en- 
dear her Huyband to her, that ſhe might 
make her /ſenfible what returns ſhe ought to 
make the afteQion he had for her,even when 
he knew her not; and to the paſſion he had 
fince' declared, in preferring her before the 
whole number of her Sex, and that when no 
other durſt harbour a thought for her. 

'» This Marriage was ſolemnized at the 
Lowore; at night, his Majeſty and the two 
Queens, attended - with the whole Court, 
were pleaſed to take a Treat from Madam 
ae Chartres.1 need not tell you, its ſplendor 
and magnificence was proportioned to the 
D 2 honour 
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honour of their Royal Gueſts. The Cheva- 
lier of Gaiſe durſt as little venture todiſtin- 
guiſh himſelf from the reſt, as not to afford 
his aſſiſtance at.the Ceremony, Bur, alas,he 
could ſo litrle diſguiſe his trouble and difor- 
der, it tell under the notice of all the Com- 
pany. | 
Monſieur de Cleve.diſcovered, that Made- 
moiſelle de Chartres had not :changed her hus. 
mour with her name. He was tenſible the 
quality -of an Husband had given him the 
greater privilege, but'not they greater place 
in his Ladies heart. This obliged him{though 
a Husband, to treat her as a Servant, for he 
ſtill ſeem'd to wiſh for ſomething beyond the 
bare enjoyment of her : ' And, though he 
ſeem'd to live perfe&tly contented, yet he 
could not think himſelt entirely;happy with 


her. The paſſion he had. for her'was ſo vio- | 
lent and troubleſome, it diſturbed his Joy; | 


though he was yet happy in this,that-his jea- 


louſie had no ſhare in his diſqutet;Never-was | 
Husband ſo far from taking, nor/Wite ſo far | 
from giving it, Notwithſtanding ſhe viſited | 
the Courts of both the Queens; and that"of | 


Madam : where, and'at her Brother: in-law's; 
the Duke of Nevers, whoſe Houſe wasthe 
general Rendezvous, ſhe was expoſed to the 


admiration of all-the brisk and noble Youths 


of the Town: She had a Meen that _ 
| er 
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her ſo great a reſpe&, and which ſeem'd ſo 
much a ſtranger to all manner of Courtſhip, 
that the Marſhal of St, Andre, who had a 

aſſion for her, ( notwithſtanding he was the 
moſt confident , and indeed the beſt propt 
with his Majeſties Grace and Favour) durſt 
not preſume to ſhew it farther than by his 
Services. Many others lay under the fame 
unhappineſs ; for Madam de Chartres had ad- 
ded to her Daughters diſcretion, ſo exact a 
conduct in all her Actions and Deportment, 
that ſhe convinc'd the Court,that that young 
Lady had a Soul ſo virtuous, it would allow 
of no il! tin{ture. - 

The Ducheſs of Lorain, as ſhe was pleaſed 
to employ her intereſt tor the concluſion of 
this Peace, ſhe was not wanting to contri- 
bute her endeavours for the advantage of her 
Son. There was a Marriage concluded be- 
tween him and Madam Claude, the King's 
ſecond Daughter, and the Month of Februa- 
ry appointed for the Nuptials. 

In the interim the Duke of Nemours ſtays 
at Bruxels, wholly taken up with his great 
deſign tor England, Diſpatches and Couri- 
ers paſs and re-paſs daily ; his hopes begin 
more and more ro ſwell upon him. In fine, 
Monſieur Lignero/es adviſes him, it was now 
time-that his preſence ſhould endeavour to 
accompliſh the thing he had ſo happily be- 
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gun : He received the News with all the joy 
a young ambitious Soul was capable of, that 
ſaw himſelt ſo nigh being handed up into a | 
Throne upon a ſingle Merit. His Heart was 
ſo immoveably fixt upon the Grandeur of 
this Fortune, that he would not as much as 
vouchtate to allow a thought towards the dit- 
ficulties that might interpoſe between it and 
him. 
 Heſends immediately to Pars his neceſla- 
| ry Orders for a ſplendid Equipage, that he 
might appear -in the Court of Eng/and in a 
luſtre ſuitable to the greatneſs of his deſign. 
Not long after he follows himſelf, that: he 
might have the honour to be þreſent at the 
Wedding of the Duke of Lorain. 

He came the day before, and. aſſoon as he 
arrived, he went to pay his reſpeQts to the 
King, to give him an account of this Aﬀeair, 
and receive his Majeſties Order and Com- 
mands how to govern himſelf in it ; tie went 
allo to wait upon her Majeſty; Madam Cleve fc 
not being there, ſhe had not the happineſs || ca 
either to ſee him or know of his arrival. Re- f V 
port ( which had been in every perſons | P! 
mouth, ſo laviſh of his praiſes, as of one || Nt 
who was the mirrour of the Court, both in | C0 
His merit and his perſon) had amongſt the | an 
reſt reach'd her Ear. Madam the Dauphin | W 
had ſpoken of him at that rate, and ſo oiten 
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to her, ſhe had enflamed the Princeſs of 
Cleve's curioſity, even toa degree of impa- 
tience to have the honour to ſee him. 

She employed the Wedding: day in dreſſing 
her felt to her advantage, that ſhe might ap- 
pear with the greater luſter at the Royal 
Ball and Banquet that was to be made that 
Night at the Louvre: When ſhe came in,the 
Company paid their uſual admiration to her 
perſon and her habit ; the Ball began, and as 
ſhe was dancing with Monſieur de Guiſe , 
there was a noiſe heard at the Door, which 
ſeem'd to make room for the entrance of 
| ſome great perſon. Madam de Cleve was juſt 
diſengaged trom the Duke of Guiſe, and was 
| caſting her Eye about the noble Company, 
where to ſingle out one to ſupply his place, 
when the King was pleaſed to oblige her to 
| take him that came in laſt ; ſhe turned upon 
him, & beheld his perſon, which at firſt ſight 
ſhe knew to'be Monſieur de Nemours; he was 
torc'd to walk over ſome Chairs before he 
came to her. This Prince was caſt in ſo fair a 
Mold, that *twas impoſſible not to be ſur- 
prized with it at the firſt ſight : The Induſtry 
he had uſed to fer himſelt forth, very much 
contributed to the gracetulneſs of his pry ; 
and *"twas as hard to look on Madam de Cleve 
without an equal admiration. 

Monſieur de Nemours was ſo ſtrangely cap- 
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tivated with her Beauty, that upon his ap- | 
proaches to her, and the return ſhe paid the | 
| reſpects he gave her, he could not forbear to 
 , ſhew {ome tokens of his admiration; a ſoft || 
murmur of praiſes ſtole through the whole | 
Company ; the King and the two Queens 
wereall ſurprized, and their wonder was not | 
ſmall, ro ſee two perſons dance with that 
grace and frankneſs together, and yet were | 
{trangers to each other. They had no ſooner | 
done, but they were called; where they were | 
pleated to ask them if they had not a reci- | 
procal ambition to knoweach other. Madam, fj | 
for my part ſays the Duke of Nemours) I am | 
fatufied ; but if Madam de Cleve finds not thoſe | 
air Marks about me, as I have diſcovered in | 
ber , to kyow her by, I beſeech your Majeſty to t 
do me the honour to inform her. I believe (ſays | 
' Madam /e Dauphin) you can divine as well as | 
he. I aſſure you, Madam ( replies Madam de | 
Cleve) who ſeew'd to be alittle diſordered, 1 | | 
am not ſo good a Prophet as you are pleaſedto | © 
think me.lou gueſs well (ſays Madam Je Dau- 
, phin' you have certainly ſome regard more than | 
ordinary for the Prince, that you are not pleaſ= | ( 
ed to acknowledge that you can gueſs as wellat | 1 
him as he has done at you. The Queen was | 1 
pleaſed to interrupt their diſcourſe for the | 1 
advantage of the Ball ; Monſieur de Nempurs | 
took our the Dauphin-Queen ; + this Princeſs } #1 
rope | was | & 
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was 2 perfect Beauty, and ſuch ſhe did appear 


in the Prince's Eye before his Journey into 
Flanders, yet for all this he could not bur al- 


\ low the whole night to the admiration of 


this Lady. 

The Chevalier of Guiſe that did yet adore 
her, ſate at her Feet ; there was not the leaſt 
thing paſt there which gave him not fome 
diſquiet ; He look'd upon it as ominous, that 
Fortune ſhould deftine Monſieur de Nemours 
to have a paſſion for Madam de Cleve, he 
could ſcarce diſguiſe his regrer from bein 
diſcovered in his looks, and was as little able 
to reſtrain his jealouſie from refleftions upon 
her Honour. He thought ſhe might be ſenſi- 
bly touch'd with the merit of this Prince 
and he could not forbear to let her know,thar 
Monſieur de Nemours was a happy man, thar 
could recommend himſelt to her knowledge 
by an adventure, which, with ſo much grace- 
tulneſs and gallantry, had initiated him into 
her acquaintance. 

Madam &de Cleve returns home {ſwelld 
with the entertainment ſhe had received at 
Court ; and, notwithſtanding 'twas late, ſhe 
took the liberty to diſturb her Mather, "to 
give her the Relation of it. She was pleaſed 
to ſpeak of Monſieur de Nemours with a 
Countenance, that gave Madam de Chartres 
the ſame jealouſie the Chevalier de Gu:/e had 


entertain'd before. = The . 
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The day following the Ceremony of the 
Nuptials was performed. There ſhe faw him 
with thoſe advantages of Perſon and Gallan- 
try, that they added to her former ſurprize. 

The day after,ſhe ſaw him at the Dauphin- 
Queens, ſhe ſaw him play a Set at Tennis 
with the King, ſhe ſaw him run at the Ring, 
and ſhe heard him diſcourſe ; but ſhe obſer- 
ved that he ſo far ſurpalt all the reſt, that he 
ingroſt the whole Company to himlelf, by 
the gracefulneſs of his Perſon and the brisk- 
neſs of his Wit; this in a ſhort time made no 
ſmall impreſſion in her. | 

*Tis certain that Monſieur Nemours had an 
inclination for her equally violent with hers, 
which gave him that ſweetneſs and delight 
that inſpire deſires to oblige. He endeavour'd 
to render himſelf more lovely and amiable 
than he was uſed to do ; inſomuch, that by 
often interviews they did diſcover ſomething 
incach other that was the moſt accompliſhr 
in the Court, ſo that it was hard if they 
ſhould not delight infinitely in each other. 

The Ducheſs of Yalentinos was the ambi- 
tion of all parties ; and the King had as great 
a care,and fondneſs of her, as in the intancy 
of his Paſſion : Madam de Cleve, that was in 
an Age which thinks Women no longer ami- 
able than under the years of five and twenty, 
was not 8 little ſurprized at the kindneſs his 
Majeſty 
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Majeſty was pleaſed to have for the Ducheſs, 
who was a Grand-mother, and now deſign- 
ing the Marriage of her youngeſt Daughter : 
Madam de Cleve did otten diſcourſe with 
her mother of this Subje&. ©* How is it poſ- 
« ſible (ſays ſhe) Madam, that his Majeſty 
* ſhould yet retain a paſſion for the Ducheſs ; 
 ©*tis ſtrange that he ſhould fix his Heart up- 
*on a Lady ſuperior to him in years, who 
* has been the Miſtreſs of his Father, and,(if 
* we may preſume to credit Report )ot orhers 
*too. 'Tis true(replies Madam de Chartres) 
©*twas neither the Merit, nor yet the Con» 
* ſtancy of Madam de Yalentinors, that gave 
* birth to his Majeſties paſſion, nor yet con» 
* ſerves it ; and it 1s 1n this his Majelty 1s the 
* leſs excuſable ; for had this Lady had Beau- 
*ty or Youth ſuitable to her Birth, or had 
* ſhe had ſo much worth as to have loved no 
* other, or that her love to his Majeſty, had 
*kept within the limits of Fidelity, or her 
! *AfﬀeCtion had had no other regard than his 
* Royal Perſon,abſtracted from the intereſt of 
* Grandeur and Fortune,and without imploy- 
*1ng that power but for things that were juſt 
*and honourable for the King, *tis conteſt a 
*perſon could not (without ſome injuſtice 
*haye blamed the paſſion of this Prince. If [ 
*did believeI ſhould not lie under the unhap» 


"Py cenſure of Women of my years, undeſer- 
* vedly 
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© vedly do, which take pleaſure to relate the 
* paſſages of the Age they dwell in ; I would 
*oive you the Relation of their Amours, and 
© ſeveral other intrigues of the Court of the 
© deceaſed King, which do not a little ſympa- 
*thize with thoſe practicable ar preſent.I am 
*ſo far from thoſe refletions'replid Madam 
© de Cleve) thatT am forry, Madam, that you 
© have not been pleaſed to inſtruct me in the 
© preſent, and that you have not learnt me the 
£ diſtin Intereſts and Cabals of the Court. I 
*am 1o ill read in them, that Ibeliev'd there 
©was not a day wherein the Conſtable was 
not in her Majeſties Favour, Your Opinion 
© 1s infinitely remote trom rhe truth of it{an- 
* ſwers M.de Chartres) the Queen has a per- 
© fect hatred for the Conſitable,and if ever ſhe 
* has a power, he will be ſure both to know 


£xnd iecl it. She is ſeniible that he has often | 


* informed the King, that of all his Children, 
* none reſemble him - more than his natural 
© ones. I never ſuſpetted a miſunderſtanding 
* here (replies Madam de Cleve | after I had 
© been an Eye-witnels of the care her Majeſty 
© took to ſolace him in his Confinement ; the 
* joy ſhe was pleaſed to expreſs at his enlarge- 
* ment ; and eſpecially after ſhe had treated 
Fhim in the: familiar phraſe of Goſſip with 
*the King. If you ſhall meaſure. (ſays Ma- 
* dam de Chartres) things by their appearan- 


*ces. | 
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'*ces, you will often lie under a Miſtake ; 


*you muſt know, that Hearts and Tongues 
© keep here no correſpondence together. 

* Give me leave to aſlume my ſtory of the 
* Ducheſs ('fays Madam de Chartres) and 
*proceed; You muſt underſtand that ſhe ig 
tcalled, The Diana of Poitiers ; her Fami- 
©ly is noble ; the 1s deſcended from the an- 
* cient Dukes of Aquitain ; her Grandfa- 
© ther was the Natural Son of Lews the Ele- 
tventh; in fine, her whole compoſition is 
* made up of Greatneſs ; her Father had un- 
*fortunately engaged in the Quarrel of the 
«Conſtable of Boarbox , of which you have 
ſoften heard; he was condemned to loſe 
© his Head, and in order to it, was conduQed 
© tothe Scaffold ; his Daughter, who had a 


. *charming Beauty, and which had already 


© kindled a Flame in the King's Breaſt, inter- 
* poſed her Intereſt, and obtained his par- 
*don. *Twas-brought him in the fatal mo- 
* ment he expected the bloody ſtroak ; the 
*fearand terror he lay under, had ſo far dif- 
ordered his thoughts, he was not ſenſible 
$ of his Majeſties Grace and Favour, ſo that. 
*the day tollowing put a period to his life, 
* His Daughter appeared at Court as the 
* King's Miſtreſs : rhe Expedition for taly, 
*and the King's Imprilonment, gave ſome 
© diverſion to this Paſlion. After his Majeſties 

* return 
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* return from Spain, and that Madam "the 
* Queen Regent went to meet him at Bayonxe, 
* ſhe took all her daughters with her,among(t 
* which number was Mademoiſelle de Piſſele, 
6 afterwards Ducheſs I Eſtampes. The 
* King ſaw her, and became her Prize ; ſhe 
* was much inferzour, both in her Quality, 
© Wit and Beauty, to Madam de Yalentinos, 
* and ſhe had nothmg but her Youth to re- 
© commend her to his Majeſties Favour : I 
© have often heard her ſay, that ſhe was born 
*the ſame Day the Diana of Poidtters was 
* married ; but her Malice, not the Truth, 
© obliged her to ſpeak it : For, 1f I am not 
* miſtaken, the Ducheſs of Yalentinos mar- 
£ ried Monſieur de Breze, Grand-Preſident of 
* Normandy, at the ſame time the King had 
* firſt a Paſlion for Madam" Eſtampes.There 
* was never 2 greater Picque 1n Nature than 
* between theſe rwo Ladies: The Ducheſs of 
*LValentinois could not in her heart pardon 
* Madam 4 E/tampes, notwithſtanding ſhe 
* had diveſted her of the Title of The King's 
*Miftreſs. Madam d' Eſtampes had an inve- 
'* teracy againſt the Ducheſs , becauſe the 
*King ſtill kepr her Company. This Prince 
* was not always conſtant to his Miſtreſles ; 
*there was one, 'tis true, which wore the 
* Title and the Honour of it, but the Ladies 
*of the lefler Faction, as they ſtile _ 
* Na 
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had the happineſs ſometimes to take their 
*turns in his Favour. The Death of the 
Dauphin, who died at 7oxrnoy, and not 
* without a ſuſpition of poyſon, gave him no 
© ſmall Diſquict : He had not that tenderneſs 
and afteftion for his ſecond Son,our preſent 
* King : He diſcover'd not in him thole incli- 
*nations to Vigour and Courage: He was 
© pleaſed to complain to Madam Yalentinozs, 
© and told her, he would endeavour to create 
*a paſſion in him tor her, that ſhe might in- 
*fuſe into him ſomething more noble and 
© generous. It had rhe ſucceſs, you ſee, "tis up- 
*wards of twenty years this Paſſion had irs 
* Birth, and yet has ſtood the ſhock of all 
* difficulties and alterations. 

* His deceas'd Majeſty endeavour'd to op- 
*pole it in its infancy, and notwithſtandin 
the: had a kindneſs for the Ducheſs, either 
*prompted by his Jealouſie, or Madam de 
* Eftampes (who was now upon the point of 
* deſpair, feeing her Enemy in the Dauphin's 


| *Arms, was pleas'd to look upon this Paſ- 


*fion with ſome indignation ; of which he 
* was not wanting to give his Symptomes z 
© his Son neither regarded his Anger, nor his 
*Hatred ; nothing could oblige him either 
*to leſſen the'value he had for her, nor yet 
*hide it : Ar laſt his Majeſty was forc'd to 
*connive; the Dauphin's ſtubbornneſs much 
* abated 
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© abated of his Royal Favour, which he con- 
© ferr'd in a greater meaſure upon the Duke 
© of Orleans; his third Son: He was a Prince 
© on whom Nature had been laviſh of her 
©Grace; but he was ſwell'd with ſo much 
© Heat and Ambition,and of a Spirit ſo fierce, 


* that it wanted a Curb.He had been a Prince 


* of great worth & honour, had his Age been 
© ſokindas to have ripen'd his underſtanding. 
*The Quality the Dauphin held, and the 
*Favour the King was pleas'd to ſhew the 
*Duke of Orleans, had created ſo great an 
*Enyy between them, it almoſt amounted to 


* a degree of Hatred: It took its being from | 
* their Infancy, and has continu'd to. this 


*day. The Emperor, when he came through 
* France, gave the Precedency to the Duke 
* of Orleans, which fo much incens'd | the 


*Dauphin , that he would have oblig'd the | 


*Conſtable to arreſt him without his Maje- 
£ſhes Command. The Conſtable durſt not 
© obey ; the King blam'd him that he took 
* not his Sons Advice, and when he baniſh'd 
© him the Court, his Reaſons for it wanted 
© not their different Interpreters. | 

©The Difference between theſe two Bros 
*©thers, gave freſh thoughts to the Ducheſs 


* Eſtampes , to endeavour to prop her lelt | 


* with-the Intereſt of the Dyke of Orleans a- 
Fgainſt the Ducheſs, It had its ſucceſs: This 
* Prince, 
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«Prince, without having the leaſt Paſſion for 
© her, did as zealouſly eſpouſe her Quarrel, 
© as the Dauphin had done the Ducheſs. This 
© created two Cabals in the Court, ſuch as 
*you may eaſily imagine. Theſe Intrigues 
were not limited within the management 
© of the weaker Sex. 

*The Emperor, who had a great reſpect 
for the Duke of Orleans, had often oflier'd 
*him the Duchy of Man; and in the Arti- 
cles of the Peace that was afterwards con- 
cluded, he gave him the hopes of the Se- 
*venteen Provinces, and his Daughter in 
* Marriage with them : The Dauphin neither 
* inclined to the Match nor it ; he employ*'d 
© the Conſtable, whom he ever lov'd to make 
*the King ſenſible of what importance it 
*would be, to leave his Succefl r a Brother 
* ſo powertul as the Duke of O-/-ans muſt be, 
*with the advantage of the Imperial Alli- 
*ance and theſe Countries. The Conſtable 
* yielded more eaſily to the Dauphin's deſign, 
*1n that it was oppoſite to that of Madam 
*d Eſtampes, who was his declared Enemy, 
*and who fo paſſionately defired the Dukes 
*advancement. 

. *The Dauphin at that time commanded 
"| © his Majeſties Army in Champagne, and had 
* reduc'd that of the Empire to thoſe extre- 
*mities, he had certainly ruin'd it, it the 
E © Pucheſs 
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<Duchels 4” E/ampes ( fearing theſe great ad- 
© yantages might retard the Peace and the 
* Honour of the Dukes Alliance with the 
*Emperor ) had not advis'd the Enemy to 
* ſurprize Eſpernay, and the Caſtle of Rzerry, 
* which was their Magazine; they attempt- 
*edit, and ſucceeded, by which means they 
© preſerved the Army. | 

*'This Ducheſs did not long enjoy the ſuc- 
*ceſs of her Treaſon: Immediately after dis 
&ed the Duke of Orleans at Farmoutiers, of a 
© contagious Difeaſe. He was enamour'd 
* with one of the greateſt Beauties of the 
* Court, who was pleas'd to entertain the 
*Flame. TI ſhall forbear to name her ; for ſhe 
© has ſince liv'd under ſo cloſe a Retirement, 
*and has with ſo much Prudence diſguis'd 
*the Paſſion ſhe had for him, we ought in 
© Tuſtice to be tender of her Honour. The 


*Death of her Husband and the Duke bore |} 


*even Date together , which gave her the 
*freedom to ſhew thoſe open Marks of her 
© Grief and Sorrow, which otherwiſe ſhe 
© had been enforc'd to hide. 


The King did not long ſurvive the Prince | 


©his Son ; for he died within two years after. 
© He recommends to the Dauphin the Car- 
* dinal of Zournov, and the Admiral d" Anne- 
, © bault,withoutthe leaſt mentionof the Con- 

*{table, whom he had confin'd to Chantily: 
* not« 
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© notwithſtanding his Father's Commands , 
Che calls him home, and makes him the 
*orand Miniſter of State. 

* Madam dA Eſtampes was diſcarded, and 
*receiv'd all the ill Treatment ſhe could ex- 
*pect from ſo powerful and inveterate an E- 
* nemy. The Ducheſs of Yalentino:s was not 
*ſatisfy'd till ſhe had glutted her ſelf with 
© her revenge upon this Ducheſs, and the reſt 
* who had faln under her Diſpleaſure. Her in- 
* tereſt has been more abſolute over the King 
* ſince he came tothe Crown, than when he 
*was the Dauphin. Theſe twelve years ſince 
* he has reign'd ſhe has been the uncontroul- 
* able Miſtreſs of all his Actions, ſhe has had 
*the diſpoſal of all Governments and Affairs, 
*ſhe has oblig'd him to baniſh the Cardinal 
*of Tournon, the Chancellor, and Yi/eray ; 
*all that have endeavour'd to eclipfe' her 


| © power, have periſh'd in the attempt. The 


* Count de Taix, Grand Maſter of the Artil- 
flery, who had no kindneſs for her, taking 
* the Liberty to refle& upon her Gallants,and 
* particularly the Count de Briſſac. of whom 


| ©the King had a Jealouſie, the ſo ſubtilly 


*plaid her Cards, that he was in diſgrace,and 
*diveſted of his Employ : and what renders 
*the thing moreſtrange. ſhe procur'd it for 
*the Count de Brifſac,who by her means had 


«the honour to be ſince created a Marthal of 
: E 2 * France, 
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France. The King's Jealouſie began to ſwell 
© to that degree in him, he could no longer 
endure the Teſt of it : but that which in 
*another would have appear'd more ſharp 
© and violent, was ſtrangely corrected in him, 
© by the great reſpect he had for this Lady ; 
* inſomuch that he durit not (it we may pre- 
*{ſume to uſe this ſawcy Dialect with a 
Prince.) remove his Rival , but under the 
* pretence of preferring him ro the Govern- 
© ment of Piedmont. He has liv'd there ſeve- 
© ral years, and only return'd this laſt Winter, 
under a pretext of recruiting the Troops 
£ under his command ; and for other kh” 
*ry Supplies for the Army. The ambition to 
© ſee the Ducheſs of Yalentinois, and the fear 
* of being forgotten, had certainly the great- 
©eſt ſhare in that Journey. The King was ob- 
*fervd to receive him coldly ; the Fami- 


*ly of Guiſe, who loves her not, but yet dares | 


*not declare the cauſe, employ'd the Vit 


* count, his mortal Enemy, to obſtruct the | 
*Granr of what he deſign'd himſelf by his } 
* Journey. "Twas no hard matter to compals | 


*1t; the King hated him, and his preſence 
* gave him no ſmall diſquiet : inſomuch that 
©he was forc'd to return, without having had 


*the happineſs to reap the fruits of his Voy- þ 


*age, which was only to give him an oppor- 
* tunity to re-kindle the Flame his Paſſion 
* had 
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© had made in the Heart of the Ducheſs, 
* which he feared his Abſence might extin- 
*ouiſh: His Maje{ty wanted no other Sub- 
ezects of his Jealouſte 3 but they not being 
known, gave him no provocationto con- 
* plain. 
© I know not, Daughter, (fays Madam de 
*Chartres) if you may not find that I have 
*in{tructed you in ſome things more than 
*you are willing to know. Iam ſo tar from 
*complaining ( replies Madam de Cleve ) that 
©did I not fear to be troubleſome to you, I 
* would defire you to enlarge upon ſeveral 
* Circumſtances which I am 1gnorant of. 
The Paſlion that Monſieur de Nemours had 
for Madam de Cleve was fo violent in its O- 
riginal, that it ſeem'd to have robb'd him of 
all his Content, and the very thoughts of 
thoſe he had a kindnels tor ; nay, even ſuch 
with whom he convers'd during her abſence; 
'twas his care to trame Excules to diſengage 
himſelf from them ; he could not allow him- 
ſelf the patience to give Ear to their Com- 
plaints, nor make returns to their reproaches. 
Madam /a Dauphin,for whom he had inclina- 
tions-not ordinarily paſſionate, yet he was 


| ſcarce able to confine them within his Breaſt; 


Madam #4e Cleve had made that impreſſion 
there. His impatience for England, began to 
cool, he ſcem'd not to purſue with much zeal 
ot bus 
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his neceſſary Diſpatches for that Journey. 

He often made his Viſits to the Dauphin- 
Queen, that he might have the happineſs to 
pay his reſpects to Madam de Cleve, who was 
frequently there; neither was he concern'd 


at the liberty ſome took to imagine ( what o= | 


thers thought) of the Paſſion he had for that 
Princeſs. Madam de Cleve was of that va» 
lue with him, he was reſolv'd rather to hide 
from her the ſentiments of his heart, than 
expole her honour to the publick. He forbore 
even tro communicate it to the Viſcount de 
Chartres, who was his Confident, and to 
whom hits Boſom lay ever open. He uſed a 
Conduct lo prudent, and which he manag'd 
with ſo much care, that the Argus's of the 
Court could not diſcover the leaſt Symptom 
of any kindneſs for this Lady , but in the 
Chevalier de Guiſe. Madam de Cleve her felt 
had continued a ſtranger to them, had not 
the inclination ſhe had tor that Prince oblig'd 
her to keep a cloſe Watch on all his Actions, 
which at laſt convinc'd her. 

She ſeem'd not to have the ſame diſpoſiti- 
on to make an Overture of this Adventure to 
her Mother, as ſhe had already done y all 
the reſt ; ſhe was refolv'd to lodge it in no 0- 
ther Breaſt but her own ; but alas, ſhe was 
* miſtaken;Madam de Chartres was as ſenfible 
of itz as of her Love for this Prince; the 
knowledge 
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knowledge of which gave her no ſmall dif- 
quiet. She underſtood the danger this poor 
young Lady was expos'd unto, by the atteCti- 
on ſhe had tor a perſon of this Prince's Merit ; 
Her jealouſie was afterwards unhappily con- 
firm'd by a paſlage which ſuddenly enſued. 

* The Marſhal of St. Andre,who courted all 
opportunities to make his ſplendid Treats, 
humbly begg'd of his Majeſty,that he would 
with the two Queens do him the honour to 
take a collation at his Houſe, which was new- 
ly finiſht.” Twas thought he did it colourably, 
that Madam deC/cve might ſhare inthe great 
neſs of this Entertainment, in which no man 
could poſſibly be more prodigal or protule. 

Some few days before that which was ap- 
ointed for the Supper, rhe Dauphin-King, 
who had not his health, was indiſpos'd, and 
admitted of no Viſits. The Queen, his La- 
dy, had ſpent the whole day with him; the 
Dauphin being better in the Evening, the 
perſons of Quality, who came to wait upon 
him, were introduc'd into. his Bed-Chamber. 
The Queen was pleas'd to withdraw into a» 
nother Chamber, where ſhe tound Madam 
de Cleve, and ſome other Ladies, with whom 
ſhe was moſt familiarly pleas'd to converle, 
It being now late, and her Majeſty not 
dreſt, ſhe went not to- wait upon the Queen, 


but oblig'd them to excule her ; the gives or- 
E 4 der 
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der for her Jewels to be brought to her, that 
ſhe might give Madam 4d: Cleve her choice 
of rhe'n to wear at the Ball the Marſhal was 
to make. In the interim in comes the Prince 
of Conde,jiis Quality gave him a tree entrance 
every where. 7ourome ( ſays the Queen to 
him) from the King my Husband, pray what 
N-ws have you there > They are maintaining, 
Madam {( replies the Prince) a ſtrong Argu- 
ment againſt the Duke of Nemours, and he 
d fends the Thefts with that heat and obſtina= 


cy, as if he himſelf were the Subject of it. I 1 


believe he has a Miſtreſs that may be uneafie 
to him at a Ball, that he thinks i ſo trouble= 
- Jome a thing to find her there. How (Aays 
the Dauphin-Queen )) wi// Monſieur de Ne- 
mours be ſo unkind as to impoſe upon his Mi- 
Streſs? This Power methinks might better ſuit 
with the Authority of a FHusband, than the 


Obſequiouſneſs of a Servant. Monſieur de | 
Nemours | anſwers the Prince) jinds by ex- | 
perzence, that they are the moſt inſupportable 


things in Nature ro a poor Lover ; for if he 
be ſo happy that his Miſtreſs has a Paſſion for 
him, he muſt be ſure to ſtand the Teſt and 
Trialof her Frowns for ſeveral days together. 


He ſays there's not a Lady of them all but will | 


be ſo diverted with the vanity of the Habit 
5 "fe mu(t appear 1n , ſhe cannot be at leiſure as 


£ 
- 


much as to al/ow a thought towards him : And 
COn- 
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concludes the folly Tees Nay he does not 


"reſt here ; he is ſenſ1ble that when they are at 


theſe Balls, they have no other thoughts but to 
pleaſe in general; and if once they begin to 
ſet a value on their own Beauties, he fears the 
Servant bas the leaſt ſhare in their admir ation 
of it. He argues yet farther, if it 62 a man's 
unhappineſs to be negletted, his torment is the 
greater in one of theſe All: prom tes, where his 
Miſtreſs takes no notice of them ; for the more 
they are honour'd in m while y the more miſe- 
rable does a man think bimſelf that's ſlizhted 
by them: They are jealous that their Be, auty 
gives Birth to Paſſions to their prejudice : And 
affirms there is no greater torment than to ſee 
her there. 

Madam &e Cleve, though ſhe had given 
Ear to what the Prince had ſaid, yet leem'd 
to take no notice of it. She W 43S ſenſible 
what Intereſt the had in the opinton of Mon- 
fieur de Nemoars ; and above all, the unea- 
ſineſs the preſence of his Miſtreſs would give 
him there where he couid not be ; the King 
was diſpatching him to the Duke of Ferrara. 

The Dauphin-Queen couid not torbear to 
ſmile, as well as the Prince, who condemn'd 
the Dukes Opinion. There ts only one occaſion 
(fays the Prince) i» which Monfieur de Ne- 
mours can diſpence with her Preſence there; 
and that neither but when *tis given 9 hims- 


ſelf ; 
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ſelf; aud he was pleaſed to tell us, that the 
laſt year he gave one to your Majeſty; and 
ſays, his Miſtreſs did him the honour to come, 
ander a pretence to wait on you. *Ti an Ob- 
ligation a Miſtreſs lays upon a Servant, when 
ſpe is pleaſed to delight in the Divertiſements 
he makes her. * And your Majeſty muſt think 
it not little a pleaſing to a Lover, that his 
Miſtreſs ſees him Maſt:r of-a Place, the 
Court is pleaſed.to do him the Honour to 
compoſe, and which gives her an opportunity 
to be an Eye-witneſs of the Gallantry with 
which he acquits himſelf. Monſieur de' Ne- 
mours (ſays the Dauphin-Queen 'had reaſon 
to allow it there, where the Numbers were ſo 
great of thoſe who wear the Titles of his Mi- 
{trefſes, that had they not been there, the Ball 
bad been but thin. 

[The Diſcourſe the Prince of Conde us'd in 
e1ving her Majeſty the Sentiment oft Mon- 
fieur de Nemoars concerning Balls, diverted 
Madam 42 C/eves thoughts trom that intend- 
ed by the Marſhal de Sr. Andre, She was ea- 
ſily convinc'd it was unhandſome to receive 
2 Treat trom one that lov'd her; and was 
glad of the opportunity to decline it, to ob- 
lige the Prince. She accepted notwithſtand- 
ing of the Favour of the Dauphin-Queen ; 
and in the Evening ſhe ſhew'd them to her 
Mother;ſhe told her ſhe had no Deſign - uſe 
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them, and that ſhe was ſenſible the Marſhal 
de St.Andre made this ſplendid Entertain» 
ment, to give himſelf the occaſion to ſhew 
the honour he has for her, and queſtion'd 
not but he would have the vanity to boaſt his 
happineſs, that he made her a ſharer in it ; 
And TI hear (ſays ſhe) under that unhap Yy 
Pretext he may involve me in ſome Trouble 
and Inconvenience. 

Madam de Chartres was pleas'd to oppoſe 
her Davghters Opinion, as being ſingular ; 
but diſcovering her obſtinacy, the yielded to 
it, and advis'd her to feign her ſelf indiſpos'd; 
tor ſhe believ'd no other Excuſe would be 
allow'd but that, which ſhe was oblig'd to 
diſguiſe with privacy and diſcretion roo, leſt 
it ſhould reach the knowledge of the Com- 
pany, and expoſe her to its Cenſure. Madam 
de Cleve conſents to paſs the time away with 
her Mother, ſhe had no inclination tor the 
place ſhe thought not happy without the 
Prince's Preſence, who leaves the Court be- 
tore the Day that brought her Heart to the 
Telt. 

Monſieur de Nemours returns the Day at- 
ter the Ball, and was inform'd ſhe was nor 
there ; but not knowing whether ſome might 
* Not report to her the Diſcourſe he maintain'd 
. In the Dauphin's Chamber, he began to que- 
ſtion if he was ſo happy as at firſt he thought 
himflF. The 


_ 
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The day after his Arrival, he waited upon 
the Queen, and as he was diſcourfing with 
Madam the Dauphin, came in Madam de 
Chartres and Madam de Cleve,her Daughter, 
to pay their Reſpetts ro their Majeſties, Ma- 
dam 42 C!zve was in acarelets Dreſs, that ſhe 
might the better palliate the [ndifpoſition ſhe 
had borrow'd ; bur jthe had this unhappineſs, 
her Face did not correſpond with the Couns« 
terfeit. 70s /ook jo w27 fays Madam the Dau- 
phin) zothinz can convince my Thoughts that 

ou have been otherwiſe, T1 fear the Prince 
of Conde's Repetition of the Argument Mons» 
fieur de Nemours held in the Dauphin's Beds 
Chamber, in prejudice of Balls, has had an ill 
Influence upon you; you thought you ſhould do 
the Marſhal too great an honour in ſharing in 
the noble Treat hz gave the Court, and there 
fore vouchſaf*d us not your Company. Madam 
de Cleve could not forbear to bluſh ; for ſhe 
was ſ{enſblc of what Madam the Dauphin 
onels'd fo well at : And the more, becaule ſhe 
was pleas'd to hint it to her in the Prince's 
Preſence. 

From hence her Mother judg'd the reaſon 
why ſhe declin'd the Ball; and to prevent 
Mouſiecur de Nemours apprehenſion of it , 
was pleas'd to reply to the Dauphin-Queen : 
Madam'ſays ſhe ' your Majeſty do's my Daugh» 
ter a greater Honour than ſhe deſerves. She 
was 
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was unfeignedly ill, but I thixk had I net in- 
terposd my Authority, ſke had expos'd her 
Health to wait on your Majeſties, to bote had 
the pieaſure to ſhare in the laſt Nights Divers 
tiſement the Marſhal was pleas'd to give you. 
Madam the Dauphin was fatisfy'd with what 
Madam de Chartres told her; but Monſieur 
\ de Nemours was not a little concern'd, that 
there was a colour for it. Notwithſtanding 
that the BluHes of Madam 4e C /:ve defervd 
to juſtifice the Truth , Madam 42 Chartres 
was ſenſibly oftended that ſhe had given 
Monſieur de Nemours the vanity to believe he 
had prevented her appearance there; and 
Madam #e Cleve on the other fide, could 
ſcarce diſguite her reſentment, that any 
ſhould harbour that Opinion of her. 
Notwithſtanding us the Congreſs at Ce 
rean WAS broken up, the Negotiations for a 
Peace {till continued, till things at laſt were 
ſo happily diſpos'd, that towards the end of 
February they met apa! nat Cateau Camb! efts. 
His Majeſty was pleas'd to commullion the 
ſame Plenipotentiaries he had betore, The 
abſence of the Marſhal of St. Andre remov'd 
a Rival, who was to be feared, not ſo much 
for the imprefſion his Merit could make up- 
on the Heart of this Lady, as for the guard 
his watchful Eye kept upon all thoſe that 


made their Addreſſes to her. 
Madam 
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Madam de Chartres was not willing her 
Daughter ſhould underſtand ſhe had diſco- 
ver'd her Paſſion for the Prince, to prevent 
her Jealouſie of thoſe things the had an in- 
tention to diſcourſe her in, The took an occa- 
ſion one day to enlarge(and paſſionately too) 
upon his Worth and Merit, but could nor 
forbear to mix ſome Venom with his Praiſe, 
to make her ſick with him. She told her he 
had ſo great a ſtock of Prudence, it would 
not allow him the vanity to be amorous,and 
that his Converſation with Ladies, was only 
his divertiſement. *77s thought (ſays ſhe) he 
has a Paſſion for the Dauphin-Queen, I meet 
bin often there; and I adviſe you to decline 
. bis Company ; for the Court being, an Eye-wit- 
neſs of the kindneſs her Majeſty is pleas'd to 
ſhew you, will be apt to give you the Title of a 
Confident ; and you ought to be ſenſible what 
Reputation that will purchaſe you. If this Res 
port continue long, my Advice is farther, that 
you pay not ſuch often Vifits tothe Queen, leſt 
you find your ſelf embroyld in one of the Gal- 
tantries of the Court. 

Madam de Cleve (which was a ſtranger to 
the Amours of the Dauphin-Queen and him) 
was furpriz'd at the knowledge of it ; and 
when ſhe perceiv'd how much ſhe was aba- 
ſed in her Sentiments of this Prince , ſhe 
could not forbear to diſcover it ia her Coun- 
tenance; 
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renance; which ſhe did not ſo well diſguiſe, 
" but her mother took notice of it. There 
came ſome Ladies to give Madam de Char« 
tres a Viſit, which interrupted the Diſcourſe, 
and Madam &de Cleve retir'd into her Cloſer, 

Iam not able to expreſs the ſorrow and re 
gret ſhe had at this Relation, and particular. 
ly when it refles upon the tolly that gave 
birth to her Paſſion tor Monſieur de Nemonrs. 
She durſt not hitherto diſcover it to her Moe 
ther : She was ſenſible the kindneſs ſhe had 
for him, was the ſole Ambition of Monſieur 
de Cleve ; and you cannot blame her, if the 
could not forbear to quarrei with her fond 
Inclinations, that ſhe ſhould harbour that 
Love for another, which was only due to the 
Merit of her Husband. She was ſenſibly 
touch'd with a Jealoufie that Monſieur de Nee 
mours did only interpole his pretence to her, 
to facilitate his Addreſles to the Dauphin- 
Queen; the apprehenſion of it encourag'd 
her to communicate it to her Mother. 

In the morning ſhe enters her Mothers 
Chamber, to execute the Reſolutions of the 
Night before; but finding her indiſpos'd,ſhe 
deferr'd it to another opportunity. Her Dis 
ſtemper was ſo inconfiderable, that it divert» 
ed not Madam de Cleve from waiting upon 
the Dauphin-Queen in the Afternoon. Her 
Majeſly wavxetu'd into her Cloſet with two 

or 
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or three Ladies who had the greateſt ſhare 
in her. Boſom. We are, Madam ( ſays the 
Queen, diſcovering Madam de Cleve) di/- 
courſing of Monſieur de Nemours, aud equally 
admire the change we find in him ſince his re- 
turn from Bruxelles. Before his Fourney he 
had an infinity of Miſt reſſes, and he can w 


Blame himſelf for it ; for he was pleas'd to di- 


vide himſelf equally between thoſe of Merit | 


and thoſe of none ; but ſince his Return, there 
is ſo great a Metamorphoſis, he vouchſafes 
neither to regard the one nor other ; I my 
elf perceive it in his Flumour, it has loſt its 
uſual Gayety. 

Madaim de Cleve returns no Anſwer : She 
began to think, and not without ſome In- 
dignation, that they had taken upthis Dif- 
courſe of the alteration in this Prince,only to 
diſcover, if ſhe was not miſtaken, ſome 
marks of her Paſſtian tor him : This began to 
create in her an antipathy againſt the Queen, 
that the ſhould impoſe upon her the Reaſons 
. Of a thing which was beſt known to her ſel. 
She was not able to hide her reſentment from 
her Majeſty ; the Ladies retiring, ſhe took 
the liberty ro addreſs her ſelf to the Queen, 
ſaying, Madam,are you pleas'd to point at me, 
when you alone are the ſubjett of this change in 
the Prince ? Toa are unkind \ replies the Dau- 
phin-Queen) you muſt be ſenfible I can keep 
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nothing from you. 7 confeſs the Dake before he 
went to Bruxelles, might have ſome intention 
to let me know he did not hate me; but fince 
his return, T believe he has forgotten his reſo- 
lution. T declare I am impatient to know the 
Author of thus change. I admire he ſhould 
hide it from the Viſcount de Chartres, who 
keeps the Key of his Heart. Had he a Paſſion 
I - for a Perſon I had a Power over, 1 might be 
ſo happy as to underſtand this Alteration. The 
Dauphin-Queen delivered it in a Diale& 
Madam-de Cleve could have 11 reſented, but . 
that ſhe would not cloud the Debonairneſs of 
the humour ſhe firſt received it in. 

Upon her return home to her Mothers, 
ſhe found her in a worſe condition than when 
ſhe went to Court:Her Fever was ſo violent, 
that it daily increaſed upon her; inſomuch 
her Phyſicians judg'd it would be of ſome 
continuance, Madam de Cleve was ſo ſenfi- 
bly afflicted, ſhe- quitted nor her Mothers 

| Chamber. Monſieur de Cleve paid his Vie 
ſits daily to Madam de Chartres, not ſo much 
for the Intereſt he had in that Lady, or to 
divert his Wifes Grief and Sorrow, as to have 
the happineſs to enjoy her company ; for his 
| Paſſion had abated none of its primitive heat 

? | and vigour. | 
Monſieur de Nemours, who had a kind- 
neſs for Monſieur de Cleve ; took all occaſi- 
| F ons 
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ons to demonſtrate it to him,ſince his return 
from Braxe/es, During the Diſtemper of 
Madam de Chartres, the Prince found ſeve- 
ral opportunities of ſeeing Madam de Cleve, 
under a pretence of her Husband's company 
to go abroad with him ; he came not thither, 
bur at ſuch hours he knew him not to be 
there; and under an excuſe of waiting for his 
return,he ſpent ſome hours in the withdraw- 
ing-room, where ſeveral Perſons of Quality 
came daily to pay their Complements ot con- 
dolence to the Daughter, upon her Mothers 
Indiſpoſition. The Affliction ſhe lay under, 
ſeem'd to Monſieur de Nemours to have made 
no alteration in her Beauty. He endeavour'd 
to make her ſenſible of the Intereſt he had 
in her Grief; but in a DialeCt ſo paſſionate, 
it convinc'd her that Madam le Dauphin was 
not the Subject of his Change. 

She could ſcarce forbear to diſcover her 
Indignation in her Countenance , notwith- 
ſtanding ſhe took pleaſure in his Company. 
But when he forbore to viſit her, and that 
the conſider'd the Charms her Perſon carry'd 
with it, had given the firſt Flame to his Pal- 
ſion, the was ſcarce able ro forbear to hate 
her ſeit, upon the apprehenſion of it. 

Her Feaver got ſuch a footing of her daily, 
that her Phyſicians began to deſpair of her 
_ Health, ſhe receiv'd the fatal Tidings with 
a 


£ 
my, = 


The Princeſs of Cleve. 67 
a Courage worthy of her Piety and Virtue. 
After they had taken their laſt leaves of her, 
, | and the Chamber was clear'd of the Compa- 
ny, ſhe calls her Daughter to her. 
We muſt part, Daughter (fays Madam &e 
Chartres, taking her by the Hand) the dan 
" ger that I leave you in, and the occaſion you 
have for me, add to the regret T have toleave 
. | you. 1am ſenſible you have a Paſſion for Mon- 
fieur de Nemours, 7 a:k you not to confirm me 
. | init: Tamno longer able to make uſe of your 
s | /incerity in your future Condutt, I have long 
fince diſcover'd your Incl ination, but 1 have 
hitherto forborn to ſpeak to you of it, that 7 
'might give you no Fealouſte. that I underſtood 
it. Tou muſt needs be ſenſible, that you are ups 
on the point of the Precipice. There ought to 
be powerful endeavours uſed to ſtop you in your 
Cartier. Reflect upon the Duty you owe your 
rf usband, and forget not alſo that that's due 
-| fo me. Conſider you are going about to ſhip- 
7. wrack the Reputation you have gotten, and 
th which 7 have ſo paſſionately wiſh'd you. Tate 
di # ſtrength and courage to quit the Court : 
Ch defire your Husband to take you thence : Fear 
reſt ot to purſue thoſe Paths which at firſt may 
ſeem hard and uneafie to you. How unpleaſant 
Y, ſoever they may appear to you in the begin- 
rf #:ng, you will find more ſweetneſs in them in 
hl the end, than in the Vanities of the Court. if 
y 3 any 
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any other Motives than thoſe of Piely and O- 
bedience, could oblige you to embrace the thing 
T wiſh, I would tell you, if any thing can di- | 
ſturb my happineſs in a better World, it will | 
be the conſideration of your Fall: But if this h | 
Miſchief be inevitable, TI ſhall welcome Death 
with Foy, that I am not the unhappy witneſs 
of 7t. 

f Madam de Cleve bathed her Mothers 
Rand, which ſhe had encloſed in her own, 
with a Flood of Tears. Adieu (ſays the) my 
Child, let us put a period to the Diſcourſe,that 
will diſſolve us both into Grief and Tears : 
Forget not ( I beſeeeh you ) the laſt Legacy of 
your Mother. 

Having concluded this ſhort Admonition, 
| ſhe turns her ſelf upon her Pillow, and com- 
manding her Daughter tocall in her Women, 
ſhe would not allow her the liberty to reply. 
Madam ge Cleve lett rhe Chamber, and you 
may eaſily conjeQture in what condition too. 
Madam de Chartres gave upall the thoughts 
of the little Remnant of her Life, towards a 
preparation for a happier Being. She ſpun er 
out two days longer , in which time ſhe (a 
would not admit her Daughter into her pre- th 
ſence, though ſhe was the only thing of va-Þþ fo 
Jue ſhe left behind her. 

Poor Madam de Cleve was diſfolv'd intof eu 


Trouble and Tears. Her Husband _ pa 
elt 
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left her, & aſſoon as her Mothers Eyes were 

clog'd, he conducts her into the Country, 
\ to remove her from a place which gave her 
no other Objets, but of grief and ſorrow. 
*'T was wondertul to obſerve, that notwith- 
' ſtanding the memory of her Love and Ten- 
F derneſs to her, ought to have had the great- 
: eſt ſhare in her Diſcontent ; the neceſlity of 
her Mother's Condu@, to arm her againſt 
this Prince's Charms, had alſo irs part in ir. 
She begins to ſee her unhappineſs to be thus 
forlorn, in an Exigent wherein ſhe was ſo 
little Miſtreſs of her thoughts, and in a ſea- 
ſon ſhe ſo much wanted one in whoſe Breaſt 
ſhe might depoſit her complaints. The re- 
ſpe of Monſieur de Cleve's carriage to her, 
-oblig'd her to wiſh more than ever, that 
| ſhe might not be failing in any thing that 
uY might anſwer her Love and Dury. She en- 
. F deavour'd to repair her former Errour, by 
SE greater evidences of her Kindneſs to him, 
aff than ſhe had ſhewn before. She could not 
ng endure he ſhould part from her, ſheſeem'd 
c 


(as it were) forcibiy to fix herſelf upon him; 
|| that he might ſhelter her trom the trouble- 
- ſome Addreſſes of the Duke of Nemours. 

The Dukecame to give a Viſit to Mon(t- 
of eur de Cleve in the Country, with defign to 
pay another to his Lady ; which ſhe retuſed, 


And being ſenſible ſhe could nor avoid his 
1 6-3 Court- 
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Courtſhip, ſhe had taken a reſolution to 
revent the occaſion, and not ſee him, 

Monſieur de Cleve came to Pars to com- 
pleat his Train, and promis'd his Lady to 
return the next day ; but hediſappointed her, 
for he came not tili the day alter. / expect- 
ed you all yeſterday ( ſays Madam de Cleve ) 
and 1 ought tochide you for your breach of 
Faith. Tou muſt believe, if I were capable of 
any new Affliction in the condition I am in, the 
Death of Madam de Tournon, which was 
brought me this very Morning had certainly 
given it me. TI had been leſs concern'd, bad 1 
not had the happineſs to know her; ſhe i a 
Sabjett worthy our Pity, when we conſider 
that a young Lady of her Beauty ſhould die ſo 
ſuddenly , as in two days. But it troubies me 
moſt, when I reflett upon her as the only Per- 
fon in the World, that was dear to me for her 
Merit aud Diſcretion. 

I am very ſorry I have diſappointed you, an- 
{wers Monficur de Cleve ; My Preſence was ſo 
neceſſary to contribute to the conſolation of a 
poor unjortunate Gentleman, that I could not 
in honour leave him, As for Madam de Tour: 
non, ve aot afflifted at her loſs, if you regret 
it as of a Lady, whoſe Prudence was deſerv- 
# :g your value and eſteem. Tou make me admire 
you lays Madam de Cleve) for I have often 
heard you ſay, that there was not a Lady a 
1014 the 
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the Court , for whom you haa a greater Fo- 
noar, *Ti trae (replies Monſieur de Cleve) 
but you Women are incomprehenſible; and 
& when 1 have ſeen them all, I find my ſelf ſo 
happy in you alone, I cannot ſufficiently value 
my own content. Tou are pleas d to eſteem me 
more than I deſerve ( ſays Madam de Cleve, 
tetching a Sigh ) and zf 1 have not hitherto 
fearnt the Method to endear my ſelf, give me 
the Leſſon Madam de Tournon has taught you, 
'Tis long fince that T learnt it { replies Monſi- 
eur de Cleve) and I was ſenſible ſhe had a Paſs 

fron for the Count de Sancerre, to whom ſhe 

gave ſome hopes. I cannot believe ( lays Ma- 

dam de Cleve\ that Madam de Tournon, af- 

ter the great antipathy ſhe had expreſs'd for 

Marriage, when ſhe was a Widow, and the pub- 

lick declarations ſhe made, never to have a 

thought for it, ſhould ſ[atter Monſteur de San- 

cerre. Had ſhe been ſo juſt "replics Monficur 

de Cleve) as to have bounded her folly there, 

ſhe had not given the Court the Subjett of ſo 

much Diſcourſe to her diſatvantage ; but that 

which ſurpriz'd it, was, at the ſame time ſhe 

gave an equal Aſſurance to Monheur Eſtoute- 

ville. And Pl give you the Relation of it. 


The End of the Firſt Book. 
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O U are not a ſtranger to the Friend- C 

ſhip between Sarxcerre and me. Yet, V 

great as it was, when about two years fince } 1! 
he fell in love with Madam de 7ournon, he if 
made it his buſineſs to conceal it as cloſely | ti 
from me as from others; and had the dex- C 
terity to keep it ſo private, that I never ſuſ> } 5 
—_— any ſuch thing. Madam Tournon at | 

* tecteda way of living ſo extreamly retir'd, } tc 
- and appear'd afflicted to that degree, for the Þ|| © 
. death of her Husband, that it was the gyrus 

r 


25 
T 


The Princeſs of Cleve. 73 
ral Opinion there was no comforting of her, 
after a Loſs ſhe ſo much lamented. She 
ſcarce admitted a Viſit from any Perſon, but 
Sancerre's Siſter, nor viſited any other ; and 
at his Siſters Lodging, Sancerre fell in Love 
with her. 

'One Evening there was to bea Play at 
Court ; and all things being ready, the 
AQors waited the coming of the King and 
Madam de Yalentinou; when News was 
brought, ſhe was not well, and the King 
would not come, every one gueſs'd her In- 
diſpoſition was nothing elſe but ſome Quar- 
rel with the King: and though all the Court 
*knew how jealous he had been of theMar- 
ſhal of Briſac, while he continu'd at Court , 
yet the Marſhal being ſome days before re- 
turn'd for Pzemont, we could not imagine 
the cauſe of their falling out. ASI was dif- 
courſing of it to Sancerre, Monſieur d" An- 
vile came into the Hall, and whiſper'd me 
in the Ear, that the King was ſo vex'd and 
ſo angry it would make any one pity him : 
that when the jars he lately had with the 
Ducheſs of Yalentinoi, about the Marſhal 
Briſac, were compos'd a few days ago, the 
King had given hera Ring, and pray'd her 
to wear it. That as ſhe was adreſling to 
come to the Play, the King miſs'd the Ring 
on her Finger, and ask'd what was become of 
oO Ll | if, 
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it. She appear'd aſtoniſh'd ſhe had it not,and 
call'd to her Women tor it ; who unluckily, 
or for want of inſtruction to the contrary, 
preſently anſwer'd, it was tour or five daysY 
ſince they ſawit. 

"Tis preciſely ſo long, continues Mon- 
fieur 4 4nvile, fince the Marſhal Brifac left 
the Court, and the King makes no doubt, but 
as ſhe bid him adicu, the gave him the Ring, 
The thought of this cut the King to the 
quick, and kindlea afreſh his late jealouſie 
into ſo ſudden and violent a flame, that it 
- put him in an extraordinary Paſſion, and 
made him break out intoi ſharp expreſſions, 
and very reproachtul Language againſt her, 
He is newly gone into his Lodgings extream- 
ly afflicted, but whether more with the 
thought of the Ducheſs having made a Sa- 
crifice of his Ring to the Marſhal Briſac, or 
with fear: of having diſpleas'd her by his 
Paſſion, I cannot reſolve you. 

Monſieur 4 Azvile had no ſooner made 
an end of telling me the News, but I went 
to Sancerre to acquaint him with it, T told 
it him as a Secret, newly intruſted with me, 
and charg'd him not to ſpeak of it, 

The morrow betimes I went to my Siſter- 
in-Law's, and found at her Bed-ſide Madam 
de Tournon, who had no great Kindneſs for 
Madam de Y aleutinois,and knew wellenough 
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my Siſter-in-Law had ſmall reaſon to think 
well of her : Sancerre, when the Play was 


- done, went to Madam de Tournon's and gave 


her an account of the Quarrel between the 
King -and the Ducheſs, which Madam de 
Tournon was then come to relate to my Siſter= 
in-Law, not knowing Sazcerre had had it 
trom me. 

Aſloon as I came up to my Siſter-in-Law, 
ſhe told Madam 4e 7ournox I might be cruſt- 
ed with the Relation the had newly made, 
and, without further expeQing permiſſion 
from Madam 4: 7 04rnon, my Siſter-in-Law 
told me word by word all [ had told Sancerre 
the night before. This you may believe, ſur- 
priz'd me very much : T1 look'd upon Madam 
de Tournon ſhe appear'd diforder'd : Her dif 
order rais'd a ſuſpicion in me; I had not told 
any but Saxcerre the News: as we were 
going from the Piay he had quitted me, 
without telling me the Reaſon: It came in- 
to my mind I had heard him ſpeak much in 
commendation of Madam ae 7ournoz: All 
this together open'd my Eyes, and made me 
eaſily to difcern an Intrigue of Gallantry be- 
tween Saxcerre and her, and that when he 
left me, he went to ſee her. 

I was ſo vext to find he kept this Adven- 
ture from me: I let fall ome Expreſſions that 
made Madam de 7ournon ſentible how in- 
diſcreet 
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diſcreet ſhe had been: I brought her to her 
Coach, and told her at parting, I envy'd his 
happineſs who had given her the News of 
the Quarrel between the King and Madam 
de Valentino. 

I went preſently in ſearch of Saxcerre, re- 
proach'd him with his unkindneſs and, with- 
out acquainting h:m how I made the diſco- 
very)lI told him,I knew the Paſſion he had for 
Madam de Tournon : He was forc'd to confeſs | 

| 
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it, and then I told how I came to know it, 
and he as frankly gave me an exact account 
of their Adventure ; adding, that though he 
were a younger Brother,& could not pretend 
toſo great a Match, yet he had encourage- 
ment enough from the Lady to try his for- 
tune. You cannot imagine the ſurprize I was 
in at his diſcourſe; 1 advis'd him to haſten 
the concluſion of the Marriage,and told him 
he muſt provide for the worlt, having to deal 
with a Woman that did ſo neatly impoſe up- 
onthe publick, by aQing with that artifice a 
part ſo different from what he knew ſhe real- 
Iy was:He anſwer'd,the death of her husband 
had really troubled her ; but the inclination 
ſhe had tor him dillipated that trouble, and 
ſhe was unwilling the world ſhould on the 
ſudden be witneſs of the Change. He added 
other Reaſons in excuſe of her, which gave 
me light enough to ſee how deeply he was in 
Love, 
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Love. He afſur'd me he would procure her 
conſent, to let me know the paſſion he had 
for her,ſince ſhe had made the firſt diſcovery 
towards it : nor was he worſe than his word, 
thongh ſhe was very loath to give way to 
an open acknowledgment : and thencefor- 
ward I was their Confident to a very high 
meaſure. 

Never did I fee a Woman carry her ſelf 
with a Civility ſo ſuitable to the Exigences of 
her Servant's condition ; yet I conteſs I won- 
der'd ſhe ſtill affe&ted to appear troubled for 
the Death of her Husband. Sarxcerre was fo 
deeply in Love, and ſo pleas'd with her kind 
uſage of him, that he durſt not preſs the con- 
cluſion of the Marriage, for fear of makin 
her ſuſpe he courted her more for [ntereft 
than for Love. Yet he ſpoke to her of it, and 
the appear'd willing to be marry'd to him. 
With that ſhe began to quit her Solitude,and 
appear abroad to the World : She viſited my 
Siſter-in-Law at ſuch hours ſhe was ſure to 
find ſome of the Court at her Lodgings. Sax- 
cerre came ſeldom thither : but thole who 
were at my Siſter-in-Laws every Night, and 
ſaw Madam de Tournon frequently there , 
thoug ht her very amiable. 

She had not long quitted her Solitude, but 
Sancerre tancy'd the cooPd in her Paſſion for 
him, He often told me ſo, though i made 

very 
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very light of it, At laſt when he inform'd 
me, that inſtead of concluding the marriage, 
ſhe put it off, I thought he had ground e- 
nough for apprehenſion, I anſwer'd, it was no || F 
wonder a paſlion two years old ſhould be a 
little abated ; and were it ſtill as highas ever, 
youpand it was not ſtrong enough to oblige 

er to marry him; yet he had not Juſt cauſe 
of complaint, being ſatisfy'd ſuch a Marriage 
would (as to the Publick) be much to her 
prejudice,not only for that he was not a com- 
petent Match for her,but that it would reflect 
upon her Reputation; that all he could defire, 
was, ſhe ſhould not deceive him, by giving 
him falſe hopes. I added, that if ſhe had not 
the power to marry him,or it the declar'd ſhe 
was in Love with another, he muſt not be 
angry nor complain,but continue the eſteem, 
and perſevere to pay her the reſpect he had 
for her : 7 give you, faid I, the Counſel I would 
take in the like Caſe; for I am ſo great a Friend 
to fincerity, that I believe ſhould my Miſtreſs 
or myWife confeſs to me ingenuouſly, another 
better pleas'd them than 1, it would trouble me 
without making me angry: 1 would lay by 
the Perſon of a Lover or a Husband, to be at 
liberty only to adviſe her, and to make my 
Complaint. 

Madam de Cleve bluſh'd at theſe Words, 

wherein ſhe diſcern'd ſomething 1o nearly re- 
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lating to her preſent condition, that very 
much ſurpriz'd her, and put her into a diſor- 
der; out of which it was not in her power te 
yecover her ſelf for ſome time. 

Sancerre, continues Monſieur de Cleve, acs 
uainted Madam de 7ournon with the advice 
had given him. But ſhe took that care to ſa- 

tisfie him, and appear'd ſo much offended at 
his ſuſpicions, that ſhe lett him tully aſſur'd 
of the reality of her kindneſs for him. How- 
ever ſhe put oft the Marriage till after his re- 
turn from a long Journey he was to take, 
yet ſhe carry'd her felt ſo well till his depar- 
cure, and appear'd fo afflicted at it, that I 
thought as well as Saxcerre, ſhe really lov'd 
him. He hath been gone about three months, 
and-you have ſo wholly taken me up ever 


| fince, I ſcarce had the opportunity to ſee 


Madam we 7Tournon in his abſence, and knew 
only that Saxcerre was ſuddenly expected. 
Two daysago,when I came to Pary, hear- 
ing of her death;I ſent to Saxcerre's Lodgings, 
to enquire what News of him ; they ſent me 
word he was arriv'd the Night betore, being 
the very ſame Madam e 7ournon died on : [ 


- went immediately to fee him, doubting very 


much what condition I thould find him in; 
bur. the trouble I ſaw him under, exceeded 
my imagination, 

Never did I ſee ſorrow ſo deep, -and fo 
. : | tender :; 
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tender : Aſſoon as he ſaw me, he burſt into 
Tears, and embracing me, 7 ſhal never ſee 
ber more, ſays he, 1 ſhall never fee her more : 
ſhe is dead ; I was not worthy of her, but I ſhalt 
quickly follow her. 

Having ſaid this, he held his peace: after- 
wards from time to time, zepeating, /he is 
gone, I ſhall ſee her no more ; he fell again in- 
to Tears and Lamentations; he was like a 
man diſtratted : Hetold me, he had receiv'd 
but few Letters from her 1n his abſence, but 
that he knew her ſo well, he wonder'd not 
at it,being ſufficiently afſur'd ſhe was always 
very ſhy of ſending Letters ; yet he made no 
doubt but ſhe would have been marry'd to 
him at his return. He took her for the moſt 
amiable and moſt faithful Perſon in the 
world, and thought ſhe lov'd him with a 
great deal of tenderneſs, and loſt her at the 
time he hop'd to have made ſure of her for 
his own for ever, Theſe thoughts plung'd him 
into deep affliction, which, I confeſs, moy*d 
my pity, and made me look upon him as an 
Objet worthy ſerious Commileration. 

I was forc'd toleave him to go to the King, 
but promis'd to return in a very ſhort time, 
and accordingly did fo ; I was never fo ſur- 
priz'd, as when at my return, I found him 


__ _ .quiteanother man : He was in his Chamber | 
-_- With fury in his tace, ſometimes going, ſome- 


times 
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-loves, and who loves him again. I told him; 


| 4+ much troubled at her death as if ſhe had beew 
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times ſtanding till, as if he had been mad; 
Come, come, ſays he to me, Come ſee the moſt: 
deſperate of Men : Iam a thouſand times more 
unfortunate than I was a while ago, and what 
have newly heard of Madam de Tournon,. a 
worſe than her Death. 

T look'd on this diforder as an effec of his 
arief,and could not imagine any thing could 
be worſe than the Death of a Miſtreſs one 


while he kept within bounds, I approv'd his 
Paſſion, and pity'd his Sorrow, but he was 
not to expett I ſhould bemoan him any lon-= 
ger, if he gave himſelf up to deſpair, and 
would run out of his Wits. Happy bad it been 
for me, cries he,had 7 lang fince run out of my 
Wits and my Life too: Madamde Tournon 
tas falſe to me, and 1 am jo unfortunate, as not 
to have diſcover'd Ber Infidelity till the more 
row after her Death, at a time when my Heart . 
if at once full of the moſt paſſionate Love Man 
u capable of, and pierc'd through and through 
with grief, the ſmarteſt that ever was felt: 7 
retain at this moment in my fancy the impreſſion 
of ber Image as the model. of: perfection, not in 
my Eyes ouly,but in the Fudgment of all Man- 
kind, when the ſame inſtant 1 ſee my ſelf deceiv« 
ed,and find ſhe deſerves not my ſorrow.Tet I am 


true to me, and reſent her infidelity as if ſhe 
s G were 
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were'living : Had.T heard of ber inconſtancy 
before ſhe had dy'd, anger, jealoufie and rage 
would have harden'd my heart again(t the ſenſe 
of the loſs of her, but the miſery of my Condi- 
| tion is ſuch, 1 am incapable of comfort, yet 
know not how to hate her. 

- Judge you whether I was not ſurpriz'dat || 
Saxcerres expreſfions. I ask'd him how he 
came to know ſhe had been falſe to him. He 
anſwer'd, I was: no ſooner gone out of his 
Chamber, but Eftouteville his intimate friend, 
but altogether aſtranger to his Love for Ma- 
dam de 7ournon, came in to ſee him; that af- 
ſoon as he fate down, he fell acrying, and 
bege*d his pardon for having canceal'd from 
him what he'was now come to tell him, that 
he intreated his pity ; that he was come to 
open his very heart to him, and that of all 
the'menin the world, he was the moſt griev'd 
at the death of Madam de Zournon. 

I-was ſo ſurpriz'd'at his naming her, that 
though | was juſt upon an{wering,l was more 
griev'd art than he,yert I had\not:the power 
rofay fo. + He'went - on with:his Story, and 
told me-he-had been fix Month&in love with 
her;that he was ftibfor malzing-me acquaint» 
ed with it, but the had expreſly forbidden it, 
and with ſo ſtri&ba charge he durfſt not diſo- 
bey her. That. he had had the good fortune 
to pleaſe her alloon almoſt as he had fallen 
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if love with- her; - that -they had conceaP'd 


Their paſſſonfrom' all rhe World ; that he had 


never- been'publickly/ at her wouſe ; thathe 
had the' plealure tb ſee himſclfefiefually ca- 

ble of making her lay aſide her ſorrow for 
the death of her Husband,and that juſt as'the 
dy'd he ſhould have marry'd her , and thar 
their Marriage, which really was an «ffe&t of 
Love, was to have paſt in the world as a-pure 
offe&t of duty and obedience; that'itt' order 
to this ſhe had prevail'd with her Fartherto 
command her to marry him-,'to prevent the 
cenſures of 'the' world, 'atid ftop the Monrhs 
bf thoſe who- would have cry'd our ar'the 
preat alteration of her Conduct, which had 
appear'd ſo averſe from the thoughts of'a ſe- 
cond Marriage. | 

While Eftoateville was ſpeaking,continues 
Sancerre, | believ'd alt he ſfaid'; his difcourſe 
ſeem'd ſo probable, and the more fot thita- 
bout the tine he ſaid he firft fell in lgve'with 
her, I firſt obſerv'd a change ih her. Biirthe . 
hext moment1 thought him # Liar ora Mad 
Man. T was going to ral hicy ſo, but 'was 
prevail'd upon by the defire T had of a fuller 
diſcovery,to queſtion him further,&to throw 
itObjettions againſt whar he faid. I proceed- 
ed fo far towards convincing my felt of my 
Mtsfortune, 'that he ask'd me It 1 knew Ma» 
dam de Toxrnon's hand-writing ? With that, 
. G 2 he 


a The Princeſs of Cleve. ES 
he threw on my Bed four Letters of hers,and 
her Picture. At that very inſtant my Brother 
came in. Eftquteville was ſo blubber'd with 
crying, he was forc'd to go out to avoid be- 
ing ſeen, telling me he would come again in 
the Evening, to fetch what he left with me. I 
ſeat away my Brother,pretending my felt ull ; 

-ſo impatient was I to read thoſe Letters, in 
Ropes to find ſomething there, to make me 
disbelieve what Eftoutevilie had ſaid. But a- 
las, what found there > what Tenderneſs, 
what Oaths, what Aſſurances of marrying 
him ?-Never had ſhe writ ſuch Letters to me; 
Thus, adds he, am1 aſſaulted at once with 
grief for her death, and vexation- for her | 
talſeneſs : Two Evils often compar'd , but 
ſeldom felt by the ſame perſon at once. To h 
my ſhame be it ſpoken, the loſs of her ſtill | * 
troubles me more:than her inconſtancy, and | # 
I cannot find. in my heart to think ſhe F Aa yo 
ed death for her Treachery. Wereſhe living, | + 
I ſhould take pleaſure in reproachingher,and lo 
taking my. Revenge of her, by letting her | © 
know how unjuſt ſhe was ; But I ſhall never ſe 
fee her more, ſays he again, 7 ſhall never ſee || © 

>: bher more. Thu is the greateſt Mufortune : 0 
j that Tcould reftore her to life, though with the 
Joſs of my own | Tet what do 1 wiſh or? were 

ſhe alive again, ſhe would be Eſtouteville's : 
4zow bappy was T yeſterday, cties he, how hap- 

; ” 
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py was T when the moſt Sorry of Men : Tet 
my ſorrow appear'd reaſonable, and it was a 
pleaſure to think it my duty never to be com- 
forted: | To day every thing I do methinks is 
unreaſonable : I pay a Paſſion, ſhe only feignd 
for me, that tribute of grief 1 thought juſtly 
due to a fincere affettion. It is not in my power 
to hate or to love the memory of her : I am in- 
. capable of comfort, yet know not how to grieve 
for her. . However, ſays he, turning ſhort to 
me, conjure you, take care Eſtouteville come 
not in fight of me. I abhor the very name of 
bim. I know well enough I have no cauſe to com- 
plain of him, it was my fault not to tell him 7 
lov'd M.de Tournon. Had he known it, per- 
haps be would never have made an Addreſs to 
her , nor ſhe have been falſe to me, He 
made it his buſineſs ta find me out, to commu- 
nicate his Sorrows to me.l cannot but pity him. 
Fa, cries he, has he not reaſon to be ſorry 2 He 
lov'd Madam de Tournon,was belov'd of her, 
and ſhall never ſee her more ; yet I find by my 
elf I cannot chuſe but hate him. However, 1 
conjure you once more, let me not ſee him. 
Saxcerre aſter this, fell a crying again, he. 
was ſorry for Madam de 7Tournon, he ſpoke 
of her, and gave her the kindeſt expreſſions 
imaginable; preſently he hates her; he com- 
plains of her, he reproaches and curſes her : 
When I obſerv'd his Condition, I knew I 
dhould want ſome help to quiet him. I ſent 
| | G 3 + - hor 
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for his Brother, whom I had iewly left with' » 


the'King:T gave him-the meeting in the An- 


ti-chamber, to give- him an account of Sax- , 


cerre's condition : We gave order to prevent 


his ſeeing E/outeville, and ſpent part of the 


Night in endeavouring to oring him to him- 


ſelf. This morning; I found him more trou- !? 


bled than ever : Tlett his Brother with him, 
and came to you. 

T am extremely ſurpriz'd at the News, ſays 
Madam de Cleve; 1 thought Madam de Tour- 
non #xcapable either of Love or Deceit. 'Tis 
ot poſſible any one, replies Monſieur de Cleve, 
ſhould carry her ſelf with greater diſſimulation 
or canning. Obſerve, that when Savxcerre 
thought her alter'd as to him, ſhe really was 
ſo; and began to love Eftouteville, telling 
him he was the only Man could make her 
forget the death of her Husband, and for 
whoſe ſake ſhe quitted her Retirement, when 
Sancerre thought the while it proceeded 
from no other cauſe but a reſolution to ap- 
pear leſs afflicted than formerly : ſhe made 
it matter of favour to E/tonteville that the 
conceal'd their correſpondence, and ſeem'd 
oblig'd by her Father to marry him, which 
ſhe pretended proceeded purely from the care 
of her reputarion, when it was in truth a 
trick to put off Sancerre, without leaving 
him juſt cauſe of complaint : 7 muſt needs 


return, ps 
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s return,continnues Monſieur de Cleve,to ſee my 


'$+ unfortunate friend,aad I think you may do well 


+ Zogo with me to Paris: Tis hith time for you 
." to appear abroad, and receive thoſe Viſits you 
cannot well diſpence with. 

Madam de Cleve agreed tothe Propoſal, 


TFT andreturn'd on the Morrow ; ſhe found her 


ſelf more at eaſe as to Monſieur de Nemoaxrs, 
than ſhe formerly had been : what Madam 
de Chartres ſaid on her Death-Bed, and ſor- 
row for the loſs of her, had fo ſuſpended her 
thoughts of him, that ſhe thought ſhe ſhould 
be no more troubled with him. 

The ſame Evening ſhe arriv'd,the Queen- 
Dauphin gave her a Viſit, and having told 
her how much ſhe ſhar'd in her afftlictions,ſhe 
ſaid, to divert her from thoſe fad thoughts, 
ſhe would infornr her of all that had paſt at | 
Court in her abſence, and accordingly gave - 
her an account of ſeveral particulars. But 
that I have moſt miad to acquaint. you with, 
adds the, is, that it is moſt certain Monfteur 
de Nemours 7s paſſionately in Love, and that 
he is ſo fqr from making any the moſt intimate 
friend he has his Confident in the caſe,there is 
not one can gueſs who it is heis in Love with : 
though he be ſo deeply in Love, it makes him 
neglect, if not quit the hopes.of a Crown, With 
that, ſhe gave her an account of what con» 


cern'd the matter of England : What 1 have 
| G 4 told 
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told you, ſays ſhe, Thad from Monfiegr d' An- 
vile, who told me this Morning the King bad 
yeſterday ſext for Monfieur de Nemours, «par 
Letters receiv'd from Lignerolles who defires 
leave to return, as not able any longer to ex- 
cuſe to the Queen of England the delays of 
Monſieur de Nemours,that the Queen begins to 
take it i/1,and that though ſhe had not made a 
pofitive promiſe, ſhe had ſaid enough to encou- 
rage the hazarding a Voyage. The King read 
this Letter to Monſieur de Nemoars,who,in- 
ſtead of ſpeaking ſeriouſly, as he had done at 
firſt, fell a laughing and ſcoffing at Lignerolles 
Hopes; ſaying,all Europe would condemn his 
imprudence, ſhould he undertake a Voyage 
for Exgland, as pretending to Marriage with 
the Queen, without aſſurance of ſuccels. 
Beſides,adds he, I could not time my buſineſs 
worſe, than to take my Fourney at this Fun- 
dure, when the King of Spain makes Addreſs 
fo that Queen for Marriage.In matter of Gal- 
lantry, I confeſs his Catholick Majeſty were 
no very conſiderable Rival, but in a Treaty 
of Marriage / cannot think your Majeity 
would adviſe meto ſtand in competition with 
him. *I would on this occaſion, replies the 
* King, for 7know he is otherwiſe inclin'd ; 
* and were he not, Queen Mary took (o little 
” ee in the Yoke of Spain, 7 cannot be- 
* lieve her Siſter will undergo it, or ſuffer her 
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Fs ſelf to be blinded with the Glittering of fo 
* many Crowns on one Head : If ſhe yield not 
© to the Splendor of ſo many Crowns, fays 
© Monſieur de Nemours, 'tis probable , ſhe 
«will ſeek her happineſs in Love : She hath 
" | *for ſome years lov'd my Lord Courteney : 
\ | *Queen Mary too was in Love with him, and 
*would have marry'd him, and with publick 

8 *conſent of her Kingdom, but that ſhe knew 
| | © him moretaken with the Youth and Beau- 
'ty of her Siſter E/zzabeth, than ambitious 

© of Reigning. Your Majeſty knows her Jea- 

* Jouſie of them made her clap them up Pri- 

; | *ſoners, and afterwards baniſh'd my Lord 
| *©Courteney, and prevail'd with her at laſtto 
| freſfolve ro marry with the King of Spazy. 
$ Elizabeth, who now poſleſles the Throne - 

; | © of her Siſter, will, 7 believe, ſhortly call 
- | *home my Lord Cogrteney, and will rather 
© make choice of him for her Husband, whom 

* ſhe hath lov'd, and who 1s really amiable, 
*and hath been a great Sufferer for her, than 

© of a man ſhe hath never ſeen. Were Courte- 

* ey alive, ſays the King 7 ſhould be of your 

* mind ; but 7 have been certainly inform'd 

: | © ſome days fince, that he is dead at Padua, 
- | © whither he was baniſh'd: But 7 ſee, adds 
: | ©the King, as he left Monſieur de Nemours, 
*your Marriage muſt be made up juſt as the 
*Dauphin's was,. and Ambaſſadors muſt be 
*gt to eſpouſe the Qof Erg/and, Mon- 


LIMI 
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'* Monſieur #Anvile and the YVidame, who 
were with the King when he ſpoke to Ne. 
mours, are clearly of opinion, nothing could 
divert -him from ſo great a deſign, but the 
paſſion he is ſo deeply ingag'd in, The YVidame 
who knows him beſt ofany man living, hath 
told Madam de Martignes, he finds ſuch a 
change in Monfieur de Nemours, he ſcarce 
knows him. And, which he moſt wonders ar, 
he cannot obſerve he hath any private Cor- 
reſpondence ; nor can he diſcover any ſecret 
haunts he hath, or that he is miſſing ar any 
time, which makes the Y7idame believe he 
holds not correſpondence with the perſon he 
loves; and this 1s the reaſon he thinks him- 
ſelf ſo much miſtaken in Monſieur de Ne- 
mours,to ſee him in love with a Woman that 
does not love him again, 

What a poyſonous diſcourſe was this for 
Madam de Cleve? How could ſhe chufe but 
know her ſelf the Perſon whoſe Name was 
not known? How could ſhe but be deeply 
affected with gratitude and tenderneſs at the 
News ſhe receiv'd, by a way not at all liable 
to ſuſpicion, that this Prince ſhe had ſo great 
an inclination for, conceal'd his paſſion trom 
all che World, and lighted for love of her 
the hopes of a Crown; it is impoſſible to de- 
ſcribe her Sentiments on this occafion, and 
repreſent to the life the trouble it rais'dgn 
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her. Had the Queen-Dauphiftey'd her more. 
cloſely; ſhe would have eaſily difcover'd ſhe 
dB was concern'd at the Diſcourſe : Bur as ſhe 
i&F had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of the' truth, ſhe 
7 proceeded wirhout raking notice! of her ; 
hn Monſieur 4” Anvile, adds the, who, as'T told 
a} you, acquainted me with theſe particulars, 
<E thinks I know the buſineſs better than he, 
t, | and hath ſo great an opinion of my Charms, 
- | he'beligves me the ſole perſon capable to 
tf cauſe ſo extraordinary alterations in Monfſi- 
Y Þ eur de Nemours. $ 
ef | Theſe laſt Words rais'd another kind of 
ef trouble 1n Madam &de Cleve, very different 
trom that ſhe was formerly in. © I am of his 
* mind (anſwers ſhe) and 'tis very probable 
t | *that no leſs than ſuch a Princeſs as you could 
© make him deſpiſe the Queen of England. 7 
r | © would confeſs it, did 7 know it, replies the' 
(| *Queen-Dauphin, and 7 ſhould certainly 
S | *know it, were it true: Paſitons of this Na- 
' | ©ture ſeldom eſcape the diſcovery of thofe 
*who occafion them : They are the firſt rhat 
| © diſcern them. Monfteur de Nemours never 
| *expreſs'd for me other than flight and ſu- 
| | ©perficial complaifance;yet /obſerve fo great 
© difference between his preſent and former 
*deportment towards me, / dare affure you 7 
fam not the cauſe of that indifference he 
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+ *7am ſo taken with your company, / 
© © forget my ſelf, & mind not the obligation 7 
*amunder of ſeeing Madam: you know the | 
© peace isin a manner concluded, but 'tis poſ- 
* ſible it may be News to you, that the King | 7 
* of Spain refuſes to Sign the Articles, but up- | & 
* oncondition he thall marry that Princeſs, in- 
©ſtead of the Prince Don Carlos his Son, The 
*King was loath to conſent to it, but hath f 
© done it at laſt, and is newly gone guy h 
 *Madam the News :. 7 believe it wilt much 
*trouble her ; what pleaſure can ſhe expe&t 
© from marrying a man of the Age and Hu- f ;, 
*mour of the King of Spain, eſpecially ſhe fo 
* zovial, ſo young, and ſo beautiful a Lady, 
* who expected to marry a young Prince, for 
© whom unſeen ſhe had a ſtrong inclination ? 
I queſtion whether the King will meet with 
the obedience he defires in her. He hath 
charg'd me to ſee her, becauſe he knows ſhe 
loves me, and that 7 have ſome power over 
her : 7 ſhall from thence make another Viſit 
(ofa very different nature) to congratulate 
the King's Siſter for the concluſion of her 
| Marriage with the Prince of Savoy, who is 
- - expetted in few days: Never had perſon of 
the Age of this Princeſs ſo great cauſe to re- 
joyce at her Marriage. The Court will be 
more numerous and grarrons thanever, and 
in ſpight of all your afiliftion you muſt comme 
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and help us to let the Strangers ſee we are 
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furniſh'd with no mean Beauries. 

Having ſaid this, the Queen-Dauphia left 
Madam de Cleve, and on the Morrow the 
marriage of Madam was inevery ones mouth. 
The day after the King and Queens went to 
ſee Madam de Cleve: Monſieur de Nemours 
who had waited her return with extream im- 
patience, and wiſht paſſionately he might 
ſpeak with her in private, put off going to 
her, till the time all company broke up, and 
probably none would return thither tha 
eight, It fell out as he had wiſht,and he came 
iras the laſt Viſiters weretaking their leaves. 

The Princeſs was on her Bed, the weather 


hot, and the ſight of Monſieur de Nemours 


put her toa bluſh, that made her more ami» 
able. He fate over againſt her, with a reſpe& 
and fearfulgeſs incident only to a genuine 
Paſſion; he was ſpeechleſs for ſome time:Ma- 
dam de Cleve was as mute as he, ſo that they 
were both filenr a pretty while: At laſt Mon- 
fieur de Nemours complemented her, condo. 
ling her affliction. Madam de Cleve, very 
glad of diſcourſe on that Subjet,ſpoke a good 
while of the loſs ſhe had had; and told him 
at laſt, though time might abate the violence 


of her griet, ſhe ſhould {till retain fo deep an 


impreſiion of it, it would alter her. humour. 
'Tis true, Madam, replies M, deNemours, 
4 | great 


gl The Princeſs of Cleve: 


great troubles audviolent paſſions occaſion great 4 4 
alterations in'vur tempers; though I was never | 4) 


attually ſenſible of it but fince my retarnfrom | me 
Flanders + Many have obſerv'd in me 4 very || bit 
great change, andthe Queen- Dauphin' ber ſelf | 
ſpoke to me of it yeſterday. She has indeed ta- | 
/-0 wotice of it, ſays Madam de Cleve, and far 
T think I have heard her ſpeak of it. ' I am thi 
wot diſpleayd, Madam, anſwers Monfiear de ſw 
Nemours, that fþe hath perceiv/d it,but ſhould | W 
be very glad” fhe were mot the only Perſoit that det 
aid ſo, There are Perſons inthe World to whom the 
we dare give no other evidences of the Paſſion || 0: 
we have for them, but by things that contern thi 
them net ; yet when we dare uot make it appear 
we love themwe are willing at leaft-to Tet them . 
fee we deſire not the Love of 'any other; wt are |} * 
willing to let them know we look with indiffe- 
rence on all other Beauties, though in the high- 
eſt ſphere,and that aCrown may be too dear, Ml tel 
to be purchas'd with' no leſs price than the ab- 
fence from her we adore. , Ordinarily, Ladies het 
Judge of the Paſſion had for them, by the'care of 1 
their Servants take to attend and to'pltaſe 
them ; but be.they never ſo little amiable, thoſt 
are cafte. tasks to perforni. There is 'nogreat 
aifiicalty in giving our ſelves the pleaſanh to 
wait on them ; but to avoid their companty' for 
fear of diſcovering to the World, and almoſt to 
themſelves, the Paſſion we have for them;that's 
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The Princeſs of Cleve. 
a Aificalt point:the trueſt evidence of being re- 
ally in Love, is, when we become quite other 
mer than we were, when we renounce our Am- 
bition and our Pleaſures, having all our Life 
parſu'd the one and the other. 
.. Madam &de Cleve eafily underſtood how 
far ſhe was concern'd in this Diſcourſe, ſhe 
thought it her duty to cut it off by an An- 
{wer Preſently. her Mind alter'd, and ſhe was 
of opinion it was better to make as if ſheun- 
derſtood it not, & give him no cauſe to think 
the took it to her ſelf; ſhe thought ſhe oughe 
to-ſpeak, and thought ſhe ought to be ſilent ; 
this diſcourſe. did in a manner equally pleaſe 
and diſpleaſe her,, It convinc'd her of the 
truth :of all the Queen-Dauphin made her 
| think of him; the could not but look upon 
it as full of gallantry and reſpeR; but withal 
ſamewhat boldyand a lirtle too plain and in- 
telligible. The-inclination. ſhe had for that 
Prince, put her-into a diſorder it was not in 
; | ber power to maſter; the darkeſt expreſſions 
+ | ofa: Perſon we love, move more than the 
ckareſt Declarations of a perſon me have no 
inclination: for. She made'him no Anſwer: 
Monfieur de Nemours took notice of her ft- 
lence, and perhaps would have taken iefor 
7 | No ill Omen. But Mr. de Cleve's coming in, 
pitt-an.cad to their Diſcourſe and his Viſit. 
-:. The Pripce of Cleve came in'to give his 
> Lady 
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ady a further account of Saxcerre, but ſhe 
was not very curious to know the iſſue of 
that Adventure. Her thoughts were fo taken 
up with what ſhe had newly heard from 
Monſieur de Nemours , ſhe could ſcarce hide 
the diſtraction ſhe was under. Aſloon as ſhe 
was at liberty to muſe of what was paſt, ſhe 
faw clearly how much ſhe had been deceiv'd, 
when ſhe thought her ſelf indifferent as to 
. Monſieur de Nemoars; his Diſcourſe had 
made as deep impreſſion on her as he could 
wiſh, and fully convinc'd her of the truth of 
his Paſſion, his -Adtions agreeing too well 
with his words to leave her the leaſt ſhadow 
of 'doubt. She no longer flatter'd her ſelf with 
hopes of not loving him;all her care was not 
to let him know it : ſhe knew this would 
prove a very hard Task, having already had 
experience of the difficulty of it : ſhe knew 
there was no way of doing it, but by avoid- 
ing the preſence of thiat Prince: Her hetng in 
Mourning gave her occaſion of living more 
retir'd than ordinary , and ſhe took that pre- 
rence not to frequent places where ſhe might 
ſee him: very ſad and diſconſolate ſhewas,but 
the- death of her Mother appear'd to be the 
calxſe of it, and no ſuſpicion washad of any'o» 
ther. | Cf 
- Mounſfieur de Nemours was almoſtdiftraCt- 
ed he could not have a ſight ot her,and know- 
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The Princeſs of Cleve. 97 
irlg there was no finding her in. Company, 
and that ſhe appeared not at any Divertiſc- 
ments at Court, he could not prevail with 
himſelf co be there, but pretended a great 
love for Hunting, and made Matches for that 
Sport upon the days the Ladies and rhe reſt 
x; the Court us'd to meet at the Queens 
Lodgings. A ſlight indiſpoſition ſerv'd him 
a long time for a pretence to keep home, and 
abſence himſelf from thoſe places he knew 
there were no hopes to ſee Madam de Cleve; 
 Monfieur de Cleve was fick much about 
the ſame time. During his Ilneſs, Madam de 

Cleve ſtirrd not out of his Chamber : But 
when he grew better and admitted Viſiters, 
particularly Monſieur de Nemours, who, un- 
der pretence of being not yet fully recover'd, 
ſpent there the greateſt part of the day z ſhe 
found it was not in her power to ſtay there ; 
yet at his firſt coming ſhe could nor quit, the 
Room. 'Twas ſo long fince ſhe had ſeen him, 
ſhe could not quickly reſolve ro ſee him no 
more. Monſieur Je Nemours had the Addreſs 
by Diſcourſes that appear'd altogether gene« 
ral ( but ſhe underſtood well enough by the 
relation they had to what he had privately 
faid to her in her Chamber ) to let her know 
he went a Hunting only for more liberty to 
think of her ; andrhat the reaſon he quitred 


Meetings at Court, was her not being there, 
Ar 
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At laſt, but withvery much ado, the pat 
in execution the reſolution-ſhe had taken to 

* quit her -Husband's Chamber when Monſi- 
eur de Nemours was there, who quickly pers 
ceiv'd ſhe ſhunn'd him, and was very much 
troubPd at it. 

. Monſieur de Cleve did not preſently take 
notice of his Ladies condudt in this particu- 
lar, but became ſenſible at length ſhe went 
out of his Chamber when Company was 
there. He told her'of it : ſhe anſwer'd, ſhe 
thought it not decent for her to be there eve- 
ry Evening in company with the youngeſt of 
the Court, that ſhe intreated him to allow 
her to live more retir'd than ſhe had done 
hitherto: that the virtue and preſence of her || - 
Mother, while the liv'd, had given her privi- fr) 
ledge in ſome things ſhe thought no longer | «el 
fit to be made uſe of by a Woman of her | *b: 
Ape. (tf 

Monſieur de Cleve, who naturally had af *cz 
great deal of kindnels and complaiſance for I *e: 
his Wife, expreſt it not on this occaſion, but F'* re 
rold her he could by no means conſent ſhe F*I 
ſhould alter her Conduct, She was upon the} */{c 
point of telling him, it was the general re-£* At 
port Monſieur de Nemours was1n Love with}*h: 
her, but ſhe had not the power to mention 
his Name ; beſides ſhe thought it disingenu- 
ous to diſguiſe the Truth, and make ule off 
"IT | RIre« 
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pretences to-a[Perſon who really had'a very 
good opinion of her. h | 

A few days after, the King was at the 
_ Lodgings about the: time of going ts 
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the Ring ; the Diſcoitrſe was of Horo- 
and PrediQtions : the: Company was 
divided in opinion what credit to be given 
them. The 7; _ maintained, 'that atterdo 
many things: toretold, and afterwardscome 
accotdingly to pals, it was not to be doubted 
but there was ſome certainty in that Science: 
others inſiſted, that of an infinite numberof 
Predictions ſo,very few proy'd true, thatithe 
truth of thoſe few muſt be 'look'd upon a8 4 
meer efte& of Chance. i! 

'*I have heretofore, faysabe: King, beenve- 
*ry curious and inquiſitive: of ade bac 
"they have told me things fo falſe and impro- 
*pable, that I am convinc'd they kaow nos 
*thing certain. Not many! years ſince there 
*came hither a Man famous for Aſtrology; 
Fevery one went to ſee him,and among the 
"reſt, but did.not let himknow who TI wass: 
I took with me Monſicur-de Gziſe and. De« 
*ſcars, and made them go in firſt: Yet'thyg 
*Aſtrologer addreſt himſelf-toime, as if he 
*bad judg'd me Maſter to the other twozand 
*perhaps he knew. me; bur if he did, he cold 
*mea thing no-way ſuitable:to me ; HisBne\ 
*diction was, I ſhould be Kill'd in Duel.” He 
| H 2 * told 
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*rold Motſicur de Gziſe he ſhould die of g 
* wound given him behind; and De/cars,that 
the ſhould have: his Brains knockt our withf} 
the kickof a Horſe. Monſieur de Gaife wht 
< oltended at the PrediQtion , as if it imports 
:8& he would run away : Deſcats was not 
{well pleas'd: tohear he ſhould end his days 
&by-{o-unfortunate an Accident: In a word, 
© me went oural{ three veryill ſatisfy'd wich 
bthe Aſtrologer. What may happen to Mons 
- *ſtqur # Gareand.Deſears know not 5 but 
T/travery improbable I ſhall be killd in Due 
Nha fog of.Spare and Thave newly radi 
Peace; and'batl we'tor:done f6,-1 queſtionſim! 
 *muchif we ſhould have foupht, 'or-Þ twwl &v 
<Jenthim @ Challenge, as- rhe King ney! Fa-£ 4/ 
(aler did. toChar/es the Fifth, | to 
-oMhed-the King had given this account of func 
the Misfortutie torerold- ſhould happen tofbut 
bun; thoſe who before defended Aftrolvgy, ue. 
deſerted it, -and agreed there was no credit Kir 
atinl}..to be pgivento it. For my pare, fayif | 
Moalitur de Nembers aloud, '/ of aff wen ti: ber 
*ng, have leaſt caufe ro crettit #2 ; and turningiipea 
timfelf towards \Madain of Citve , neatfls 
whbm be ſtoodi-J/r wy brew mo me, lay . 
begp her very foltly, { hould be happy in thi 
Wanneſs. of a Poo? for wes 7h 
" hatt ht moſh violent, and the moſt reſpettfulnu: 
Pſion traginable. Fudge you, Madam, As Jac 
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have cauſe far vany Faith in Pred@iens.” 
The Queen-Nauphin having heard what 
Monſieur de Nemours had faid aloud,thoyght 
ti] what he faid foftly, had been ſome falſe 
E Prediction told him, and ask'd him what-it 
1» was he had faid ta Madam &e ClevetHad his 
Wit been leſs ready , the Queſtion might 
have ſurpriz'd him ; but he anſwer'd wich- 
foutany hefitation, it had been foretold him 
he ſhould be exalted to a Fortune fo high 
hedurſt not pretend to. 1f this be it beth 
been forereld you, fays the Queen-Dauphin, 
imiling, and thinking of the Afﬀair with 
England, I would not adviſe you to run down 
2-YAftrology, 'ts poſſible you may have Reaſons 
ts give in defence of it. Madam de Cleve 
df underſtood the Queen-Dauphin's Meaning, 
ofibut knew withal that the Fortune Monſieur 
y, 8d Nemours fpoke of, was not that of being 
icy King of England. 
7 It was now a long time ſince the death of 
ver Mother, and Madam de Cleve muſt aps 
dEpear abroad, and make her Court as ſhe had 
affius'd. She had a fight of Monſieur de Ne- 
rilwers at the Queen-Dauphin's, ſhe had g 
pht of him at Monſieur de Cleve's, where 
(fs frequently eame with other Perſons of 
wEaality of his Age, that no notice might bg 
of it ; but where-eyer the ſaw him, 


her Trouble, and pug her intg 
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102 The Princeſs of Cleve. ©_ 
ſome Diſorder, which he -cafily perceiv'd, 
--'As careful as ſhe was to ſhun his looks,and 

ak leſs to him than any other, ſhe coulc 

. not prevent ſome ſudden eſcapes of her paſ- 
fion,that gave Monſieur de Nemours cauſe tv 
believe ſhe had more than indifferent incli- 
nation for him. A man perhaps leſs diſcern 
ing than he, could not have.perceiv'd it, but 

he had beenalready ſo often belov'd, it w 

eaſie for him to know when one lov'd him, 

He knew the Chevalier de Gaiſe was his Ri 

val; and the Chevalier de Guiſe as clearly 

faw Monſieur de Nemours was his. Not one 
of the whole Court but the Chevalier 4: 
Guiſe had made the Diſcovery ; his intereſt 
render'd him mote clear-fighted than thereſl, 
The knowledge they had of one another 
deſigns, made them croſs one another in al 
things,and they could not forbear expreſſing 
their ſpight on every occaſion , though i 
broke not out into open enmity. At the 
Runnings at the Ring, at Combats, at the 
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Barrier, and all Divertiſements .the King} #* 
call'd-them to, they were always of differen} # 
a; 


Parties, and their emulation was fo great i 
could not be hid. . q */ 
' © Madam de Cleve could not forbear think / 
ing frequently of the Afﬀair with Zng/ana © 
ſhe believ'd Monſieur de Nemours would nolf ©: 
reſiſt the King's Advice, and the Inſtance} / 
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of Lignero/les, it troubled her to ſee Lignerol- 
les was not yet return'd, and. ſhe expeRed 

- himevery hour with the greateſt impatience: 
Her inclinations ſway'd her ſtrongly to in- 
$ form her ſelf exatly of the ſtate of that At- 
#$ fair ; but the ſame thought that rais'd her 
|, Curioſity, immediately ſuggeſted to her ſhe 
was oblig'd to conceal it, and ſhe enquir'd 
4 only of the Beauty, the Wit and Humour of 
Queen Elizabeth. The King had one of her 
Pictures brought him. Madam de Cleve 
thought it far handſomer than ſhe hop'd to 
have found it, and ſhe could not forbear fay- 
ing, the Pifture-drawer had flatter'd the 
Queen, in drawing her ſo beautiful; / donor 
think ſo , ſays the Queen-Dauphin , zhar 
Princeſs is reputed cxtraordinary handſom 
and witty; and Iam ſure (he hath been pro- 
pos'd to me for an Example all my Life : ſhe 
' muſt be very lovely, if like Anne Bullen her 
' Mother : Never had a Lady ſo charming a 
| Perſon;or ſo bewitching a ſweetneſs and loveli- 
ol eſs in her hamour : I have heard ſay ſhe had 
$ 4 fingular ſprightlineſs in her Countenance, 
f and not like the common Engliſh Beauties. [ 
#4 £-ink, ſays Madam Cleve, 1 have been told 
foe was born in France. They that fancy ſo, 
Ware miſtaken, replies the Queen-Dauphin , 
| and I will tell you the Story of her in a wery 
i fav words. | 
| AS H 4 $ he 
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' She was. of a good Family in land, 
Henry the th cg been eg pubs... her 
(Mother and Siſter ; and it was ſuſpeted ſhe I} lai 
might be his Daughter. She came into France 
with Henry the 7th's Siſter, who was mare» 
7b to King Lewis the 12th. This Princeſs || be 

eing youthful and gallant, was loth to leave | Ki 
the Court of France at the Death of her || fo 
Hlusband; Anne Bullen , whoſe Love for + a! 
#he French Court, was equal to her Miſtreſſes, |} 6: 
reſolv'd not to quit it, The late King felin | 
Love with her, and ſhe was made Maid of F 4 
Honour to Queen Claudia: This (ueen dy» | 61 
ing, the Lady Margaret, the King's Siſter, Þ} ſo 
Ducheſs of Alanſon , and fince (Queen of Na- || / 
varre, took her into her Service, where ſhe | C 
receiv d ſome Tinflure of the Reformed Re- 
ligion, Afterwards ſhe return'd into Eng» 
land, and charm'd alt that ſaw her ; ſhej ing 
wel, and dancd excellently: They made 
her one of Queen Katherine's Maids of Ho- 
our, and Henry the 8th. fell deſperately in 
Love with her. 

Cardinal Wolſey, his Favourite and prime 
Miniſter, was ill ſatufy d with the Emperor, 
for mot having favour d his Pretenhons to the 
Papacy ; and to be reveng'd of bim, reſolv'd 
tonite the King hs Maſter to the French. | 
Toefed this, be ſuggeſted to Heory the 8th. 
that his Marriage with the Emperoj's Amunj, 

Was g 
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was Null; and propos d for a Wife to bim the 
Ducheſs of Alanlon , whoſe Hushavd was 
ately dead. Anne Bullen had A4mbiting 8+ 
wough ta look wpon the Divorce of King Henry 
| from Katharine, as a means to make way for 
her into the Throne : She began to give the 
King ſome Impreſhons of the Lutheran Perſwa- 
fron, and engag'd the late King here, to favour 
at Rome the Divorce of Henry, in hopes of 
by marryingghe Ducheſs of Alanſon.Cardinal 
Wollſey , to bave opportunity to treat of this 
' Aﬀarr, prevail d with King _— to ſend 

bim into France on other Buſineſs ; but he was 
ſo far from giving him power to propoſe that 
Marriage , that he ſent him expreſs Order ta 
Calais not to ſpeak of it. 

At his Return fromFrance, Cardinal Wols 
ſey was receiv'd with Floxours equal to thoſe 
they would have done to the King; Newer did 
Favourite carry on Pride and Vanity to ſo 
high a Pitch : He manag dan Interview be» 
tween the two Kings at Bulloigne, Francis 
the Firſt would have given the upper hand to 
Henry the Eighth, but he woutd not take jt x 
they treated one another by turns with extras 


"©: 914inary Magnificence, and preſented each o- 


ther with Habits equal to thoſe they bad 
eahs'd to be made for themſelves : I have 
beard it ſaid, thoſe the late King ſent the 
fjng of England , were of Crimſon Satin, 


beſet 
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beſet all over with Pearls and Diamonds, | 


and a Robe of white Velvet embroider'd with 
Gold. - After ſome days ſtay at Bulloigne, 
they went to Calice ; Anne Bullen was /odg'd 
zn Henry the 8th's Court, with the Train of 
a (Queen, and Francis the Firſt made her the 
fame Preſents, and did her the ſame Honour, 
as if ſhe had been attually ſo. At laſt, after 
a Paſſion of Nine years continuance , Henry 
the 8th. married her, without ſtpying for the 
Difſolution of his firſt Marriage , which he 
had a long time demanded at Rome, -The 
Pope haſtily thunder'd Excommunications a- 
gatuſt bim, which provok'd the King ſo high- 
ly, that he declar'd himſelf Head of the Reli- 
gion, and drew England after him into the 
Change ye now ſee. 

. Anne Bullen enjoy'd not her Grandeur long; 
for when ſhe thought it ſureſt by the Death 
of (Queen Katharine, one day as ſhe was ſee- 
Ing , with the whole Court, a Match mad: 
by the Viſcount Rochfort her Brother , to 
run at the Ring ; the King was ſuddenly 
firack with ſo furious a Fealoufie, that he 
baſtily left the Show, and went ſtraight to 
London, having left Order for arreſting the 
Queen, the Viſcount Rochfort , aud-ſeveral 
others whom he thought Lovers or Confidents 
of that Princeſs : though in appearance this 
Jealoufic of the King's  ſeemd to owe "# 
| Berthifls 
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Birth to that moment; the truth z, it had 
been inſpir'd into him ſome time before 
the V, founreſs Rochfort, who was not ab 
to bear with patience the great intimacy be- - 
tween the Queen and ber Husband the Vie 
count, repreſented it to the King as criminal 
and inceſtuous : So that he being already in 
Love with Jane Seymour, thought no more 
o Anne Bullen, but to get rid of her. In 
ſs than three Weeks he causd the Queen 
and her Brother to be try d, had them both 
beheaded, and marry d Jane Seymour. He 
had afterwards ſeveral other Wives, whom 
he put away, or put to deathb;" and a- 
mong the reſt, the Lady Katharine Howard, 
whoſe Confident the Counteſs Rochfort was , 
and ſhar'd in her Fate, having her Head cut 
off with her Miſtreſs's : Thus was ſhe puniſh'd 
for falſly accuſing Anne Bullen; a»d Henry 


the 8th. dy'd, being grown prodigiouſly big and 


at. 

All the Ladies preſent thank'd the Queen- 
Dauphin for the Account ſhe had given 
them of. the Court of England, and among 
the reſt, Madam de Cleve, who could nor 

_ forbear asking her ſeveral Queſtions about 
Elizabeth. 
- The Queen-Dauphin had PiRQtures in little 
drawn for her of 'all the Beauties of the 
Court, to be ſent to the Queen her Mother. 
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Qae. day as that of Madam 4+ C/cve's was 
 foiſhing, the Queen-Dauphin ſpent the Af. 
ternoan with her. - Monſteur de Nemoars, 
wha let ſlip no opportunity of ſeeing Madam 
de Cleve 4 yet without letting it appear he 
ſought it) fail'd not being there : She was 
that day ſo beautiful, it would have made 
him in. love with her, had he not been fa; 

t he dprſt not fix his Eye upon her as her 

icture as a drawing, being feartul notice 
might be taken of the pleaſure he took to 
view her now and then as ſhe fate. 

The Queen-Dauphin ask'd Monſieur ds 
Cleve for a Picture in little he had of his 
Wife, to compare it with that which was 
newly drawn of her : Every one paſs'd their 
Judgment of the one and the other, and Ma- 
dam de Cleve ofder'd the Picture-drawer to 
mend ſomething in the Draught of the Head- 
geer of that which Monſieur de Cleve had 
brought in. The PiQture-drawer, to fatisfie 
her, took it out of the Caſe; and having 
mended it, laid it on the Table. 

Monſieur 4s Nemoars had long wiſh'd for 
2 Picture of Madam de Cleve 3 when he ſaw 
that of her, which was Monſieur de Cleve's, 
he could not reſiſt the longing deſire he had 
toſteal it from 8 Husband he believ'd ſhe 
tenderly loy'd ; and thought among ſo ma» 


little 


py Perſons in the Room he: might be 'a% 
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little ſuſpeRed .ro have done it 'as another. 

TheQueen-Dauphin was ſet on the Bed, 
and whiſper'd to Madam de Cleve,who ſtood 
before her : Madath de Cleve, through the 
Guttaifis, which were but half drawn, ſpy'd 
Mobſieur de Newours with his Back to the 
Table at the Beds-feet ; arid perceiv'd him, 
Without turning - his Face, ſteal ſomething - 
flyly that was on the Table » She quickl 
opveſs'd it might be her Picture, and was 
troubl'd at it; that the Queen-Dauphin per» 
eeiv'd ſhe heard her not, and ask'd her aloud 
what it was ſhe looked at. Ar thoſe words 
Monfieur 4s Nemoars turn'd about, and ſaw 
Madam de Cleve's Eye ſtill fix'd upon him, 
and thought it not impoſſible but ſhe might 
Have ſeen what he had done. 

Madam «e Cleve was not a little perplext; 
' Reaſon would ſhe ſhould ask for her Picture, - 
yet to ask for it publickly, was to tell all the 
World the kindneſs that Prince had for her 
ad to ask for it privately, was to engage 
him to declare to her the Paſſion he had for 
her.” At laſt ſhe reſolv'd it the beſt courſe to 
ter him carry it away, without taking notice 
of it, and was glad to grant. him a favour 
without knowing whether ſhe had done it. 
Monſieur ds Nemoxrs having obferv'd her 
diforder, and gueſſing at the Cauſe, came up 
and whilſper'd ro her ; /f you have ſeen what 7 


®, have 
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dare beg of you : With that he withdrew, 
without expecting her Anſwer. 

The Queen-Dauphin went out a walking, 
attended with all the Ladies, and Monſieur 
de Nemours went home to lock himſelf in 
his Cloſet, to enſoy the pleaſure he took in 
having a_Picure of Madam de Cleve's , 
which fil'd him with joy too great and too 
delicate to be expreſs'd 1n publick : It gave 
him a taſte of the higheſt ſweetneſs Love 
can afford; he was in love with the moſt a- 
miable Perſun of the Court, and faw ſhe 
lov'd him, though againſt her will, and eafi- 
Iy diſcover'd in all her Actions that trouble 
and diſorder which Love produces 1n the in- 
nocence of Youth. 

That Evening great ſearch was made for 
the Picture.:;; Having found the Caſe it was 
us'd to be kept in, they never ſuſpeQed it 
had been ſtollen, but thought it might have 
been fallen out by chance, Monſieur: de 
Cleve was much troubl'd at the lofs of it, 
and when they had long ſearch'd, and with- 
out finding it, he told his Wife: ( but in ſuch 
a manner as made it appear he did not think 
ſo?) That ſhe had without doubt ſome pri- 
_ vate Lover, to whom ſhe had given that Pi- 
cture, or who had ſtole 'it ; and that any 

| other 


have ventur d to do, Mailam, be ſo good to let 


me belitve you are ignorant of it, which w all I 
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other but one-in Love would not have been 
content with the Picture without the Caſe. 
Theſe words, though ſpoken in jeſt, made 
a deep impreſſion in Madam de Cleve ; they 
troubled her extreamly,and made her refle& 
with regret on the violence of her Inclina- 
tion for Monſieur de Nemours : ſhe found ſhe 
was no longer Miſtreſs of her Words or her 
| Countenance: She thought Ligneroles was 
| return'd, that there was no further fear of 
the | Afair with England, nor any cauſe to 
ſuſpe& the Queen-Dauphin ; that,ina word, 
there was not any thing to help her againſt 
the violence of her Paſſion; and that there 
was no ſafety to be expeQRted, but by abſent» 
ing her ſelf from Monſieur de Nemoxrs. But 
leave being requeſted to be obtain'd for her 
abſence from Court, where her Husband re- 
| ſided, anda pretence wanting, ſhe was in ve- 
; q great extremity,and ready to fall intothat 
e thought the worſt of Misfortunes, to let 
> | Monſieur de Nemours ſee the inclination ſhe 
had for him. She thought of all Madam de 
Chartres on her Death-bed had ſaid to her, 
and the Advice ſhe had given her, to undergo 
| | any difficulty, rather than-engage in anIn- 
; | trigue of Gallantry. She remember'd what 
Monſieur de Cleve had faid to her of an in- 
genuous Sincerity, when he ſpoke of Ma- 
dam de Tournon ; and ſhe thought it her du- 
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ty t0 confeſs tohimthe inclination ſhe had 
for Modficur d& Nemoars, Theſe Thought 

polſeſs'd her a conſiderable time ; at length 

the was: aſtoniſh'd ſhe could entertain any 
that appear'd fo fooliſh, and relaps'd into het 
former perplexityz not, knowing what 
courſe to take. 

The Peace was ſign'd, and the Lady Z/i. 
zabeth,aiter much reſiſtance,reſolv'd to obey 
the King her Father: The Duke of Ava had 
been appointed to marry her in the Name of 
his Catholick Majeſty, and was ſhortly ex- 
peed. They look'd every day for the Duke 
of $avey,who had newly matry'd the King's 
Siſter ; the Nuptials being appointed to be 
kept at the ſame time the Lady &lizabeth 
ſhould be marry'd tothe Proxy of Spain. The 
King's greateſt Care was to Grace theſe Mar- 
riages with Sports and Divertiſements, 
wherein he might make appear the Addreſs 
and Magnificence of his Court. Great Pro- 

oſals were made for Ballets and Comedies, 
6g the King thought thoſe Divertiſements 
too private, and reſolved to have ſuch as 
ſhould be more ſplendid and noble. 

That which he made choice of was, a ſo- 
lemn Tournament,to which Strangers might 
be invited, and the People be tors, 
The Princesand young Lords approv'd high- 
ly the King's Deſign, eſpecially the Duke of 

| Ferraza, 
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| The Princeſs of Cleve. ig 
rrara, Monſieur de.Guife, and Monſieur de 
lemonrs,, wha wete the moſt excellent at 
'thele ſots of Exerciſes; .and the King made 
choice.of them- to; be, with him the four 
Champions of the Tournanient., -, 
.. Proclamation was made throughout the 
Kingdom, -that the 15th. of Junz, at Pars, 
His moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, and the Princes, 
Alphonſo.d' Eſte, Duke of Ferrata, 'Francy of 
Lorrain, Duke of Guzſe, and James of Sa- 
voy, Duke of Nemours, would hold an open 
[ourney againſt all Comers : The firſt Com- 
DaL.on Forkback in the Liſts,doubly Arm'd, 
to. break. tour. Lances, and one for the La- 
dies: ., The.ſecond Combat with Swords, 
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at 0n:Foot,; three Puſhes of Pike, ſix Hits 
with the. Sword : The Champions to furniſh 
Lances, Pikes and. Swords , at the Aſlail- 
for Choice: Whoever . manag'd not his 

orſe in the Carier, to be put out of the 
s | Liſts :\\Fhat there ſhould be four Maſters 
of Camp., to give Orders ; the Aſlailants, 
who;ſhould. break moſt Lances, and perform 
0 beſt, tocarry the Prize; the value whereof 


7 


- 


to. be at. the diſcretion ofthe Judges : That 
All the. Aſſailants, as well French as Stran- 
gers, ſhould be oblig'd, openly to lay hand 
on one, or more ( at their choice ) of the 
' ©, Ef I Shields 
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Shields that ſhould hang at a Pillat #t the 
end of the Liſts, where an'@fficer of Arms 
ſhould be ready t6 receive them, aid enroll 
them according 'to theit Quality, and the 
Shields they had handled : That the Afſaik 
ants ſhould be botind to cauſe 'rheir Shields 
and Arms to be brought by a Gentleman, 
and hung up at the'Piſlar rhree days before 
the beginning of the Tonrney, on pain of 
not being receiv'd withour the Tpeoia leave 
of 'the'Defendants; *- 
A great Lift was made, reaching fron the 
Chateaude 7 ournetlsicrols S Anthiny's Street 
to the King's Stables. Thete 'wtre'6nrboth 
fides 'Scaftolds and Theatres, with covert 
Galleries, very plexfng'to the'f br;46d that 

would. hold 'an © in fre of 
Pritices atid'great Lords made it 4 
nels to [vide White might be” 16 
appear there in $ eidor wi to have ſritheit 
Che ahd Devices ſometling of Gallantry 
relating to the Ladies they lov'd. | 
A tew days before the Dake A4/vz ar 
riv'd , the King made a Match at Tehnis 
with Motficur de Nemiurs, the Chevalier 4: 
Gujſe, 'and the Vidathe de Chartfts,” The 
Queen, attended” with the 'Latfesof 'the 
Court, and ( among the'reft)) Madam 4 
Cleve went to ſee thern play : The Game be 
ing etided, as they went out of the Tennis: 
Court, 
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The Princeſs of Cleve. ity 
Court , Chaſtelart came up to the Queen- 
Dauphin, and told her he had by chance hit 
upon a Letter of Gallantry fallen out of Mon- 
fieur de Nemoars's Pocket. - This Queen ; 
who always had a Curioſity for any thing 
that concern'd Monfienr de Nemours, bid 
Chaſtelart give it her : He did 1o, and he fol- 
low'd the Queen her Mother-1n-Law , who 
was going with the King to {te them work 
at the Liſts. They had not been long there, 
but the King ſent for ſome Horſes he had 
lately caus'd to be taken in, and though they 
were not throughly manag'd, the King 
would-mount one of them, and order'd his 
Attendants to mount the reft : The fiery'ft 
and higheſt-mettl'd of them fell tothe King's 
ſhare, and Monſieur de Nemonry's : Their 
Horſes would have preſently fallen fowl on 
ene another. Monſieur de Nemours tor fear 
of hurting the King, recoy!'d briskly , and 
| an back his Horfe againſt a Poſt, with that 
' | violence ir made him ſtagger : The Comipa- 
| ay ran in preſently ro Monſieur de Nemonrs, 
thiaking him grievoufly hurt. Madam 
Cleve was more ſenſible of it thanany other, 
8nd thought him worſe hurt: She was fo 
much concern'd; ſhe never' thought of hi- 
ding the apprehenfion and trouble it put her 
140 ; ſhe went to him with the Queens, but 


With a Countenance ſo chang'd, one lefs 
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onexxn6 LTH FTrinceſs of Cleve. 
.concern'd;than the Chevalier de Guiſe might 
-have eaſily perceiv'd it. He quickly obſerv'd 
it, and minded more the condition the was #0 
1n then, than that of Monſieur de Nemours, iÞ £01 
The violence of the Juſtle had ſo ſtunn'd the} /% 
Prince, he ſtood a while leaning his Head on ff © 
thoſe that ſupported him : - When he held it} fc 
up, he preſently ſpy'd Madam de-Cleve,' and} of 
diſcover'd in her. looks the pity -the had of | 
him ; and look'd-on her-in ſuch a manner, as || bu 
made her eaſily,comprehend how ſenfible he 9 
was of it. Afterwards he thanked'the Queens 7 
for the goodneſs. expreſt towards him, and }j 4: 
excus'd the condition he had been inbeforef tl 
them. This done, the King -commandedj © 
him to-go torelt. | 
Madam ge. Cleve being;:recover'd of thef Þ 
Fright ſhe had been in, refle&ed- quickly on 
the Evidence ſhe had given of it. The Che || © 
valier de Guiſe' preſently put her out 'of the} ® 
hopes ſhe had-no body had. taken notice off * 
it, giving her his Hand to 'lead her out off ® 
the Liſts ; 7 have more cauſe to complain, lays} 
he, Madam,. than Monfieur de Nemours;Þ| 8 
Pardon me , if for a moment, I forget the-pro F 
found reſpett I have always had for you, to let f 
you ſee how 1 grieve at Heart for what my} * 
Eyes have but now diſcover'd: *Tw the firſt © 
time I have taken the boldneſs to (peak to you, © 
and it ſhaft be the laſt : Death, or an everlaſelj 
| RET bs Bia: Fo 
on » 


LIMI 


The P rinceſs of Cleve.. I I7 
my Abſence will remove me from a place 7 car 
no longer live in ; having now loſt the ſorry 
comfort I had,in believing all thoſe who durſt 
look on you, were as unfortunate as 1. 
; Madam de Cleve anſwer'd as-1t ſhe had 
fot underſtood him : She would have been 
offended another time at any Declaration he 
ſhould have made of his afte&tion for her ; 
but thar moment her thoughts were wholly 
drown'd in a deep affliftion tor the Diſcove- 
= had made of her kindneſs tor Monſieur 
e Nemours. The Chevalier de Gui/e was fo 
throughly convinc'd of it, and fo heartily 
troubled at it, he took a reſolution never to 
think more of obtaining her Love. But to 
quit an Enterprize that appear'd ſo difficult 
and glorious, he muſt pitch on another great 
enough to fill the room the former had taken 
up in his thoughts. He had formerly enter- 
tain'd ſome thoughts of the taking of Rhodes; 
and* when Death took him out of the World 
in the Flower of his Youth, when he had 
gain'd the Reputation of one of the greateſt 
Princes of his time; the only grief he expreſt 
tor leaving the world, was, he had nor been 
able to pur in execution ſo noble a Reſoluti- 
on, the ſucceſs whereof he thought infallible, 
through the care he had taken tor it, 
When Madam de Cleve was gone out of 


the Liſts, ſhe went to the Queens Lodgings, 
, I 3 full 
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full of the thoughts of what had newly hap. 


pen'd. Monſieur de Nemours came in pre. 


fently after, in a very magnificent Habit, and 
like one no way ſenſible of the late Accident, 
but in appearance more gay and jovial than 
ordinary : His Joy for what he thought 
he had lately diſcoyer'd, -gave his Counte. 


pancean Air, made him appear handſomer, | 


( if poſſible) than formerly. The Come 
pany was ſurpriz'd at his entrance, every 
one ask'd him how he did, - except Madam 
de Cleve, who ſtaid near the Chimney, as 
if ſhe had not ſeen him : The King coming 


Qut of his Cloſet, ſaw him among the reſt, 


and call'd him to have ſome Diſcourſe of 
his Adventure. Monſieur de Nemours paſſing 
by Madam de Cleve, ſaid to her very low, 
# have this day receiv'd ſome Marks of your 
Pity, Madam; but they were nat ſuch as 1 

am moſt worthy of, Madam de Cleve doubt- 


ed before, that M.de Nemours had obſerv'd'the 


Concern ſhe was in for him ; and his words 
ſufficiently confirm'd the truth of her 
Thoughts. Tt troubled her extreamly ſhe 
had been ſo little Miſtreſs of her Sentiments, 
as not to have been able to conceal them 
from the Chevalier Je Guiſe. It added to her 
grief Monſieur d« Nemours had diſcoyer'd 
them ; yet this grief was not ſo pure, but it 
had a mixture of pleaſure, ribs 
He : | ; The 
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The Queen-Dauphin, impatiently deſirous 
to know the Contents of the Letter Chaſ/te- 
nd f /art had given her, went to Madam ge Cleve, 
Go read this Letter, fays ſhe, it v addreſs'd 
an} to Mon/iexr de Nemours; and in a// appears 
hel rance was ſent him by the Miſtreſs for whons 
e- | he hath quitted all athers: Tf you cannot read 
rf. 7t at preſent, neg it, and bring it meat 
n- | Night as 7 go to Bed, and tell me if you know 
y | the Haxd. With that, the Queen-Dauphin 
mi left Madam de Cleve, but ſo ſurpriz'd and 
15 | aſtoniſh'd, ſhe could not a while ſtir out of 
g | her place: It put her into that impatience 
t. | and trouble, ſhe was not able to ſtay ar the 
f | Queens Lodgings; but went home, though 
7 | long before her uſual hour of retirement. 
, | Her Hand trembled as ſhe held the Letter, 
# | her Thoughts were perplex'd, and extreamly 
[ 
; 


diſorder'd; and the trouble ſhe was in, no 
leſs new than inſupportable : Aſſoon as ſhe 
got into her Cloſer, ſhe open'd the Letter, 
and found it to this effect. LEN 


The LET TER. 


[| Have lov'd you too well to let you believe 
the change you obſerve in me 1s an effett vi 
Lightneſs ; I am going to tell you, your Infi» 
| dely i the cauſe of it ; you will be ſurpriz'd 
{ charge you with unfaithfulneſs : yau have 
oy I 4 kepr 
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kept it from me ſo cunningly, and I have been 
at ſo much pains to conceal from you my knows 
Jedye of it, you have reaſon enough to be aſto« 
iſh d at the diſcovery. I wonder at my ſelf 
have been able ſo long , not to let you know 
Jomething of it. Never was affliction equal 
to mine, 1 believ'd you had for me a violent 
Paſſion ; I ſerupld as little the owning that 1 
had for you. The very time I wade you a full 
diſcovery of at, 7 found my ſelf deceiv'd, that 
you were in Love with another, and in all 
appearance made a Sacrifice of me to your new 
Miſtreſs : Icame to the knowledge of it the 
day you ran at the Ring, which was the cauſe 
Twas not at the Sight : To hide the diſorder 
of my Mind, I feign'd my ſelf ſick, and quick- 
ly became really ſo ; my Body being too weak to 
ſupport and endure the violent agitations with- 
zn me : When I began to recover, I ſtill pre- 
tended my ſelf wery ill, to furniſh my ſelf 
with an Excuſe for not ſeeing, or writing to 
yoa. I was willing to have time to reſolve how 
fo deal with yog ; I took, and 1 quitted twen- 
ty times the ſame reſolutions: At laſt I thought 
you unworthy to be made acquainted with my 
grief, and reſolu'd you ſhould not know it. 1 
was willing to bring down your Pride,by letting 
you Jee my Paſſion ( of it ſelf ) grow weaker 
and weaker : I thought it the way to leſſen the 
value of the Sacrifice you made of me, and wes 
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The Princeſs of Cleve: 121 
loth you ſhould have the Pleaſure of appear. 
ing more amiable in the Eyes of another, by 
ſhewing ber how deeply T low'd you: T reſold 
my Letters to you ſhould be cold and indiffe- 
rent,that ſhe you gave them to, might perceive 
(or imagine at leaſt) my Love at an end: I was 
unwilling (he ſhould have the pleaſure to find 7 
knew ſhe triumph'd over we, or the advan- 
tage to ſet off her triumph with my deſpair, 
and my reproaches : To break with you, 7 
thought too ſmall a puniſhment for you ; and 
that it would have troubled you but little to 
find I lov d you no longer when you had firlt for- 
ſaken me. I knew it neceſſary you ſhould love 
me, to feel the ſmart of not being lov'd,which 
_ me ſo ſore. I was of opinion, if any 
| | thing could make you love me as you had done, 
it muſt be to let you ſee my Aﬀeition was 
| chang'd ; but ſo to let you ſee it as if 1 would 
" | Save hid it from you, and had not the power 
\ | to ownzt to you. This reſolution 1 adher'd to, 
| / found it difficult to take, and (when I ſaw 
you) 7 thought it impoſſible to execute. I was 
an hundred times ready to break out into Re- 
proaches and Lamentations : My indiſpoſiti- 
on ſerv d me for a Diſguiſe, to hide from you 
the afflition and troable I was in. By degrees 
1 found pleaſure in diſſembling with you, as 
you did mith me : But it went ſo much againſt 
ts Grain, to tell you or write to you, that 7 
(RR | ns lov'd 


s WV 


he Des. Loi. A... = 2. eo Tis Lo Cn By. 


UMI 


122 The Princeſs of Cleve. 
lov d you-;, you quickly: perceiv'd I had no ming 
te let you ſee my Aﬀettion was alter'd: Thy 
touch'd you, you complain'd; TI endeavour 
zo confirm you in an Opinion of my Conſtancy, 
but it was in a way ſo ſtrange, and ſo forc'd, 
it convinc'd you the wore I had no more Low 
for you. In a word, 1 did alt T intended ty 
have done : the further 1 fled from you, the 
more eagerly you ſought me, ſo fantaſtical wa 
your humour ; this gave me all the pleaſure g 
ful revenge is capable to beſtow : It wa clear 
to me you lou'd me more than ever, and 7 let 
you ſee I had no Love for you: you gave me 
eauſe to believe you had entirely abandou'd her 
for whoſe ſake you had forſaken me ; and I hat 
ſome reaſon to think you had never ſpoke to her 
of me; but your Repentance and Diſcretin 
could not make amends for your Lightneſs and 
Taconſtancy : your Aﬀettion hath been divided 
between me aud another, and you have de- 
ceiv'd me: This is enough to take away all the 
pleaſure of being lov'd by you, as I thaught | 
deſert'd, and to make me perſiſt in the reſoly: 
tion I have taken never to ſee you more, which 
fo muchſurprizes you, 
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Madam ade Cleve read the Letter again 
and again, yet knew not what ſhe read : 
ſhe perceiv'd only, Monſieur de Nemoyrs was | w 
not ſa in Love with her as ſhe had though 

E- Out, 


The Princeſs of Cleve. 323 
but lov'd others, who wereno lefs deveiv'd 


-4n bim than ſhe. What a Diſcovery was 


this for a Perſon of her humour, who had a 
violent Paſſion, who had newly given Evi 
dence of it toa Man ſhe judg'd unworthy of 


it; and to another ſhe vs'd 1ll for: love of 
Fhim! Never was grief ſo cutting as hers ; 


ſhe imputed the ſharpneſs of it to that days 
Adventures , and that it Monſieur de Ne- 
mours had not had occaſion to believe ſhe 
loy'd him, ſhe would not have car'd for his 
loving another : Yet ſhe did but deceive her 
elf, the Diſeaſe ſhe was ſick of, and thought 
ſ intolerable,was Jealouſie, with all its hor= 
tible Attendants: This Latter diſcover'd to 
her a piece of Gallantry Monſieur deNemours 
had long been engag'd in. She ſaw the Lady 
who had written the Letter, was a Perfon 
of Wit and Merit ; ſhe thought her one that 
deſerv'd his Love, and of more courage than 
her ſelf ; and envy'd the power ſhe had ro 
conceal her Paſſhon from Monſieur de Ne- 
wours; The Cloſe of the Letter gave her 
cauſe to believe that Perſon thought her ſelf 
lov'd ; ſhe was preſently of opinion the dif- 
cretion that Prince had made ſhew of to her, 
and ſhe had been ſo taken with,was perhaps 
but the effect of his Paſſion for the other, 
Wham he fear'd to difpleaſe. In a word, all 
hex Thoughts were ſo many 'Torments, to 
Og. 7H heighten 


124 The Princeſs of Cleve; 
heighten her affli&tion, and occaſion deſpair, 
What Refleions did ſhe make on'her ſelf, 
and the Counſels her Mother had given her? 
How did the repent her not having perſiſted 
in her Reſolution of. quitting the World , 
though without the leave of Monſieur de 
Cleve ; or her not having purſu'd the inten- 
tion ſhe had of confeſſing to him the inclina- 
tion ſhe had for Monſieur de Nemours 2 She 
thought ſhe had better have diſcover'd it to a 
Husband, whoſe goodneſs ſhe was affur'd of, 
and would have been concern'd to conceal 
it, than to have let a Man know it who 
was altogether unworthy of it, who deceiv'd 
her, and perhaps made a Sacrifice. of her ; 
andcar'd-no more for her Love, than to have 
matter thence to feed his Pride and Vanity, 
In a word, ſhe thought no greater Miſchief 
could befal her, nor ſhe have done worle, 
than'to have given Monſieur de Nemoxrs oc- 
caſion to believe ſhe lov'd him ; and to have 
faace found he was in love with another. All 
the Comfort ſhe had; was, to believe, that 
having diſcover'd his falſeneſs, it would per- 
fectly cure her of the inclination ſhe had tor 
him. | 

-She never thought of the order the Queen» 
Dauphin had given her, to be with: her at 
her going to Bed ; . but weat to Bed her ſelf, 
pretending ſhe was 1ll : ſo that when Mqs» 
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Ihe Princeſs of Cleve: nx 
Feur Je Eleve came from the King, they told 
him ſhe was afleep ; but 'ſhe was far enough 
{from being fo well atreſt, affliing her {elf 
all Night; ' and reading over the Letter ſhe 
had in her Hand. | 
"Madam de Cleve was. not the ſole Per 
Fon this Letter diſturb'd. The Yidame de 
:Chartres, who: in. truth had loſt it, was in 
:no:ſmall trouble for it: He had paſs'd that 
-Evening at the Duke of Guiſe's, who had 
treated. at Supper his Brother-1n-Law,, the 
Duke of Ferrara, and all the young People 
bf the Court. ' As Fortune would have it, 
they diſcours'd at Supper of Letters; the 
Hidame told them, he had about him the 
fineſt that-ever was writ: They preſs'd him 
toſhew- it, -but he deny'd. : Monſieur de Ne- 
#oxrs infiſted he had.no ſuch Letter,and that 
bj hetalk'd vainly. The idame anſwer'd, he 
» | puthim very hard to itz\ yet he would not 
- | thew him the Letter, : but would read part of 
2 | 4t, which would give: then cauſe to: judge 
| | few Men receiv'd the like. Having faid this, 
t | the would havetaken out the Letter,but cou'd 
- | [not find it: Heſearch'dfor it, but to no pur» 
' | poſe; the Company jeer'd him as it he ne- 

ver had any ſuch; but he was fo vex'd at the 
* | loſs, rhart they forbore ſpeaking further of it. 
| He! retir'd; before the reſt of the Company, 
» | and with great impatience went home, to 
822 Rn 
J 


0 5- vw mp You ot 


® Us Ws win ww wonyw = CD 


126 The Princeſs of Cette. 
ſearch for the Letter he mifs'd.. As he was 
in :fearch of it, a Page 'of the Queens came ty 
tell- him: that. the/V ears woah hai 
thought it acceſiary. to give-him it 
telligence, that at the Queehs:Ladgings they 
diſcours'd: of a Letter of Gallantry dropp'd 
out of his Pocket as he was at Tenms : That 
they had recited part of what was written in 
it; that the Queen: ſeem'd very deſirousto 
fee it; . that ſhe-had ſent to one of her Gen» 
tlemen- for it, bur. hheanſwer'd he had given 
itChaſ/telars. - : 9 
- The Page added other Particulars which 
heighten'd the /idame's Trouble.” He went 
preſeatly'ts a Gentleman who was very inti- 
mate with Chaſfe/art, and (though at avery 
unſeafonable hour.) made him get up outof 
Bed, togo ask iChuſtelart for the Letter, with- 
out letrmpg himknow who is ore far it;or 
had t6ft it. Chafelant fully poileſs'd the Let- 
ter” belong'd to'Monſicur as Newours,/ and 
that he was: in {Love with the Queen-Dau- 
phin,made noddubt but he had-fent inf ſearch 
of: it, and with a»malicious Joy-arfwer'd, he 
had deliver'd it tothe Queer-Dauphin. ' The 
Gentleman brought the #idame thts Anſwer, 
which-added to fristrouble : | After long de- 
bate what conrſe totake, the faw Monſieur 


ze Nemours was the only Perſag conld help }' 


him-out of the trouble he was umn,” 
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World, that you can make me a Propoſal 


The Prineeſe of Cleve: =" 
© He went to his Houſe, and tEnter'd his 
Chiathiber-at of Day : The Pritice was 
k& afleep, the kindneſs of Madam ge Cleve 
the day before on given him fach plea- 

thotghts, that he reſted very ſweetly 
that Night. He'was ſurpriz'd to find him- 
KI awaken'd by the Y7Jame of Chartres, 
nd ask'd him if it was to be reveng'd of 
Him for what he had faid at Supper, that he 
was comethusearly to break his Reft ? The 
Vidame's Looks gave him quickly to under- 
fland'his Buſineſs was very ferious: *Tam 
*orne, ſays he, to truft you with the moſt 
b:mportant Aﬀair of my Life : 1 know very 
well you are not oblipg'd to me for the'con- 
*Fidence, becauſe I do it in a rimel ftandin 
*necd of your help; 'but T am fatisfy'd with- - 
Fhonld havetoft your eſteem, ,had T ac- 
Iquainted you with what I am going to tell 
You, without being forc'd to'{rby abſolute 
®heceffity. T have dropp'd the Letrer I ſpoke 
*of yeſterday, it concerts me extreamly,no 
ne ſhould know it 'was addreſs'd to me. 
Several who were at the Tennis-Court ye- 
*Rerday, where IT dropp'd it, have ſeen it. 
*you werethere, and I beg the fayour you 
*would own you have loſt it. Sute, ſayes, 
© Wonfreur de Nemours, ſmiling, you think 
*T have not ſuch a thing as a Miſtreſs in the 
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* Ever ſince I came to Cou::, the:Queen 

* hath been pleas'd to uſe me v/:11. particulatÞey, 
'* favour, and hath given me ©21:\,va beheve 

* ſhe hath kindneſs. tor. rae : © jo ; thablith 
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4 ' The-Primceſo off evE rg 
1+] kndver entertain'd any then _ her bit 
fwhar was full -of. reſpeQeiT wa ih 
Love with Madam de: Steer - yollialtio' 
thave ſeen her, :mayafily judg cirwswbr 
eftrange any one ſhould love heryif heli 
thim as the-did me. [Nearstwo: yearsT ace, 
&he:Court beingat Fountalublics ,b wasrwo' 
Gt three times: in diſcourſe with the Quicert 
When: there was very little; Companyic- 
Ulidaght my Sence pleasg her, and thatthe. 
rovi&whatever I ſaid. Oneday ſhetell 
Cmo:a:Diſconrfe of Confidence ;- I: "cold het 
there was not a Perſon in theWorld [ coutd 
Entirely confide in, that-d found many;had 
Gapenced: iot+having dane- it ; © andithas F 
ſeb6rab things Þ had: never ſpoke of; 
\Phe Queentold ne ſhe eſteem'd\me rhrber« 
\ter:for' it, : that*fhe had not-found a Perforn 
tn France could: keep. a\Secret 5 anderivar 
[nothing fraubled her orgy * becauſe it dex 
2] _ her oftthe-pleaſurevabiliaving aGon-, 
; than which. nothi renecatfa- 
pc dſpecially: for thoſe of berWaality =6he 
fell ſeveral tinies aftercimortbe like. Dil 
"Faure, and made me acquainted withiver 
*particular Paſtages : At:ilaſt 1 thought the 
thad a mind to learn ſome $Secret- of mine ; 
MItandto: truſt me with hers ::1was ſoſehſi- 
” 1{ ble of this diſtinguiſhing favour, ir:engag'd 
Rrictly-to her,and I made my Court to 

K * her 
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” T3y. T%6Poxeſrof.Cleve. 
© her with moteadGGuity than ordinary.One 
Evening the King: and the Ladies went on 
© Horſeback intothie Forreſt to take the Air; } *« 
© the Queen went nat,being a little indiiſpos'd, | © 
<-ſtgid'to wait on: her, ſhe walk'd downto | * 
* the Pond-ſide, 'and to beat more liberty, 
«would not be handed by the Gentlemen- 
*Uſters : Having taken a Turn or two, the 
*came to.me, anc bid me follow her :/ would 
ſptutwith you; fays the, and by what 1 fhal 
fayitogon; you Wl find 1 am your Friend; $he 
 foppd+ there, and look'd earneftly lone; 
Tagart in Love, ſays ſhe,and becauſyyor bave 
ware no one your Conjidentyou think your love 
# wof-known ; but it} 3, audit Perſons who 
greener datiti:cJou are py agony conn 


where” you ſee: your Miſtreſs. b\eifeovey ty itil 
therets a defgeito farprize you: T know m! 


your: Merſbreſs, norido 1 ask you who fbe is ; but 
would arm you grainſt the Plots thatare vaid 
fer\ype.;'* Qbſerve, Sir, what'a Stiare- thys 
* wastrom a Queer; and how hard to cfcape: 
© She: had a'mmand to know if I was in Love, 
and ndtiaskingwhom I lov'd,but letring me 
*{eher pure intentions of doing me a kind: 
*nets;thepur it out of my thoughts to ſaſpet? 

- *herrof Curiofity; much lefs ot Deſign. 
-  *But againſt all probability, I came to! 
* diſcovery ofthe Truth, I was in Love-with 
* Madam de Themines ; but though ſhe lov'd}' ec 
MN — 9, «me. 
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*me, I was not ſo happy to have particular 
© places to ſee her, or to-fear a Stirprize, I 
Gcalily ſaw /twas not ſhe the Queen ſpoke of : 
Cl knew well-ehough 1;:had ſome concern of 
- (Gallantry, with a Woman leſs handſome, 
© and leſs ſeyete than . Madam' de Themives, 
and it was not impoſlible the place I us'd to 
"meet her might haye been diſcover'd ;: but 
"that was a [Buſineſs I fo little car'd for, I 
*could eaſily prevent any danger, . by for- 
*bearing; to ſee her : Thus I relolv'd not to 
(confeſs any thing to the Queer, but aflur'd 
ther I had long Jaid aſide the defife of gain+ 
ing the Love of Women, where I might | 
hope for ſucceſs, having {ound them almoſt 
tall unworthy the Engagement of an honeſt 
(Man; and that I was now altogether for 
Homething above them. 7ou do not anſwer 
we iraly ; replies the Rucer, 7 am afſur d of 
the contrary. The manger of my ſpeaking to 
you, ſhould oblige you to hide nothing from 
we. Tam willing, adds the, you ſhould be 
ove of my Friends, but not willing ( having 
taken you into tat Number) to be ignorant 
bow you are engag*d. See whether the Place 
of being my Friend, be too dear at the price of 
making me your Confident : I give you two days 
to think ou't; but after that time 1 expett 
your Anſwer ; and remember, if I find you de* 
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FF o232 The Priieeſsof Cleve. | 
| ©Haviopg ſaid this', the Queen left me ; | 


© without _—_ my Anſwer : You may 
* believe ſhe had ſaid enough to employ my 
*thoughts. I did hot think the:two days ſhe 
© had allow'd metoo long a time to'come to 


© Reſolution. -I faw ſhe was willing toknow 


©if I was in Love, and that ſhe did not much 
© deſire I ſhould be fo. I conſider'd'the Con- 
© ſequences of the Engagement I was entring 
* into. My vanity was tickled with the fancy 
* of having a particular Intrigue with a Queen; 


anda Queen whoſe Perſon is 'extreamly a- 


© miable : On the other ſide, I lov'd Madam 
* de Themines , - and could not-find in my 
© heart to break with her quite; though I 
* committed a petty Treaſon againſt her, by 
*my Engagement with the other I formerly 
*told you of. I apprehended the danger T 
* ſhould expoſe my {elf to, if I deceiv'd the 
* Queen, and how hard it would be:to do it : 
© Yet I could not refolve to refuſe-what For- 
© tune offter'd me, but was willing to'run the 
© hazard of any thing my ill Conduct might 
*bring upon me : Ibroke withrthar Woman 
where fear'd a diſcovery,and was in hopes 
*to conceal the Intelligence I held with 
*Madam de Themines. | 
-* © At the two days end, I entred the-Cham- 
© ber where the Queer was with all the La- 
* diesabout her ; ſhe ſaid aloud, and v"_ a 
Sonnet at: " £Gi 
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'* Gravity that ſurpriz'd me,/Zave you thought 
of the Bufineſs I gave you in Charge,and found 
out the truth of it 2. * Yes, Madam,: anſwer'd 
*7, and 'tis as I told your Majeſty. Come 
in the Evening when 1 am wy, replies 
ſhe, and you ſhall have further order, * Ha- 
*ving made a profound Reverence, I with- 
* drew without further Anſwer, and fail'd 
*not to attend at the hour afſign'd: I found 
*her in the Gallery, with her Secretary and 
* one of her Women : Aſloon as ſhe ſaw me, 
*ſhe came to me, and took me to the other 
*end of the Gallery : Wel, ſays ſhe, upon ſe- 
cond thoughts, have you nothing to ſay tome? 
And my uſage of you, doth it not deſerve you 
ſbould deal fincerely with me 2 * My Sincerity, 
* Madam, reply d 7, is the cauſe I have no- 
*thing to ſay ; and I ſwear to your Majeſty, 
*with all the reſpe& due to your Majeſty, I 
* have no Engagement with any Woman of 
*the Court. / will believe it, ſays ſhe, becauſe 
Twiſhit ſo; and I wiſh it, becauſe I deſire to 
bave you entirely mine, and that it would be 
impoſſible I ſhould be ſatisfy'd with your friends 
ſhip if you are in Love: there us no truſting 
thoſe that are ſo, there's no relyiug on their 
ſecrefie-; the partiality they have for their Mi- 

| Freſſes,who ſtill rake up the firſt room in their 

| #houghts, ſuits not with the manner 1 would 
axve you engag d to me : Remember then, that 
i | K 3 upon 
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134 The Princeſs of Cleve. 
upon your giving me your word , you 4ye not 0+ 
zherwife eugag d, I chuſe you for my Confident: 
Remember I would have you entirely mine,and 
that you muſt have no Friend of either Sex but 
fuch as I pleaſe to allow you ; and that you are 
20 quit all Cares but that of pleafing me. Tou 
ſhall not loſe your Fortune by it, T ſhall take 
more care of it than you can your felf ; and 
whatever 7 do for you, I ſhall think it well 
beſtow'd, if you anſwer my expetation of you. I 
bave made choice of you to make you acquaint- 
-A with all my Griefs, and to help me out of 
*hem. Tou may judge they are no mean ones : I 
endure in appearance, with very little patn,t he 
Aing's Rnoagement with the Ducheſs of Va- 
$entinos, but "tis inſupportable. She governs 
the 1:17, ſhe deludes him, ſhe cheats him, ſhe 
Wichts me , ſhe hates me , ſhe hath debauch'd 
»:y Servants, they are all at her beck : The 
ce, my Daughter-in-Law,is ſo proud of her 
5caaty, and the Credit of her Uncles, ſhe pays 
72 x0 reſpett.-The Conſtable Montmorency 7s 
Maſter of the K Ing and his Kingdom > 10 
hates me, and hath given proofs of his hatred 
F ſhall never forget. The Marſhal St. Andre 
7s a fiery young Favourite, who uſes me no bet- 
zer than the reſt ; you would pity me, ſhould 1 
give you a particular account of my misfortunes. 
Till now I never durſt truſt any Man with 
them: 1 truſt you, give me no canſe to repOut 
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The Princeſs of Cleve. 
it, and let me have comfort of you. * As ſhe 


*faid theſe words,her Eyes reddend-:-I-was 
*{o ſenſible of the goodnefs the ha 


bes. 
"% 


- ffor me, I was going to throw my ſelf at 
| ther feet. From that day ſhe plac'dentire 

b *Confidence in me, and did nothing ah = 1 

* | "firſt adviſing with me; and I have ever” 
1 *fince maintain'd a. Correſpondence which 

1; | *holds to this day. 
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* IDUſic as I was, and full of my new En- 
; gagement to the Queer, 'I held fair 
* and firm with Madam de Themines,by a na- 
* tural inclination it was not in my power to 
Cyanquith : Yet” merhoughts-the cool'd-in 
*her Love to me; and where, had I been 
*wiſe, þ ſhould have made uſe of the change 
* obſerv'd in her for my Cure ; it doubled my 
*Love,and I manag'd it ſoill, that the Queen 
4 baJJome knowjedge of it. Jealouſie is na- 
* tural to thoſe of her Nation, and perhaps 
f that Princeſs had a greater atteQtion for mg, 
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The Princeſs of Cleve; 137 
{han ſhe her ſclfcould-imagine. At laſt ths 
Report of:my. being in Love, diſturb'dand 
* troubled hex to that height, thatT th 
{my ſelfan hundred times ruin'd in my Cre- 
«dit with her :- But diligence, ſubmiſſion and 
*falſe Oaths brought me again into favour : 
«Yet it would not have been 1n my. power to 
# have deceiv'd her long, had not Madam ge 
* Themines, fare againſt my will, diſengag'd 
«me from her. | Se made it appear her Love 
«for me was at anend,and I was ſo convinc'd 
if fof it, that I was forc'd to torment her ao 
# further, but let her alone. A ſhort time af 
(ter ſhe writ me the Letter I haveloſt: by 
£ it I perceiv'd ſhe knew the Commercel had 
ewith that Woman IT told you of, atid that 
- | *her change proceeded from thence. Thence- 
forward the Queen was well ſatisfy'd with 
-| * me, being no longer divided as formerly : 
r | *But the Sentiments I have for her, being not 
$of a nature to render me incapable of en- 
*oaging elſewhere, and Love being not a 
thing depends on our choice, I fell in Love 
*with Madam de Martigues, for whom I had 
{no ſmall inclination, when ſhe was YViJemon- 
* tar's Maid of Honour to the Queen- Dauphin. 
£T had reaſon to believe ſhe did not hate me. 
the Diſcretion I made ſhew of '( ſhe nor 
5 [knowing all the Reaſons of it.) pleas'd her 
s If yery well; The Queen hath no E_ 
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228 The Princeſs of Cleve. 
*of me on that fide, .but has- on another ge; fic 
$ count, which proves no lefs troubleſom; ley 
$ Madam de Martigzes being every ' day 
$ at 'the Qzcer-Daxphin's, 1 frequent herfj+ 
ws ings oftner than ordinary : the Queer ſs 5 
F fancies E am in Love with'that Princeſs, 
£ The Quality of Madam /e Dauphis being 
*equal to the Queens, and her Beauty and} 
©Youth above hers, have 'made the Quees 
$ jealons even to Fury, and fill'd her with af 
* Hatred ſhe can no longer conceal againſt her 
* Daughter-in- Law. The Cardinal of Lorain, | +1} 
*who ( I have long thought ) aſpires theÞj* 
* Queens Favour, and fees me poſlcts a place Þ + y 
"he would willingly be in, under pretence of | * 
* reconciling the Queens, is become con-| *{þ 
*cern'd in the Differences between them, IÞ| s0/ 
* make no doubt but he hath difcover'd the «y 
*true Cauſe of the Queens Anger, andT be 6h 
©lieve he does me all kinds of ill Offices, || 5] 
* without letting her fee he doth it on deſign:Y $4 
*This 1s the ſtate of my preſent condition;]] « 6 
* zudgeyou what effect the Letter I have loft} «44 
* may produce, which I unfortunately put in- 
*to my Pocket to reſtore ic to Madam 4 
© Themines. If the Queen fee this Letter, ſhelf, 
* will know I have deceiv'd her; and tht] 4. 
©almoſt the ſame time I deceiv'd her by Ma-J: 

* dam de Themines , I deceiv'd Madam de}'y 
veneer by another : Jadge yon-whur oh 
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(will think of me then, and whether ſhe 
{will ever truſt my Words more. If the fee 
tnat the Letter , what ſhall I fay to her> 
(She knows it hath been given the Queex- 
Dauphin, ſhe will believe Chaſtelart knew 
ther Hand, and that the Letter was hers : 
the will imagine her ſelf perhapsthe Perſon, 
the that wrote the Letter declares her (elf 
Gealous of, In a word, ſhe hath occaſion 
{to think any thing, and there ts nothing ſa 
#bad but I have cauſe to fear from her 
thoughts - beſides, I am heartily concern'd 
*for Madam de Martigues ; the Queen-Dan- 
*abin will certainly ſhew her this Letter, 
fwhich ſhe will believe lately wrir ; thus 
{ſhall T be embroy[Pd with the Perfon whom 
fof all the world I love moſt, no lefs than 
fwith the Perſon whom of all the Workd1 
thave moſt cauſe to fear. See now whether 
fThave not reaſon to conjure you to own 
ſthe Letter as yours, and to beg the favour 
* of you to get it out of the Queen-Dauphin's 
(Hands. 

* Tam very wel! ſatisfy'd, anſwers Monſieur 
de Nemonrs , you are ſufficiently perplex'd; 
end it cannot be denyd but you wery web 
deſerve it. I have been charg'd with anfaith- 
fulneſs in my Amonrs , and being engag'd at 
ſame time 'in ſeveral Gallantries ; but 
you have fo far ont-done me, 1 gy 
9 ; ave 
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have imagi# 4 what you have undertakey 1. 
Could you pretend to hold fair with My, is 
dam de Themines, and keep her firm-to you, 
being engag d to the Queen 2 Could you hogs 
zo engage 'with the Queen, and deceive her of, 
' She ts an Italian, and a Queen, and coy. 
ſequently full of Suſpictons of Fealouſie and 
of Pride. When your good Fortune , r4 
ther than your good Conduit , had ſet you 
at Liberty from the Engagements you werel| .-.; 
formerly conceru'd in, you enter d inty 4 
new; and fancyd that in the midſt of the 
Court you could be in Love with Madam 
de Martigues , and the (Queen not know it. p, 
Tou could not have been too careful | 
taking from her the ſhame of having mad: 
the Fe Motion : ſhe has for you a violent gy; 
Paſſion; you bave more Diſcretion than t 
tell it me, and I, than to ask you of it : Cer- 
tain it is ſhe loves you, and intruſts you ; and 
the truth is, you are to be blamd. Js it 
your part , Sir, to chide me , ſays the Vic 
dame, interrupting him ; and are not. you 
concern'd to be indulgent to Faults within it 
your Experience > TI confeſs I am to blamg, I 
but think, 1 conjure you, how to get me out of nf 
this Abyſs : [think you muſt go ſee the Queen-1," 
Dauphin aſſoon as ſhe awakes, and ask her forl;h,, 
the Letter, as if you had loſt it. I have told): 
Jeu already , replies Monſieur de Nemoyes, |; 
p « F114» 
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Ihe thing you propoſe is ſomewhat extraor- 
Iinary', © and © there are Difficulties in 
"Ii; am -( upon my own account ) very loth 
"jt engage in. But if the Letter hath been 
Neem ro drop out of your Pocket, how ſhall 
"Wperſwade them it dropp'd. out of mine? IT 
"I thought: Thad told you, ſays the Vidame, zhe 
a Rueen-Dauphin ' hath been inform'd you had 
I droppidit. How, replies Monſieur de Ne- 
'""y mourns, haſtily ( apprehending- the ill Confſe- 
'6 quence the Miſtake might be of to him «with 
"9 Madam de Cleve) Have they toid the Queen- 
i Dauphin 1 dropp'd the Letter? © Tes, ſays 
ny the Yidame, they have told her ſo: And the 
"Þ Reaſon of the Miſtake is , there were ſeve- 
| rat of the Queens Gentlemen in a Chamber 
"N belonging to the Temnis-Court , 'where our 
UF Cloaths were put up, and your Servants and 
"} mine went together to fetch them ; then it 
"Izz the Letter was dropp'd, thoſe Gentlemen 
" gather'd it up and read it aloud; ſome 
Y thoupht it was yours. others thought it mine : 
Chaſtelart., who took 7r , told me juſt now, 


{ 
Ia I ak'd him for it, that he had given 
git the Queen-Dauphin as a Letter of yours: 
And thoſe who ſpoke of it to the Queen, have 
of wfortunately ſaid it was mine : Tou may eaft- 
"Iy do what 1 defire, and get me out of 


forW;h: 
oy this Treuble. 
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Monſieur . de Nemoars .had ever been y 

eat Lover of the Yidame.of Chartres, and 
Bis near.Relation to Madam de Cleve, made 
him love him the more ; yet he could ga 
preſently reſolve to tun the hazard of own. 
ing that Letter.; He fell into a deep Study, 
and the Y:idame gueſſing the cauſe of his Me. 
ditation ; 7 ſee wel enough, ſays he, you art 
afraid of a, Broil with your Miſtreſs, ant 
would make me believe it u the ueen-Day 
phin; but yoa bave ſo little Fealoufie of Mon 
fieur d' Anvile, 1 cannot think it is (be. oth 
ever, *tis not-reaſouable you ſhould fſacrifiet 
your Repoſe\ to mine, and 1 will put \ydn ind 
way to convince your Miſtreſs the Letter wi 
direfled $0.me; and not you. - See bere's Bik 
let. from Madam d'Amboile, - who is-a Friend 
4 Madam 'de Themines, aud her Confident 
» the Amours between me and her : - By thi 
Billet Madam- d' Amboiſe defires me to. ſen 
ber her Frieuds Letter Thave loſt ; the Bilki 
# addreſs'd to me by Name, and the Content 
of it are an infallible Proof the Letter: fulf* 
gefires 1s the ſame they have found, I an 
content you ſhould take the Billet, and ſb 
z. your Miſtreſs for your Jaiſtification. '| 
conjure you not-to loſe a moments time, bt 
£9 preſently. to the (Queens Dauphins Loa) 
ings, "a IE» 
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1 'h © Gtonficur de Nemours promig'd to do fo, 
al and took the Billet ; yet he defign'd notto 
te the Queey-Dauphin, bur thought he had 
af] bufineſs concern'd him more : He made no 
doubt but ſhe had told Madam de Cleve of 
the Letter, and he could not endure a Perſon 
{68 he lov'd fo deſperately ſhould have occaſion 
tobelieve him engag'd with. another. 
He went to her afloon ashe thought hee 
) | awake, and ſent her word he would not have 
| defird the honour to ſee her at-fo unſeaſona- 
bean hour, but that he had extraordinary 
bu(meſs. Madam de Cleve was a-bed; trou- 
bled with the fad rhoughts ſhe had had all 
j that Night ; ſhe was extreamly furprizd to 
48 hear Monſieur: de Nemorrs ask'd for her; that 
Nights trouble had made her fo froward, the 
tly anſwer'd ſhe was not well, -and 
| eould not ſpeak with him. v8 
lf: Monſieur: de Nemours was not ſorry for 
the Repulſe;: be thought itnoill Omen'ſhe 
expreſs'd ſorne coldneſs at a time ſhe had oc» 
jon to be jealous: He went tothe A 
ment of Monſieur de Cleve, and told him he 
| eamefrom his Ladies, and was much trous 
{ bled tie could not ſpeak with her, upon buſi. 
9 neſs of conſequence that concerned the Yi 
1 i lame of Chartres, He gave Monſieur de 
'['Eteve a ſhort account of the Aﬀair, and he 
v took him along preſently to his Ladies _ 
w-% er 
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= Had ſlie not been inthe'dark, ſhecontdÞþ 
rdly' have donceal'd her'trouble and afto. $61 
niſhment,. to! ſee: Monſieur '#e-Nemours led $61 
into'her Chamber by her Husband. Monſieur 
x#e Cleve told;hert the buſtneſs was about aw 
Itter ; whereinthey wanted her helpin be. i 
half of the Vidamez'that ſhe was to confidesÞt 
with Monſieur: de; Nemours: what was tobe , 
dohg'as fdr him; -he muſt goto the Kiog, f 
who had newly: ſent for him. 
-« Monſieur? ds: Nemours had-his hearts 4 x 
Gire;to be-alonewith Madam de Cleve; - 4] 
am: come ta-ask you , Madam; ſays he, if}! 
*the:Qucer- Dauphin havenorſpoken to yau 
Sol x Letter Chaſtelarr gave: her yeſterday: [to 
Sho {aid ſomething to me of it,.. anſwers Mai F'% 
Mande Cleve; bas I do wot ſee how my/Vix 
ble:can be concern'd init, being/not ſo much a 
wam'd in it. **Tis true, Madam, replies Mons I: 
$fem de Nemours , he is/not. nam'd-in it;Þ 
$but-it was' addreſs'd to himy and it bighly 
5eopcerns him: you ſhould;getit ot ph theJ* 
<Areen- Dauphins Hands, -:14" cannot conceive; (0 
fays: Madam de Cleve, hom-it 'fbould concern 
him :to have: this Letter ſeen ; | and why: it 
fhould be ask'd for as his,” * If you pleaſeroÞ 
*give me hearing, Madam, replies-Monfient { 
« de Nemours, - 7 will preſently make. youll 
Acquainted with the Truth ;: arid -znformys 


you of Matters of ſo great importarice- 
"the * 
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1d Fehe Yidame, that I would not have truſted 


o-Fethe Prince of C/eve with them, [had I not 
needed his aſſiſtance to have the honour to 


ed I* 
wh lee you. 1 ſuppoſe what you can ſay tome 


wil be to ſmall purpoſe, ſays Madam de Cleve, 
ery unconcernedly, you were better find out 
e Queen- Dauphin, and without going ſo far 
be ks tell her the Intereſt you have in that 
g, {£etter, for (he has been inform 'd it belongs to 


" # 'Monſicur de Nemours was never better 
«1 Jpleas'd than to obſerve ſome peeviſhnels and 
if ftowardneſs in Madam de Cleve's Diſcourſe ; 
a {it delighted him ſo, he was not very haſty 
yi; $i Juſtifie himſelf. © I know not, ſays he,Ma- 
{4 Fam, what the Queen Dauphin hath been 
x {fnform'd, but Iam not at all concern'd in 
a ('theLetter, it was addreſs'd to the YVidame : 

ws [ielieve it, replies Madam de Cleve, But the 
t;&een-Dauphin hath been told otherwiſe; » and 
ly twill not appear very probable to her, a Let- 
he $er of the Vidame's ould drop out of your 
Pocker, for that reaſon at leaſt you have no 
equ/e that T7 know of, to conceal the truth from 
it Ihe Queen-Dauphin : 7 adviſe you to confeſs 
toro her. © T havenothing to confeſs to her, 

, fays he,the Letter was not addreſs'd to me; 
I} nd if there be any one I deſire ſhould be- 
eve fo, 'tis not the Queen-Dauphin. Bur , 

Madam , ſince this buſineſs concerns the Vis 
hel a L * dame 


ve; 
ro 
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* dame as much as his Fortune is worth, beflwo 
* pleas'd to be made acquainted with Paſlagesyj 
*1n themſelves worthy your Curioſity. Ma-Jin 
dam ae Cleve by her filence ſhew'd her rea-fw; 
dineſs to hear him, and he with all poflibleſ} 
brevity gave her an account of what the Yi.Jthi 
dame had told him; though the Paſlagesſbly 
were aſtoniſhing, and ſuch as deſerv'd anyſhic 
ones attention, Madam deCleve heard themflicec 
with that coldneſs and indifferency as if ſhefjmo, 
had not believ'd them, or at leaſt not beenſſys: 
any waysconcern'd for them : ſhe continu'dſite 
in that temper till Monſieur {Je Nemoars toldfior 
her of the Billet from Madam 4” Amboiſe tojfith 

the YVidame of Chartres, which prov'd all hal 

ſaid to be true. Madam de Cleve knew that 
Lady was Madam de Themines Friend, andifoi- 
thought it probable, by what Monſteur 4JKer 
Nemours ſaid, the Letter: was not addreſs'd tot 
him. That very Thought ſuddenly and ina 
ſpight of her, put her out of that coldnelWai 
- and indiflerency ſhe had till then been in! 
The Prince having read to her the Billet toi 

Juſtifte himſelf, preſented it to her, tell: oþle” 
her ſhe might know the Chara&ter. She 

could not forbear taking it, and examiningar! 
the Superſcription,ifaddreſs'd to the Yidamey.11 
and reading it all over,that ſhe might the bet 
ter judge whether the Letter that was ask'ali& 
tor, were the ſame ſhe had. Monſieur de - : 
more 


_ 
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be wowrs added what he thought proper to con- 
es Evnce her, and cafily conyine'd her ( of a 
{a-Jiruth ſhe was very deſirous to. find ) that he 
ea-{ was not concern'd 1a the Letter, 
ble} She began then to diſcourſe with him of 
Yi. Mthe trouble and danger the YVidame was in,to 
7esFblame his ill Conduct,and find means to help 
nyShim. She was aſtoniſh'd at the Queens pro-« 
:miceeding, and conteſs'd to Monſieur de Ne- 
heflmours ſhe had the Letter. In a word,aſſoon 
ens ſhe believ'd him innocent, ſhe ſpoke with 
1dfrecdom and quietneſs of the things ſhe be- 
)Idiore ſcarce vouchſafed to hear ; they agreed 
tolfithe Letter ſhould not be- reſtor'd to the 

ielQueen-Dauphin, for fear the ſhould ſhew it 
Madam de Martigues, who knew the Hand 
nile Madam de 7hemines, and was ſo con- 
4ern'd for the YVidame, ſhe would eaſily gueſs 
toſfit was addreſs'd to him. Beſides, they 
Bought it not proper to acquaint the Queen- 
c<Kauphin with all that concern'd her Mother- 
inS&Law, the Queen. Madam de Cleve was 
tofiot a little glad of the Pretence of her Un- 
5 . | 
Fe's concern inthe caſe, tobe Monſieur de 
h(emours's Confident of the Secrets he im- 
ng ted to her. 
4.1The Prince would not have confin'd his 
etiſcourſe tothe Yidame's concern, but from 
ae Liberty he had to entertain her, would 
ſeeave taken a boldneſs he never yet durſt, 
Yo 3. - ns 20 © had 


3 
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had not a Meſſage been brought her, che 
Queen-Dauphin had ſent for her : Monſieur / 
de Nemours was forc'd to retire, and went 
to tell.the./7?dame, that after he had left him, 
he thought it mare for the purpoſe to addreſs}; 
himfelf ro Madata de Cleve his Niece, thanf 
go dire&tly to the Queen-Dauphin.He want-fþ 
ed not Reaſons ro make him approve of what ,, 
he had done, and 'put him in hopes'of ſuc 7 
JEET. - | 
* Madarn de Cleve the mean time dreſs / 
her ſelf in all haſte to go to the Queen: ſhe 
ſcarce*entred the Chamber, but the Queen 
call'd her,up to her, and whiſper'd her 
had look'd for her two long hours, and w; 
never ſo perplex'd about diſguiſing a trut » 
as ſhe had beenthat Morning.7he Queen,layiſ ;, 
ſhe, hath heard ſpeak of the Letter I gave yu 4 
yeſterday, and believes it i the Vidame df f, 
Chartres /et it fal.Tou know ſhe may be ſo of 
what concern'd on that account : ſhe hath beal j, 
in ſearch of the Letter, and caus'd Chaſtelan,y, 
zo be aid for it; he told her he had giveniff y; 
me: they as d m#' for it under pretence it wi ,,, 
a pretty, Letter the Queen had a $1eat min 


zo ſee. . T darſt not tell her you had it, leſt ( A 


ſhould imagine I had given it you on your Ul y, 
cle the Vidame's account;and that there mighty. 
he a Correſpondence between me and him.1w you 
Satufy d it was a trouble to her he ſaw me, 


Y 
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often, ſo that T ſaid the Letter was in the 
Cloaths I had on yeſterday, and that thoſe who 
Nth bad them in keeping, were gone abroad. Give 
My me the Letter quickly,adds the,that 7 may ſend 
els it ber, and read it before I ſend it, toſee if I 
ally tow the Hand. 
n-g Madam de Cleve found her ſelf in a great- 
uth ex perplexity than ſhe could have expected. 
uy Iknow not what you ſhall do, Madam, ſays ſhe, 
for Monfieur de Cleve, to whom 7 gave it to 
read, hath reſtor'd it to Monſieur de Ne- 
J mours, who came early this Morning to defire 
ou to let him have it : Monheur de Cleve had 
* /o little wit to tell him he had it,and the weak- 
Val neſs to yield to Monſieur de Nemours Re» 
uh eſt of having it again.. Ton put me intothe 
an $ieeref trouble I can be in,anſwers theQueen- 
auphin, aud have done very il} to give Mon- 
"TS fer de Nemours the Letter you had receiv'd 
"YN of me, and ſhould not have parted with with- 
out my leave : what would you have me ſay to 
Y the Queen, and what can ſhe imagine? She 
J wi! believe, and not without reaſon, the Let 
"$er concerns me, and that there is ſome great 
watter between the Vidame and me ; ſhe will 


- 


ever be perſwaded the Letter belong'd to 
Monfieur de Nemours. am very ſorry, replies 
1 Madam de Cleve,for the trouble T have caus'd 
"30x, and believe it great as it is; but tis the 
api of Monſieur de Cleve, and not wine. 
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"7is your fault, fays'the Queen-Dauphin, 7 
proving him the Letter: No woman but your 
felf makes her husband acquainted with all ſhe 
knows. -7 believe 1didill, Madam, anſwers 
Madam de Cleve ; but let as think of repair. 
ing the Fault, not of examining it. Do mt 
ou remember, pretty near, what was in the 
Letter, {lays the Queen-Dauphin ? Tes, Mx 
dam, replies Madam de Cleve, 1 do, having 
read it ſeveral times over. If fo, ſays the 
Queen-Dauphin, we muſt preſently baveit 
written in a ſtrange Hand, and ſend it tht 
Queen. She will not ſhew it thoſe who hawe 
ſeen it; and if ſhe do, Iwill maintain it th! 
Jame Chaſtelart gave me, and he dares not ſq 
otherwiſe. 

Madam ae Cleve approv'd of the Expeds 
ent, and the more, becauſe it would give her 
occaſion of ſending for Monſieur de Nemours, 
to have the Letter again, to be Copied word 
for word, and pretty near the Hand it wa 
written in, whereby ſhe thought the Queen 
would infallibly be deceiv'd. Afſoon as fht 
came homezſhe told her Husband the trouble 
the Queen-Dauphin was in, and pray'd hin 
to ſend for Monſieur de Nemours : He was 
ſent for, and came preſently. Madam 4q 

Cleve,told him all ſhe had inform'd her Hug 
band of, and ask'd him for the Letter. Mon 
fieur de Nemours anſwer'd he had reſtorj@ 1} 
| | » TI 
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to the Yidame, who was ſo glad of it, that 
he ſeat it immediately to Madam de 7hemi- 
wes's Friend : Madam de Cleve was now in 
freſh trouble ; having conſulted a while,they 
reſolv'd to frame a Letter by Memory, they 
lock'd themſelves up to do it;order was given 
at the Gate no as a ſhould come in ; Mon- 
fieur de Nemours his Attendants were all 
nr | {cnt home; ſuch an appearance of Confi- 
he | dence was no ſmall Charm to Monſieur de 
| Nemours, and even to Madam de Cleve : Her 
4. Husband's being by, and her Uncle being ſo 
deeply concern'd in the Matter, fatisfy*d all 
4, her ſcruples : the ſight of Monſieur de Ne- 
mours pleavgd her ſo well, it gave her a joy 
ſo pure and ſincere, ſhe never had the like : 
1.4 This made her fo free and ſo jovial, Monli- 
eur de Nemours had never ſeen her fo before, 
54 80d was more paſſionately in Love with her 
than ever: He never had a more pleaſant 
time, which made him more lively and chear- 
ful; and when Madam de Cleve would be- 

in to think of the Letter and write, he 1in- 

ead of helping her, in good carneſt did but 
mj interrupt her, and ſpeak pleaſantly to her : 
14 Madam de Cleve was gay as he, fo that they 
A were long lock'd up together,and two Mel- 
$9+1engers were come trom the Queen-Dauphin 
14.10 bid Madam de Cleve haſten, before they 


| had finiſh'd the Letrer halt. : 
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Monſieur de Nemours was fo willing to 
prolong time that pleavd him fo well, he tor. 
got his Friends Intereſt. Madam 4e Cleve 
coo was ſo far from being tird with her En- 
rertainment, ſhe forgot the Intereſt of her 
Uacle.. At laſt, with much ado the Letter 
was ſcarce ready by four a-clock, and ſoill 
done, and- the . Character ſo unlike the Ori. 
ginal, that the Queen muſt have taken ſmall 
care to find out the truth of it, it they could 
have impos'd on her ſo: But as careful as 
thcy were, and earneſt to perſwade her the 
Letter was addreſs'd to Monſieur de Nemours, 
the was not deceiv'd, but fully convinc'd it 
belong'd to the Yidame : Beſides, ſhe believ'd 
the Queen-Dauphin concern? in it, and that 
there was a correſpondence between them : 
T his heightned her hatred againſt that Prin- 
cels to that degree, that ſhe never pardowd 
her, or ceavgd perſecuting her, till ſhe had dri- 
ven her out of Fraxce. 

As for the YVidame, it utterly ruin'd him ; 
and whether the Cardinal of Lorraiz had al- 
ready hit the way to pleaſe her, or that the 
Adventure of this Letter, having made it ap- 
pear ſhe had been deceiv'd in the YVidame, 
tielp'd her to find out other- Tricks he had 
plaid her, certain it is, he never after could 
recover her favour; their Correſpondence 


Was broke, and ar laſt ſhe loſt him in the 


U 
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Conſpiracy of Amboiſe , wherein he had a 
hand. 


When the Letter was ſent to the Queen- 
Dauphin, Monſieur de Cleve and Monſieur 
de Nemours went their way. Madam &e 
Cleve being alone, and no longer ſupported 
with the joy infus'd by the preſence of one 
ſhe lov'd, was like one newly awak'd out of 
adream ; the was aſtoniſh'd to conſider the 
prodigious difference between her condition 
the night before, and that ſhe was now in : 
ſhe remembred how ſharp and how cold ſhe 
had appear'd to Monſieur de Nemours, while 
ſhe thought the Letter from Madam de The- 
mines was addreſs'd to him; and what a calm, 
what a pleaſure ſucceeded immediately, af- 
ſoon as he had perſwaded her the Letter con- 
cern'd him not : When ſhe refleted how ſhe 
reproach'd her ſelf as a Criminal, for having 
the day before given him only ſome marks of 
her pity, and that by her ſharpneſs this mor- 
ning ſhe gave him cauſe to believe her jea- 
lous ( the infallible proof of Paſſion ) ſhe 
thought ſhe was not her ſelf : when ſhe con- 
fider'd further, Monſieur de Nemours eaſily 
ſaw ſhe knew him in love with her: and 
that notwithſtanding that knowledge, ſhe 
had been ſo far from uſing himthe worſe for 
Ir, even in her Husband's company, that on 
the contrary,ſhe had never look'd on him fo 
" :: = 
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favourably, which was the reaſon Monſieur 
de Cleve had ſent for him to paſs the after. 


noon together in private : ſhe found ſhe had 
ſomething in her held intelligence with 
Monfieur de Nemours.that ſhe deceiv'd a Hul. 
band, who of all men leaſt deſerv'd it, and 


ſhe was aſharn'd to appear to him that lovd}* 


her, fo little worthy his Eſteem ; that which 
troubled her moſt, was the thought of her 
condition the night paſt, and what piercing 
riets ſhe was under while ſhe thought Mon- 
eur de Nemours was in love with another; 
and that ſhe was deceiv'd in him when ſhe 

fancy'd her ſelf the obje& of his Paſſion. 
Never till then had ſhe been acquainted 
with the mortal inquietudes of Jealouſfie and 
Diſtruſt ; ſhe had apply'd all her cares to ſave 
her ſelf from being in love with Monſieur de 
Nemours, and had not begun to fear his be- 
ing 1n love with another : though the'ſuſpi- 
cions the Letter gave her were vaniſh'd, yet 
they left her ſenſible ſhe might be deceiv'd, 
and gave her impreſſions of Jealouſie and Di- 
ſtruſt,ſhe had till chen been altogether a ſtran- 
ger to: ſhe was amaz'd ſhe had not yet con- 
ider'd how improbable it was a Man fo in- 
conſtant towards Women as Monſieur 4: 
Nemours had always been, could be capable 
of a ſincere and durable engagement ; ſhe 
; thought it next to impoſlible ſhe could evgr 
e 
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uri be ſatisfy'd of the truth of his Paſſion : Bu# 


It. 
ad 
th 
if 


if I ſhould, ſays ſhe, what would 7 do? would 
Tendare it > would 1 anſwer it? would I ey- 
gage in a piece of Gallantry 2 would I befalſe to 
Monſieur de Cleve > would T be falſe to my 
felf> would 1, in aword, expoſe my ſelf to 
the deadly ſorrows, to the mortifying penitence 
Love is attended with? Tam vanquiſh'd,T am 
congquer'd by an inclination which ſways me , 
which drags me along, in ſpicht of my heart ; 

reſolutions are vain; I thought yeſterday 
all I think now, and ad to day quite contrary 
to yeſterdays reſolutions ; 1 muſt withdraw my 
ſelf from the preſence of Monſieur de Nemours, 
I'muſt go into the Country, how extravagant 
Joever my Journey appear ; and if Monſieur de 
Cleve be ob/tinate to the contrary, or to know 
the reaſon of it, will it be any harm to him or 
my ſelf to let him know it? She continu'd in 
this reſolution, and ſtaid all that Evening at 
home , without going to enquire of the 
Queen-Dauphin, what was become of the 
falſe Letter of the YVidame. 

When Monſieur de Cleve return'd home, 
ſhe told him ſhe had a deſire togo into the 


'Country, that ſhe was not very well, and it 


would do her good to take the Air: Monſieur 
de Cleve, in whoſe eyes ſhe appear'd fo beau- 


'tifu], that he could not imagine her indiſpoſi- 
$10n confiderable,laught at the propoſal, and 


» all- 


156 The Princeſs of Cleve. # 
anſwer'd, ſhe forgot the Marriage of the 
Princeſs and the Turnament were nigh at 
hand ; and that ſhe had not too much time 
for preparation, to appear there with mag, 
nificence equal to that of other Ladies : Her 
Husband's Reaſons alter'd not her mind, ſhe 
intreated he would be pleas'd, while he went 
with the King to Compeigne, the might goto 
Colonniers , a fair Houle then a building, 
within a days journey of Paris. Monſieur de 


Cleve gave his conſent ; ſhe weat thither F 


with deſign not to return quickly ; the King 
took his Frogref, for Compeigne, intending 
a ſhort ſtay there. 

Monſieur de Nemours was much griev'd he 
had not ſeen Madam 4e Cleve ſince the After- 
noon he had paſt io pleaſantly in her compa» 
ny, to the ſtrengthening of his hopes ; he 
was under that impatience to ſee her again, 
that he could not reſt; ſo that when the 
King return'd to Pars , he refolv'dto go to 
his Siſters the Ducheſs of Merceurs in Cham 
pagne, hard by Colonniers, He ask'd the 
Vidame to go with him ; he eaſily conſent- 
ed : Monſieur de Nemours made the propoſal, 


' In hopes to ſee Madam de Cleve, by going | 


with the YVidame to her Houſe: 

Madam ge Merceur receiv'd them with a 
great deal of joy, and made it her buſineſs to 
give them all the Pleaſures and Divertiſe- 
EE oo >. 
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ments of the Country : One day as they 
were hunting a Buck, Monſieur de Nemours 
loſt himſelf in the Forreſt ; and enquiring 
the way, he was told he was near Colonnijers. 
At that word, without further conſideration, 
or knowing on what Deſign, he gallopp'd 
away full ſpeed towards Colonniers. As he 
rode, he came to made-Ways and Walks, 


which he thovght led him toward the Ca- 


ſtle: At the end of thoſe Walks he found a 


Pavilion, with a large Bower on either ſide, 


one whereof open'd towards a Garden of 
Flowers, and was ſeparated from the Forreſt 
only by Pales, the other fac'd a great Walk 
in the Park. He entred the Pavilion, and 
would have ſpent time in obſerving the beau- 
ty of it, but that he ſaw in the Walk Mon- 
eur and Madam de Cleve, attended with a 
numerous Train of their Domeſticks : He 
expected not to have found Monſieur de 
Cleve there, whom he had left with the 
King ; this made him think of hiding him- 
ſelt. He entred the Bower opening to the 
Flower-Garden, as having the convenience 
of a Door opening to the Forreſt, at which, 


- upon occaſion, he might get out ; But ha- 


ving obſerv'd Madam de Cleve and her Huf- 
band ſet under the Pavilion, and their Do- 
meſticks ſtaying behind in the Park, and ha- 
ving no way to come to him, without paſſing 
—_— through 
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through the place Monſieur and Madam 9+ 
Cleve were in, he could not torbear taking 
the pleaſure. of a ſight of the Princeſs, nor 
refi{t the Curioſity of hearkning to her Dif. 
courle with a Husband who gave him more 
Jealouſie than any of his Rivals, 

He heard Monſieur de Cleve ſay to his La- 
dy ; © But why will you not return to Pary? 
© what is it can keep you here in the Coun- 
*try? You have of late an inclination for 
© ſolitude, that amazes me, and troubles me 
* extreamly, becauſe it occaſions our ſepara- 
* tion : beſides, [ ſee you are more melancho- 
*ly than prdinary, andI am afraid you have 
* ſome cauſe of grief. 7 am not under any 
trouble, ſays the as one very much perplex'd; 
bat there is ſuch a bu{tle at Court, and ſuch 
a multitude of People always at your Houſe , 
it is impoſſible but it ſhould tire both Body 
and Soul, and I cannot but defire a place of 
Retirement and Repoſe. * Repoſe, anſwers he, 
*15 not proper for a Perſon of your Age; 
*you are both at home and at Court ina 
*condition that cannot occaſion your weari- 
*neſs, I rather fear you have a deſire of live 
*1ng apart from me.7ou would do me extream 
wrong, ſhould you think ſo, ſays ſhe, more and 
more perplex'd ; but let me beg of you leave 
me here. Could you ſtay here, and with- 
out Company , I ſhould be very glad of it 3 
A 
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if you could be content not to have about you 
that infinite of Vifitants that almoſt never 
leave you to your ſelf, * Ah! Madam, cries 
© Monfieur de Cleve, your Countenance and 
your Expreſſions tell me plainly, you have 
treaſons to defire to be alone, which I do 
tnot know ; but I conjure you to tell me 
*them : He preſs'd her long, but could nat 

evail with her to tell him , having long 
deny'd him in ſuch a manner as {till increas'd 
his Curioſity : She continu'd filent a while, 
with her Eyes to the Ground , and then ſud- 
denly looking upon him ; Force me not, fays 
ſhe, 70 confeſs to you a thing I have not the 
power to declare, though T have often defign'd 
it: Think only it u not prudent a Woman of 
my Age, and Miſtreſs of her Conduit, ſhould 
remain expos'd in the middle of the Court. 
*What a Proſpe& have you given me, Ma- 
*dam ? cries Monfieur de Cleve, I do not tell 
*you what it is, for fear of giving you of> 
*tence: She anſwer'd not a Word, and her 
filence confirming the thoughts of her Huſ- 
band; *© You tell me nothing, ſays he, and 
*that tells me clearly I am not miſtaken. 4h / 
Sir, fays ſhe, falling downon her Knees, 7 
am going to make a Confeſſion no Womas 
ever made to her Husband, yet the Inno- 
cence of my Intentions and Conduit give 
me power to doit: "Tu true I have reaſons 
"Ton tn LT ah. Pk 
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to abſent from Conrt, and to avoid the day. 
gers Perſons of my Age are in there: T hav 


never been guilty of giving any Mark of weak. ſ 


 meſs,and I cannot fear I ever fhall, if you alloy 
me the liberty to retire from Court, or if ] 
had ſtill Madam de Chartres to aſſiſt me in 
my Condut: As dangerous as is the Courſe 
T take, I take it with Joy to preſerve my 
ſelf worthy of you : T ask your pardon a thou. 
ſand times, if I have any Sentiments diſpleaſe 
you, aſſure yoar ſelf my Attions never ſhall, 
Think, that to do as I do, requires more kind. 
meſs and eſteem for a Husband than ever 
Wife had. Diſpoſe of me , dire} me, hav 
pity on me, and if you can, [till love me. 
Monſieur de Cleve, all the time ſhe ſpoke, 
lean'd his Head on his Hand, almoſt beſides 
himſelf, and never thought of making her 
riſe up from the poſture ſhe was in. When 
ſhe had done ſpeaking, and he fix'd his Eye 


on her, and ſaw her at his Feet, her Face no} 
leſs drown'd in Tears, than admirable for: 


Beauty, he was ready to die for grief; and 
taking her up in his Arms, * Have you pit) 
* on me, Madam, ſays he, tor I need and de 
* ſerve it; and pardon me,ifin the firſt Aſſault 


*of agrief ſo violent as mine is, I anſwer not}. 


*2s I ought ſuch a proceeding as yours : | 
*think you more worthy eſteem and admir: 
*tzon than any Woman that, ever was ; anc 


- 
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:{*my ſelf the moſt unfortunate of Men.I have 
&been paſſionately in love with you from the 
©{firſt mament I ſaw you: . Neither your ſe- 
wh fyerity, nor the enjoyment of you, was ever 
If *able to abate it in the leaſt; it continues ſtill 
in*at the height: It was never in my power 
ſe *to make you in love with me, and I 
wee now you fear you have inclination 
«| {for another : Who, Madam, 1s the-happy 
ſe $*Man that cauſes your tear? How long hath 
Z he had the good Fortune to pleaſe you 2 
4. what was it he did to pleaſe you 2 what 
ef way did he find to gain your affei- 
v2<on2 It was ſome comtort to me for my 
misfortune of failing it, to think it was im- 
e | poſſible for any one to obtain. Another the 
gf While hath done what I have not been able, 
exfiand I have at once the jealouſie both of a 
nf Husband and a Lover. But *tis impoſſible 
'toretain that of a Husband atter a proceed- 
40g like yours; it is too noble and generous 
"Not to give mean entire aſſurance of your 
Virtue, it comforts meas a Lover: The 
confidence and finceriry you have expreſs'd 
{for me, are of infinite value: You eſteem 
me ſufficiently, to believe I will nor abuſe 
your Conteſſion . You may, Madam, I will 
not abuſe it,nor love you the lets for ir. You 
#.render me unfortunate, by the cleareſt Evi- 
dence of F idelity that ever Woman gave a 
— VI M * Husband : 
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© Husband : But perfe&t what you begin; 
© Madam, and let me know who it is you 
© would avoid. Ibeſeech you donot ask me,ax- 
© ſpers ſhe, Tam reſolv'd not to tell you ; and 
{| think it prudent not to give you his name. 
© Fear not, Madam,replies Monfieur de Cleve, 
©l am too well vers'd in the world, not to 
«know Men may be in love with a Woman 
*rhough ſhe have a Husband : We are to 
© hate thoſe that are ſo, but not tocomplain' 
* of it; and once more I conjure you to tell 
*me who it\is. '7zs to no purpoſe to preſs 
me, Sir, ſays ſhe, 7 have the power to be fi: 
lent where 1 think it my Duty not to ſpeak : 
mmpate not to any weakneſs the Confeſſion I 
bave made to you. And I had need of more 
courage to declare to you that truth, than to 
have conceal d zt. 

Monſieur de Nemours heard every word of 
this Diſcourſe, and what Madam de Cleve 
had ſaid, rais'd no leſs his jealouſie than her 
Husband's : He was ſo deſperately in love 


with her, he thought all the World was fo 


roo: True itis, he had many Rivals, yet he 
fancy'd them more; and he was wild to 
know who it was Madam de Cleve meant. 
He had often thought the had ſome kindneſs 
for him, but the grounds of his Judgment 


appear'd on this occaſion ſo flight and inJ 
conſiderable, that he could not imagine ſhe 


hed 
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had ſo violent a paſſion for him, as to need 
recourſe to ſo extraordinary a Remedy : -He 
#*- | was ſo tranſported he ſcarce knew what he 
1d faw, but he could not pardon Monſieur de 
& | Cleve for not having preſs'd her home to tell 
& | him the Name of the Perſon ſhe conceal'd 
0 F from him. 
ng Yet Monſieur de Cleve us'd his utmoſt en- 
0 F deavours to know it, but finding it vain to 
n's urge her further,deſiſted from troubling her ; 
i F who preſently ſaid, © Methinks you ought 
{5 F *toreſt fatisfy'd with my ſincerity, pray ask 
'- | *me no more , and give me not cauſe to re- 
*Þ' *pent what I have done ; Content your ſelf 
[' *with the aſſurance I.give you once more, 
ex *my Sentiments have never appear'd by any 

*Action of mine, and that no Addreſs hath 
*been made to me, that could give me Of- 
"fence. Ah, Madam, replies Monſieur de 
Cleve, on the ſudden, I cannot believe it : 1 
remember the trouble you were in the day 
your Pifture was loſt; you have given, Ma- 
dam, you have given away that Pifture 
that was ſo dear to me, and ſo juſtly mine + 
Ton have not been able to conceal your Afﬀes 
lon, you are in Love, it is known, your 
Virtue hath hitherto ſau'd you from the reſt. 
*Is it poſlible, cries the Princeſs, you can 
©imagine any Diſguiſement in a Conteſſj- 
*onas mine is, which I was no way oblig'd 
ih M 2 ro. 
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©to. Take my word, Sir, IT buy at a dear 
© rate the confidence I defire of you ; I con- 
* jure you. believe I never gave away my | 
© Picture: True it 15,l ſaw it taken, but would 
© not take notice I ſaw it, for'tear of expoſing 
' * my ſelf on that occaſion to. be told what 
* none ever yet durſt ſay to me. ZF7ow know 
you then you are lov'd, ſays he, what evidences 
has he given you of his Paſhon? * Spare me 
* the pains and the trouble, anſwers ſhe , of Þ # 
* telling you Particulars I am aſham'd to Þ'B 
© have obſerv'd,, being ſuch as have too } 1 
© much convinc'd me of my weakneſs. Toy | © 
have reaſon, Madam, replies he, 7 am unjuſt, P, 
and preſs you too far ; refuſe me whenever 1 4 
m 
ſh 
be 


ak you ſuch queſtions, yet be not offended 
with me for asking them. 

Juſt then came ſeveral of the Servants , 
( who had ſtaid in the Walks ) to acquaint 
Monſieur de Cleve that a Gentleman was ar- || fl 
riv'd from the King, with Orders for him to || '! 
beat Paris that Evening : Monſieur de Cleve || © 
was forc'd to go, and was not able to ſay th 
any thing to his Wite, but that he deſfir'd her dc 
to come to Paris on the Morrow ; and con- || 
Jur'd her to believe that though he was trou- ir 
bled, he had for her a tenderneſs and eſteem, || © 
-with which ſhe had reaſon to be abundantly hi 
ſatisfy'd. 
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| When the Prince was gone, and Madam 

de Cleve,left alone, conſider'd what ſhe had 
done, the thought of it ſo frighted her, ſhe * 
Fcould ſcarce believe the truth of it : She ſaw 


the her ſelf had put her ſelf out of the atffeRti- 
on and eſteem of her Husband, and plung'd 
her ſelf into a Pit ſhe ſhould never get out of. 
She ask'd her ſelf why ſhe had done ſo ha- 
zardous a thing, and perceiv'd ſhe had en- 
'gag'd in it, having ſcarce formed the deſign. 

he fingularity ot her Confeſſion, which ſhe 
conceiv'd without Preſident, gave her a full 
Proſpect of her danger. Oa the other ſide, 
when ſhe conſider'd this Remedy ( as violent 
Sit was) was the ſole etteftual one ſhe could 
make uſe of againſt Monſieur de Nemours ; 
ſhe thought ſhe had no cauſe to repent,or to 
believe ſhe had ventur'd too far. She paſs'd 
that Night under a very great incertitude, 
trouble and fear : at laſt her Spirits were 
calm'd ; ſhe found pleaſure in having given 
that Evidence of Fidelity to a Husband who 
deſery'd it fo well, who had ſo great an e- 
ſteem and kindneſs for her, and had given 
treſh proof of both, in the manner of his re- 
"og the ſtrange Conteſſton ſhe had made 

im. 

Monſieur de Nemours was in the mean 
time got from the place he had heard the 


Diſcourſe in, into the middle of the Forreſt : 
0 M 3 What 
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What Madam &e Cleve ' had faid of her Pi- 
&ure, had reviv'd him, by letting him know 
he was the Perſon ſhe had inclination for, 
The thought of this ſwell'd him with Joy ; 
but the Joy was ſhort-liv'd : for when he 
refleted that what mov'd her to declare ſhe 
had inclination for him, convinc'd him the 
ſame moment he ſhould never receive any 
Evidence of it, he thought it impoſlible to 
engage a Perſon who made recourſe to ſo 
extraordinary a Remedy ; yet he could not 
but be very much pleas'd to have reduc'd her 
to ſuch an extremity: He glory'd in him- al 
ſelf that he gain'd the Aﬀection of a Lady he 
ſo different from the reſt of her Sex. In a} ** 
word, he tnought himſelf a hundred times Ne 
happy and unhappy all together. He was be- } 
nighted in the Forreſt, and was much puz+ th 
led to find the way to his Siſters, the Du- | 
cheſs of Merceur : He arriv'd there about | 
Break of day, and was very much to ſeek 2 
what account to give of his Abſence: He 
came oft the beſt he could, and return'd the aſl 
ſame day with the YVidame to Paris. pe 

 ThePrince was fo full of his Paſſion , and lo 

. ſurpriz'd with what he had heard, that he 

fell into the common imprudence of ſpeak || 5 

ing, 1n general terms his particular Sentt af] 

ments, and relating his own Adventures utÞ P; 

der borrow'd Names. In his Return he tell W 
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into diſcourſe of Love,and the extream plea- 
+ | fare of being in Love with a perſon deſery- 
. it. He ſpoke of the extravagant effects 
' that Paſſion ; and not able to conceal the 
« | aſtoniſhment he was in at the ation of Ma- 
e | dam ge Cleve, he made the YVidameacquaint- 
e | &d with it , without naming the Perſon, or 
y | owning himſelf concern'd ; but he ſpoke with 
o © that heat and admiration, the Y7dame ealily 
0 
l 
r 


ne) him one of the parties in the caſe, 
and preſs'd him to confeſs it : He told him he 
was well aſlur'd he had a violent Paſſion for 
. | # Lady, though he knew not who, and that 
he had no reaſon to diſtruſt him, who had 
; | truſted him with his Life : But Monſieur de 
; | Nemours was too deeply in Love to conteſs 
;N it, and had ever conceald his paſſion from 
| the Y:4ame, though he lov'd him beſt of 
any man at Court : He anſwer'd,that a Friend 
| of his had told him this Adventure ; and not 
| only made him promiſe not to ſpeak of it, 
| but conjur'd him to ſecreſfie. The Yidame 
| aflur'd him it ſhould go no further, but Mon- 
fieur Je Nemours repented he had told him 
| fo much, 
| The mean time Monſieur de Cleve was 
| gone to the King, but with a heart mortally 
| afflicted : Never had Husband ſo violent a 
{| Paſſion for his Wife, nor ſo great an Eſteem, 
| Which was not diminiſh'd in the leaſt by 
oh | M 4 what 
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what ſhe had told him, but chang'd intoq 


ſort diflerent from the eſteem he had former. 
ly had of her : His thoughts were moſt buſi'4 


about gueſſing who it was had the ſecret to Fj 


pleaſe her: He thought of Monſieur de Ne. 
mours, as the moſt amiable of the Court, and 
the Chevalier de Guiſe, and the Marſhal 
S. Andre, as perſons who had apply'd them- 
ſelves to pleaſe her, and till continu'd their 
endeavours; ſo that he was perſwaded it 
muſt be one of the three, 

He arriv'd at the Louvre, and the Kin 
took him into his Cloſet, to tell him he had 
made choice of him to conduct Madam into 
Spain, and believ'd no man could pertorm it 

better , and that no Lady could do France 
more honour than Madam de Cleve, Mon- 
fieur de Cleve receiv'd the honour of the 
choice as he ought, and look'd on it as an oc- 
caſion for his Wives abſence from Court, 
without giving ſuſpicion of any change ot 
her Conduc;but the trouble he was in need- 
ed a ſpeedier remedy than that Voyage (to 
be Jeferr'd tor ſome Months ) could afford 
him : He preſently writ Madam de Cleve the 
news of what the King had ſaid to him, and 
added, he expected ſhe would not fail of re- 


turning to Paris. She came thither, accords F' 


ing to his order ; and when they faw one a- 
nother, they were both extraordinary fad. | 


Mon- | 
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- Monſieur de Cleve ſpoke to her like a man 
of the greateſt Honour in the World , and 


þeſt deſerving the confidence ſhe had repos'd 
in him: *Ir is not your ConduR, ſays he, 


Cpives me trouble, you have more ſtrength 
tand more virtue than you imagine: nor 
@m I troubled with fears of what may hap- 
'pen hereafter ; that which troubles me 1s, 
[that I ſee you have that affection for ano- 
(ther it has not been in my power to raiſe 
'inyou. Iknow not what to anſwer you , 
ſays ſhe, I am mortally aſham'd when I ſpeak 
to you, let me conjure you to ſpare this 
{cruel Diſcourſe, order my Conduct, and let 
*me never ſee any body : This 1s all I deſire 
of you; but take it not ill from me, if I 
'ſpeak no more of a thing which makes me 
*appear ſo little worthy of you, and which 
'I think ſo unbecoming me: You have rea- 
fon, Madam, replzes he, I abuſe your good- 
neſs and your confidence in me, yet pity 
*the condition you have brought me to, 
*and think, though you have told me the 
*{ubſtanceof the matter, you conceal from 
*mea Name that fills me with a Curioſity, 
*which, it not ſatisfy'd, will bring me to my 
*Grave : however, I do not defire you to tell 
*it me, but I cannot forbear letting you 
*know,I believe the Man amto envy is the 
' Marſhal S. Axdre, the Duke de Nemours, = 
i © the 
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© the Chevalier de Guiſe. *I will not anſwer 
*you, ſays ſhe, bluſhing z nor give you occaſi. 
5 on to diminiſh or raiſe your ſuſpicions; 
*But if you would try by watching and obs 
* ſerving me, to diſcover the truth, you will 
*put me into a trouble all the World will 
© take notice of. * A God's-name, continues 
* ſhe, give me leave to pretend ſome indiſpo- 
© ſition, and not to ſeeany one, *No, Mz 
© dam, ſays he, it will quickly be diſcover'd 
©to beafeign'd buſinels: Beſides, I would 
* not relie on any thing but your ſelf, my 
© Heart gives me that is the beſt courſe I cn 
* take; and my Reaſon tells me, conſider- 
*ing the humour you are of, I cannot put x 
© oreater Reſtraint upon you, than by leaving 
© you to your liberty. 

Monſieur de Cleve was not miſtaken: 
The confidence he made appear he had in his 
Wife, fortify'd her the more againſt Monſieur Ng 
de Nemours, and made her take more ſevere Þ} lor 
Reſolutions than any Reſtraint would have} ha 
brought her to: She went to the Louvre and of | 
the oe Dambia's Lodgings, as ſhe us'dY int 
to do, but avoided the preſence and fight offf wa 
Monfieur de Nemoars with ſo much care,thatÞ to 
ſhe robb'd him of almoſt all the joy he had ne 
in thinking ſhe lov'd him, all her A&tions} th 
perſwading him the contrary : He could not to 
tell but what he had heard might have beenl the 
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g dream, ſo little likelihood was there of 
the truth of it: The only thing ſeem'd to 
ſure him he was not miſtaken, was the ex- 
team ſadneſs of Madam de Cleve,appearing 
is ſpight of all her care to conceal it: And 
adventure, the ſweeteſt looks, and moſt 
dliging expreſſions would not have ſo much 
teightned the love of Monſieur de Nemours, 
8 the ſeverity of her Conduct effeCtually 
did 


df One Evening, as Monſieur and Madam ge 
Y Cleve were at the Queens Lodgings, it was 
1 Paid there was a report the King would name 
- F another great Lord at Court to wait on Ma- 
a 0 daw into Spain, Monſienr de Cleve had his 
g eye fixt on his Wife, when it was furtier 

faid, the Chevalier de Guiſe, or the Marſhal 
1: &S. Andre was to be the Man: He oblerv'd 
SF ſhe was not at all mov'd at either of thoſe 
 F Names, nor at the diſcourſe of their going a» 
Cy long with her; this made him believehe 
CF had no reaſon to fear the preſence of either 
dF of them: To clear his ſuſpicions , he went 
dF into the Queens Cloſet, where the King then 
of was.Having ſtaid there a while, he rerurn'd 
Ttohis Wife, and whiſper'd her, he had but 
df newly been told Monſieur de Nemours was 
9 the perſon deſign'dto go along with them in- 
UT to Spazy, Madam de Cleve was ſo mov'd at 
Mi the name of Monſieur de Nemours , and the 
ny. | thought 
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thought of being expos'd to ſee him, everyſy, 
_ day,during a very long journey, in the pre; 
ſence of her Husband, that ſhe could n&f; 
conceal the trouble ſhe was in; and to cloth; 
it with other Reaſons : No choice, ſays the 
could have been made more diſagreeable fu; 
you, he will ſhare all your Honours, and me. 
thinks you are oblig'd to' endeavour to procure 
another Choice. Madam,anſwers he, *tu not oy 
any account of State you are unwilling Monfieul 
de Nemours ſhould go with me, the trouble it 
grves you proceeds from another Cauſe ; T leary 
from that trouble in you, what I ſhould hav 
diſcover'd in another Woman, by the Joy ſhy 
would have expreſs d at the News:but fear not 
Madam, what I told you is not true, it was af 
invention of mine, to be aſſur' d of a thing | 
ftrongly believ'd. Having faid ſo, he went 
out, being loth by his preſence to increaſe the 
trouble he ſaw his Wite 1n. 

Monſieur Je Nemours came 1n at that in- 
ſtant, and preſently obſerv'd the Condition 
ſhe was in: He went up to,her, and told her 
foftly, he had that reſpe& for her, he durſt 
not ask her, what it was made her more 
thoughtful and melancholy than ordinary ?, 
The yoice of Monſieur de Nemours brought 
her to her ſelf again, and looking on him, 
without having heard what he had juſt thenſe 


 faid ( ſofull was ſhe of her own thought]. 
2h T ANC 
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Land of fear her Husband might ſee him with 
her) For God's ſake, ſays ſhe, let me aloxe : 
ala, Madam, anſwers he, 7 do it too much ;; 
what 1s it you can complain of ? 7 dare not 
peak to you, 7 dare not ſo much as look upon 
mw, 1 tremble when 1 come near you ; where- 
i have 1 deſery'd you ſhould ſpeak ſoto me 2 
eB pby do you make it appear thus, I am in ſome 
re meaſure the cauſe of the trouble T ſee you in? 
{Madam de Cleve was very ſorry ſhe had giv- 
Fea him occaſion to declare himſelf more 
tFlearly than he had done before ; ſhe left him 
without ſaying a word more,and went home 
VE more troubled than ever : her Husband per- 
beNceiv'd it, and that ſhe was afraid he ſhould 
ft, Fipeak to her of what was paſt ; and follows 
«Fig her into her Cloſet, Do not ſhun me, Ma- 
If dam, ſays he, 7 will not ſay any thing ſhall 
MN diſpleaſe you, 7 beg your pardon for the Sur- 
be prize 7 pur you to awhile, I am ſufficiently pu- 
wſh'd by what 1 bave learn by it ; Monſieur 
de Nemours was the man 1 moſt fear'd of a- 
wy: TI ſee the danger you are in; have power 
over your ſelf for your own ſake, and if you can 
or mine; 1 aik it not as your Husband, but as 
aman whoſe happineſs wholly depends on you, 
*yand who hath for you a Paſſion more violent and 
ore tender than he whom your inclination 
refers before me, Monſieur de Cleve melt- 
ed at theſe Words, he could ſcarce finiſh 
_— | them : 
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them ; His Lady was fo mov'd, ſhe burſt in; 
to tears, and embrac'd him with a tenderneg] £1 
and ſorrow, that put him into a condition Pe 
very different from hers: They continu'4 
filent a while, and parted, without havi 
been able to ſay a word one tothe other, Þfor 
All things were ready for the Marriage off 
Maxam, the Duke of A/va was arriv'd toÞB. 
ſpouſe her : He was receiv'd with all the 
Ceremony and Magnificence uſual on ſuc #o 
occaſions: The King ſent to meet him byſſ# 
the way, the Prince of Conde, the Cardinahſin 
of Lorrain and Guiſe, the Dukes of Loyrain, i 
Ferrara, Aumale, Bouillon, Guiſe and Ni M: 
#0urs. They had a great number of Gentle. #8 
men, and many Pages in Livery : The King Wl 
in Perſon, attended with two hundred Gen 
tlemen his Servants, with the Conſtable, a{ſthe 
the head of them, waited the Duke of 4/vNe 
coming at the firſt Gate of the LZowvrefar 
When the Duke of 4/va was come up tofj anc 
the King.he would have embrac'd his knees;Npro 
the King would not ſuffer ir, but made hin 
walk by his ſide to the Queens Lodgings,andj## 
to Madam's, for whom the Duke of 4/v[Wit 
brought a magnificent Preſent from his Mapp 
ſter. He went thence to the Lodgings of Th 
Madam Margaret the King's Siſter, to Comyat! 
plement her on the parr of Monſieur de SoMal 
"oy, and aſlure her he would arrive in tewfno 


days|'*, 
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[days There were great Aſſemblies at the 
6 Lowvre, to let the Duke of 4/va and the 
ni Prince of Orange ( who accompany'd him ) 
11 ke the Beauties of. the Courr. 
ol Madam de C/eve durſt not abſent her ſelf, 
for fear of diſpleafing her Husband , who 
Jlemmanded her to appear there, though ve- 
rflfy loth todoit. Yet ſhe was the rather in- 
he hed to it by the abſence of Monſieur de Ne- 
<< w#owrs : He was gone to meet Monſieur de 
Savoy, and after his arrival, was oblig'd to be 
okin a manner always with him, to aſliſt him 
in what concern'd the Ceremonies of his 
(af Marriage. This prevented her meeting him 
| soften as ſhe us'd, which gave her ſome fa- 
no} faction. 
| The Yidame of Chartres had not forgot 
at the Diſcourſe he had had with Monſieur de 
asf Nemowrs. Tt ran in his mind that the Adven- 
1:8 tare the Prince had told him, was his own ; 
tojand he watch'd him fo narrowly, 'tis very 
&probable he would have found out the truth 
infe.it, had not the Arrival of the Duke of 
ndj4/va and Monſieur de Savoy fill'd the Court 
/ogwith ſo much buſineſs, that it took away the 
As __— of a diſcovery of that Nature: 
The defire he had to know the truth of it,or 
m{father the natural diſpoſition we have to 
S$4make thoſe we love acquainted with all we 
femsnow, made him tell Madam de Martignes 
9519, OS +. 
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the extraordinary Action of that Perſon,whol. 
had confeſs'd to her Husband the paſſion ſhe 
had for another : He afſlur'd her Monſieur 4 
Nemours was the Man had inſpir'd ſo violent 

' a paſſion, and conjur'd her to aſſiſt him in oh. 

- ſerving that Prince. Madam de Martigues 
wasglad to hear what the Yidame told her, 
and the Curioſity ſhe had always obſerv'd in 
the Queen-Dauphin for what concern'{ 
Monſieur de Nemours, made her the more de. 
firous to know the bottom of the Adventure, 

A ſhort time before the Day fix'd for the 
Ceremony of the Marriage, the Queen-Dau. 
phin invited the King her Father-1n-Lay, 
and the Ducheſs of Yal/entinos to Supper, 
Madam de Cleve had been ſo buſie a Arefſin 
her ſelf;it was late ere ſhe came to the Lowvre: 
By the way ſhe met a Gentleman, who was 
coming in ſearch of her from the Queen 
Dauphin. As ſhe enter'd her Chamber, that 
Princeſs ſaid aloud to her, from on her Bed, ; 
where ſhe then was ; 7 have /ook'd for you 
with the greateſt impatience. 1 believe it, 
Madam, anſwers ſhe, yet perhaps 1 am nit 
oblig'd to you for it, the cauſe being doubtieſs 
Something elſe , and not your defire to ſee me. 
Ton are right, anſwers the Queen-Dauphin; | 
yet you are oblig'd tome ; for 1 will tell you anf{ſelf 
Atventure you will be very glad to know. | 

uſ 
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+ Madam de Cleve kneel'd at her Bed-fide , 
and (very luckily) with her Face from the 
0 | light : 7ou know, ſays the Queen-Dauphin, 
nt how defirous we were to find out who had caus'd 
bY the great change obſerv'd in Monfieur de Ne- 
© mours. 7 believe / know the Party; you will 
1; be ſurpriz'd at the Story: He is deſperately 
inf in love with one of the handſomeſt Ladies of 
in 7 Court, and ſhe loves him again. You may 
&J cafily imagine what grief Madam de Cleve 

ef felt at theſe Words,which ſhe could not apply 
ie to her ſelf, as being of opinion no Perſon 

UF knew of her Love for Monſieur de Nemours, 

"\f Lſee nothing in this, Madam, anſwers ſhe that 

. Þ ſhould occaſion a ſurprize, if you conſider the 

Nl age and the handſomneſs of Monſieur de Ne- 

© | mours. 7rue, ſays the Queen-Dauphin , 

%J but that which will ſurprize you, is, to know 

NN that the Lady in Love with Monſtear de Ne- 

at F mours, hath never given him any Evidence of 
dit; and is ſo afraid ſhe ſhall not be able to con- 

oF tinue Miſtreſs of her Paſſion, that ſhe hath 

it, Bconfeſs'd it to her Husband, that he may take 

of ber from Court; and 'tis Monſieur de Nemours 

bath related what I ſay to you. 

Madam de Cleve was griev'd at the begin- 
;$8ing of this diſcourſe, when ſhe thought her 
#F{lf not concern'd in the Adventure, but ſhe 

Is at her wits end when ſhe heard the con» 
Fuſion of it, which too clearly made our, it 
&j >, | | N rela- 
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related to her; She could not anſwer a word, 
bur continued leaning her Head on the Bed 
while the Queen was ſpeaking ; which ſhe} 19 
did with that earneſtnefs and concern, ſheff W: 
took not any notice of the confuſion Madan 89 
de Cleve was in. This Story, anſwers ſhe, #1 
ſeems very improbable, and I would very fain #* 
know who it is hath told it you. *Tw Madan ®' 
Martigues, ſays the Queen-Dauphin; and fe 6 
had it from the Vidame of Chartres.Tou knoy th 
he is in Love with her, he told it to her wal 0 
Secret, and he was told it by the Duke of Ne #0 
mours: '7# true the Duke of Nemours roll [1 
him not the Name of the Lady, nor would con. 

0, 

be 

he 

pl 

ha 

fo 


feſs himſelf the other Party concern'd ; bit 
the Vidame makes no doubt of it. 

As the Queen-Dauphin had done ſpeak- 
ing, one came up to the Bed : Madam 
Cleve had ſo turned her ſelf about, ſhe could 
not ſee who it was, but was quickly ſatis 
fy'd of the Perſon,when ſhe heard the Queer ® 
Dauphin cry our, with no leſs joy than ſur 0 
prize, Here he is himſelf, and I will know vx 
him the truth of it. Madam de Cleve needet by 
not turn about to know it was Monfieur 
Nemours, as really it was, but went haſti-y© 
ly to the Queen-Dauphin, and told her ſoft- 
ly, ſhe muſt take heed of ſpeaking of thig® 
Adventure which Monſieur de Nemours hai 
told the Yidame as a Secret, and perhaps 9% 
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might make them fall out. 7ou are 700 wiſe, 
ef fays the Queen-Dauphin , laughing, and 
turn'd towards Monſieur de Nemours. He 
ſhe} was dreſt for the Court-meeting at Night, 
anf aad with a Grace natural to him, 7 helieve, 
Madam, ſays he, 7 may venture to think you 
1 were ſpeaking of me as I came zn ; that you had 
Im a defire to ask me ſomething, and that Madan 
fir} de Cleve was againſt it. Tu true, anſwers 
04 the Queen-Dauphin, 4u? 7 ſha# not be fo 
well romplaiſant to her on this occaſion, as I am us'd 
Ve | tobe. I would know of you, whether a Story 
old {have been told be true, and whether you are 
on. nat the Perſon is Love with, and belov'd by 
ial «Lady at Court, who endeavours to conceal 
ber Paſſion from you, and hath confeſs'd it to 
ter Husband 2 

You cannot imagine the trouble and per- 
_ Madam de Cleve was in, ſhe would 

ve thought Death a very good exchange 
#0 forit. Vet Monſieur de Nemours was 4n 
ur greater, if poſſible : The Diſcourſe of the 
of Wo (who he had reaſon to behieve hated 
jel] im not ) in preſence of Madam 4 Cleve, 
41a whom of all the Court the plac'd greateſt 
tj confidence , and had the greateſt ſhare of 
ſt-[ ders in return, put him into 1o ſtrange a con- 
his aſfion of extravagant thoughts, it was not 
adj his power to be Maſter of his Counte- 
'rjtance : Thetrouble he ſaw Madam de Cleve 
fit ”, N 2 in 
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in by hisfault, and the thought of his having 


given her juſt cauſe to hate him, ſurpriz'g Y 
him ſo that. he could not anſwer a word || ® 
Madam /e: Dauphin: obſerving him mute, ſ 
Look upon him, ſays ſhe to Madam de Cleve, cq 
look upon him, and judge if he be not concery'{ 4 


in this Adventure. 

The mean time Mohſieur de Nemours hay. | /* 
ing conſider'd how neceſſary it was to get 
out of ſo dangerous a ſtrait, and recover'd his 
wit and his looks ; 7 confeſs, Madam, fays | 
he, no ſurprize or affliftios could be greater 
than mine, at the infidelity of the Vidame 7 
of Chartres, in relating an Adventure Thad | 
in confidence imparted to him, of one of my P! 
Friends : I know how to be reveng'd of him, ſo 
continues he ( ſmiling very calmly, whichY 7: 
rais'd the ſuſpitions the Queen-Dauphin hadÞ'/" 


entertain'd of him) he hath made me hirf ©? 
Confident in matters of no ſmall importance: h 


But I am to ſeek for the Reaſon, Madam, wh) 
you make me concern d in this Adventure: 
The Vidame will not ſay it, for 1 have told 1 
him the contrary. 7 may very well be taken ti . 
be a Man in Love, but I cannot believe, Ms 
dam, you will think me of the number of thoſe I, 
who- are lov'd again. Monſieur de Nemouri|| ;, * 
was glad to fay any thing to the Queen 
Dauphin, that might relate to that afleQion g 
he had declar'd for her formerly ( to diver”, 
| hers" 
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her thoughts from the matter in hahd. She 
underſtood what he faid, but inſtead of an- 
ſwering , continu'd teazing 'him for the 
change in his Looks when ſhe began to dil- 
courſe him. 7 was troubled, Madam, ſays 
he, on my Friend's account ; and to think how 
juſtly he would reproach me for telling a Se- 
cret more dear to him than his Life, Tet he 
imparted it but half, having kept from me the 
Name of the Perſon he loves: All 1 know, is, 
he is the moſt deeply in love of any Man liv- 
ing, and hath the moſt reaſon to complain. 
Think you he hath any cauſe of complaint, re- 
plies the Queen-Dauphin, when his Paſſion is 
ſowell anſwer'd again? Can you believe it 
anſwer'd, Madam, ſays he; or that a Lady. 
 baving a true Paſſion could have diſcover'd it 
to her Husband > Doubtleſs this Lady is not 
acquainted with Love, and hath taken ſmall 
wtice of the kindneſs had for her. My Friend 
cannot flatter himſelf with any hope, yet un- 
fortunate as he is, he eſteems himſelf happy at 
leaſt, to make her afraid ſhe ſhould fall in lovg 
with him, and he would not change his condi- 
ton with that of the happieſt Lover in the + 
World. Tour Friend hath a Paſſion very eafie 
zo be ſatisfy d, ſays ſhe, and 1 begin to thipk 


| 34 | 
a} 29# not concern d in the Story ; I am almoſt of 
of £22 mind of Madam de Cleve,” who maintains 
here's no truth"in it. IT cannot think i#t true, 
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fays Madan de Cleve, who had been ſilent 
all this while ; and coald it have been true\ rel 
how ſhould it have been known 2 *Tis not pro- fd 
bable a Woman capable of a Reſolution ſo ex gi 
traordinary, ſhould have the weakneſs to ſpeak wh 
of it ;. and ſurely her Husband would not havt ,- 
related it, or muſt have been very unworthy to ol 

have been ſo well dealt with, as he had been by oh 
his Lady in her unparallel”d Conduct. Mon- ot 
fieur de Nemours perceiving the Suſpicions 
Madam ze Cleve feem'd to have of her Hus 
band, did all he could to confirm them, 
knowing him the moſt formidable of his Ri 
vals: Jealoujte, ſays he, and the defrre of finds 
ing ,out what a Wife hath, it may be, nit 
thought fit to diſcover, are capable to make a 
Flusband guilty of indiſcretion. 

Madam de Cleve was at her laſt ſhifts, and 
not able to endure the Diſcourſe any longer; 
the would have faid ſhe was not well, when, F 
by good fortune for her, the Ducheſs of Ya |, 
lentinois carne in, who told the Queen-Dau-,/ 
_ phin+the King was juſt a coming. Theſ,? 
Queen-Dauphin went into her Clotet to befj," 
dreſt. Monſieur de Nemours drew up to Ma- T 
dam ge Cleve as ſhe follow'd her, 7 would give}, 
my. Life, Madam, ſays he, for a moments « 
Diſcourſe with you ; yet I have nothing of more ) 
ampcreance to Z1 you, than that if I have ſaid 
any" thing to the Queen- Dauphin wherein ſt 
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may ſeem concern'd, 1 did it for Reaſons that 
relate not to her. Madam de Cleve made as 
if ſhe heard him not, but left him without 
giving him a Look, and follow'd the King , 
a4 (who was newly come in. There was a great 
deal of Company.She trod on her own Coar, 
and made a falſe ſtep, which ſerv'd her for a 
þy $pictence to quit a place ſhe had not the pow- 
eto ſtayin ; and ſhe return'd home. 

Monfieur de Cleve came to the Louwe , 
and was amaz'd not to find his Wife there ; 
they told him of the Accident betallen her : 
He went preſently home to enquire alter her, 
/ (ie found her a-Bed, andeafily knew her hurc 
was not conſiderable. When he had been 
with her fome time, . he, perceiv'd her ſo ex- 
cſlively ſad, that it ſurpriz'd him. © What 
4 | fails you, Madam , ſays 'be, methinks you 
'are troubled with other Griet than that 
fyou complain of. I am the moſt afflicted 
'T poſſibly can be, anſwers ſbe, tot the uſe 
you have made of that extraordinary, or (to 
"name it right) fooliſh confidence I have had 
'in you. Did I not deſerve ſecrefic ? or had 
*not, did not your Intereſt engage you tg it? 
*Muſt your Curioſity of knowing a Name, 
\(it was my duty not to tell you} oblige 
you to make a Confident to aſſiſt you in the 
*diſcovery > Nothing elſe could have made 
you fall into ſo horrible an indiſcretion, the 
XY N 4 * CC Ns 
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# conſequences of. which are as bad as batf}-«x 


* may be: This Adventure is known, and] 
* have been juſt told the Story of it by then 
* who knew not I was principally concern! 
*in.it. What fay you, Madam ? anſivers he, 
* you accuſe me to havetold what paſs'd be. 
* tween you and-me, and that the- matter is 
*known. I will not juſtifie my ſelf not to 
, have ſpoken of it, you cannot believe ever 
* did; -and doubtleſs you have apply'd to 
* your ſelf what was related.of another, 
* Ah Sir, /ays ſhe, the World hath not an 
© Adventure like mine; there's not another 
*Woman capable of ſuch a thing,” The 
* Story I have heard cauld not have been in- 
* vented. by chance, -none ever imagin'd the 
_*like; an Adtion of this nature never en- 
© ter' dany thoughts but mine: The Queen- 
* Dauphin hath juſt told me the Story,ſhe had 
©it from the Yrdame of Chartres, and he 
from Monſieur Je Nemours, Monſieur d: 
* Nemours, cries Monfijeur de Cleve, like 1 
* Man tranſported and deſperate ; doth Mon: 
* fieur de Nemours know you love him, and 
*that I know it 2 You always harp on that 
* String, and fix on Monſieur de Nemours be- 
* fore any other, rep/zes ſhe ; I have told you 
*I would not anſwer your Suſpicions : I am 


*ignorant whether Monſieur de Nemours | 


fknows that I am concern'd in the Adven- 
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al|-4ture, and the Perſon you told him of; but 


1 


MM 
fi 


the told the Yidame the Story, and faid 
the had it from a Friend of his, who had 
tnot nam'd the Lady ; It cannot be but thar 
{this Friend muſt be one of yours, whom you 
£truſted the Secret with, in order to diſcove- 
try of what I conceal'd. Is there a Friend 
#;n the World, ſays he, to be truſted with a 
#buſineſs of this nature? And would any 
*Man purchaſe the clearing his ſuſpicions at 
*fadear a rate, as acquainting another with 
*that which he would have gladly had con- 
fceard from himfelt? I think rather, Ma- 
#dam, who it is you have ſpoken to, *cis 
more probable it came from you than me ; 
Fthe trouble you were in was inſupportable 
fto you, and to eaſe your ſelf of the Burden, 
fyou have made uſe of a Confident, who 
hath betray'd you. Deſtroy me not quite, 
*ſays ſhe, and be not ſo hard-hearted to ac- 
*cuſe me of a fault you have committed. 
*Can you ſuſpe& me of ſuch a thing, and 
f becauſe I told it you, could 1 tell it any 0- 
"ther 2 

- The Confeſſion Madam de Cleve had made 
to her Husband, was ſo clear a proof of her 
ſincerity, and ſhe deny'd fo flatly ſhe had ac- 
quainted any with it but himfelf, he knew 


-not-what to think. On the other ſide, he 


was ſyre he had never ſaid a- word of it, it 
F) 
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was not a matter to be gueſs'd at ; yet it way 
known, and it muſt bethraugh one of them 
two : what troubled him moſt, was the cer. 
tainty one or other was privy. to the ſecret, 
and in all probability it would be divulg'd. 
Madam ae C/eve's thoughts were much 
the ſame with her Husband's ; ſhe thought 
it impoſſible her Husband would have ſpoke 
of it, and as impoſſible but it muſt be he had 
ſpoken it ; the intimation Monſieur de Ne. 
mours had given what indiſcretion a Hu: 
band's curioſity might make him guilty of, 
appear'd to hit Monſieur de Cleve fa pat, ſhe 
could not belieye it a thing ſaid by chance: 
this weigh'd with her fo far, ſhe was fully 
perſwaded Monſieur de Cleve had abus'd her 
confidence; Both were fo full of their own 
thoughts , they were filent a conſiderable 
rime ; and when they'ſpoke to one another, 
they did but repeat what they had formerly 
faid, and continu'd more alter'd and eſtran- 
ged in opinion and afteQion than ever they 
had been. | 
| You may eaſily imagine how they paſt 
that night : Monſieur de Cleve's patience was 
exhauſted, to ſee a Lady he ador'd, in Love 
with another : he was quite heartleſs ;-he 
had not. the Courage to refent a Matter 
wherein his Reputation and Honour were ſo 
deeply concern'd ; he knew not what to 
thiat ] 
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think of his Wife; he: was to ſeek what 
Condu@ he ſhould preſcribe to her, or him- 
fklf; he could diſcover on all hands nothing 
but Precipices and Abyſſes. Afﬀer long irre- 
ſolution, conſidering he was ſhortly engag'd 
for Spain, he reſolv'd to do nothing to' 1n- 
creaſe the knowledge or ſuſpicion of his un- 
forrunate Eſtate:he went to Madam ge Cleve, 
and told her, their Buſineſs was not to find 
out which of them two had diſcover'd the 
Secret, but to endeavour to make it appear 
the Story was a Fable, and ſhe no way con- 
eern'd in it; that it was in her power to 
perſwade Monſieur de Nemours and others , 
) | tothat purpoſe, by uſing him with that ſe- 
T } verity and coldneſs ſhe ought to expreſs to- 
1} wards a man pretending to be in Love with 
c her ; that ſuch a proceeding would eafily ak 
1 | ter the opinion he had of her having incline- 
tion for him; that ſhe was not to trouble 
ſ 


her ſelf for what he might have hitherto 
thought, for that if for the future ſhe avoid- 
ed diſcovering any weakneſs to him, his for- 
mer thoughts would vaniſh, and that eſpeci- 
ally ſhe muſt frequent the Loxvre and Court- 
meetings as ſhe us'd to do. 

Having faid this, he quitted her, without 
expecting her Anſwer:ſhe thought him much 
1 the right,and was ſo angry with Monſieur 
We Nemours, ſhe believ'd it an caſte matter 
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to put in execution her Husband's advice, 
but it ſeem'd a hard task to appear at the 
Marriage with that Calm and Tranquillity, 
that Freedom and Clearnefs of Spirit the oc. 
caſion requir'd : But having been prefert' 
before ſeveral Princeſſes (ambitious of the 
honour to carry the Queen-Dauphin's Train, 
ſhe could nor put it oft without occaſioning 
much noiſe, -and enquiry what had moyq 
her to it : She refolv'd to ſtrain her felt to 
perform it, but ſpent the reſt of the day in hy 
preparing for the Solemnity, and thinking ba 
her own Thoughts; ſhe lock'd her ſelf upin} ,, 
her Cloſer : that which griev'd her moſt, 
was the cauſe ſhe had to complain of Mon- hi 
fieur de Nemours, without an excuſe to al 
ledge in his fayour : ſhe made no doubt but | 
he had told the Yidame the ſtory,he had con- 
feſt as much in her hearing, and ſpoke in / 
that manner, ſhe could nor queſtion but he © 
knew ſhe was concern'd ; what excuſe for 
fuzh an unprudence ſo very unſuitable to the 
diſcretion the admir'd him for? while hef 4 
thought himſelf unhappy, he continwd dif 
creet ; he hath fancy'd himſelf happy, (tho 
on very. uncertain grounds ) and hath dil- 
miſs'd his Diſcretion: he could not jma- 
gine I lov d him, but he muſt make the 
World acquainted with it : he hath faid all 
he could ; I made no Confeſſion he was the 
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mn T1 lov'd, but he hath beliey'd it,and pre- 
' ently declar'd his belief; had he been ſure 
of it, I muſt have expeQed he would have 
f taken the {ame courſe, and us'd me with no 
more reſpect than he hath now done : How 
was I miſtaken, to think him capable to con- 
ceal any thing that flatter'd his vanity ! Yer. 
F this is the man I thought ſo different from 
SH the reſt, that for his ſake, I, who differ'd ſo 
much from the reſt of my Sex, find my ſelf 
ſubje to the weakneſs of other Women: I 
"I have loſt the affeion and eſteem of a Huſ- 
Sf band, who ſhould have been my happineſs. 
t All the World will ſhortly look on meas a 

Woman under a fooliſh and violent Paſſion 2 
r he for whom I have it, is not ignorant of ir. 

Tis for avoiding theſe Misfortunes I have 
Y hazarded my Repoſe and my Lite. Theſe 
fad RefleQtions ended in a torrent of Tears ; 
but as great as her Grief was, ſhe found it 
ſupportable, if ſhe could be bur fatisfy'd in 
G Monſieur de Nemours. 

He was not in a much better condition, 
he was vex'd at the heart for his indiſcretion, 
(| in ſpeaking as he had done to the Yidame, 
c | 2nd the ill conſequences that attended it 5 
he was confounded to think what trouble, 
perplexity and grief he had ſeen Madam de 
Cleve in, Hecould not excuſe himſelf for 
ing faid to: her, about this Adventure, 

things 
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things though innocently gallant in them 
ſelves, yet on this occaſion too groſs andy 
rade, ſince they made her ſenſible he knewl& 
ſhe was the Lady had that violent "paſſion, 
and he the Perſon for whom ſhe had it; Al 
he could have wiſh'd for, was to diſcourſe 
her ; but now he thought himſelf more ob. 
lig'd to avoid than defire it. What ſhould | 
fay to her > cry'd he, ſhould 7 convince her 
more plainly of what T have already given he 
toomuch light? Shall T tell her I know ſhe love; 
me, who never yet durſt tell her I lov'd her} 
ſhall I begin to own my Paſſion to her, that (hi 
may ſee my hopes have inſpir'd me with bold. 
meſs? Can Tentertain a thought of going near 
ber, and giving ber new trouble by enduring 1 
fight of me? How ſhall T juſtifie my ſelf? | 
have no Excuſe, I amunworthy ſhe ſhould look 
on me, and I cannot hope ſhe will ever do it. 1 
T have by my faults furniſh'd her with better 
Exceptions againſt me, than any (he could hav 
found: My Indiſcretion bath loſt me the haps 
pineſs and the glory of being belov'd by the moſt 
amiable and moſt eſtimable Perſon in the world, 
Tet had I loſt it without giving her trouble, i x 
would have been ſome comfort. At this very Þ 'þ 
woment 1 am more ſenſible of the harm 1 have 
done ther, than that 1 bave done thy ſelf in for- 
feiting her Favour. 
He continued a long timeatllifting him | * 
| ſalt | '« 
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emf this. Still his Mind hanker'd to ſpeak 
andJwith Madamae Cleve: He ſtudy'd how to 
ewJdo it , he'thoughr' of writing to her ; but 
conſidering the fault he had committed, and 
the humour ſhe was of, he was of opinion 
that the beſt courſe he could take, was, to 
expreſs a profound reſpect for her, by his af- 
fiction and filence : to let her ſee he durſt 
not preſent himſelf before her, and to wait 
patiently whac Time, Chance, and the Incli- 
mation ſhe had for him might produce in his 
10 favour. And for fear of confirming her ſuſpi- 
con, he reſov'd to forbear reproaching the 
Fidame for his unfaithfulneſs. 
ary © The Court was fo buſted about the Eſpou- 
4 fals of Madam on the Morrow , and her 

1} Marriage to be the day after, that it was no 
ot} hard matter for Monſieur and Madam 
I} Cleve to conceal their ſadneſs from publick 
er notice: The Queen-Dauphin ſpoke but by 
the by to Madam ge Cleve of the Diſcourſe 
they had had with Monſieur Je Nemoars,and 
Monfieur de Cleve induſtriouſly ſhunn'd 
ſpeaking to his Wife of what was paſt, fo 
that ler trouble prov'd leſs than ſhe ex- 
pected. 

-* The Eſpouſals. were folemniz'd at the 
Lowvre, and after the Treat and the Ball,the 
King's Houſhold went 89 lie at the Biſhop's 
Palace according to Cuſtom. In the Morn- 
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ing, the Duke 4 4/va having ill then gowban 
very plain, appear'd in a- Habit of Cloth gf 
Gold, mix'd with Fire-colour, yellow ani} 
black, all coverd with Jewels, with a cloſe 
Crown on his Head. The Prince of Orang 
richly apparell'd , with his. Livery ; and al 
the Spaniards with theirs, came to attend 
the Duke from the F7oſtel de Villeroy (whete 
he was lodg'd) and march'd four a-breaſ 
till chey came to the Palace. Aſſoon as he ar. 
riv'd, they went in order to the Church : The 
King led Madam, with a cloſe Crown on her 
Head, and her Train born up by Madamoþ 
ſelles de Montpenfier and Longueville :' The 
Queen follow'd next, but without a Crown: 
Next came the Queen-Dauphin, Madam the 
King's Siſter, Madam de Lorain, and the 
Queen of Navarre, their Trains carry'd by 
Princeſſes. 

The Maids of Honour belonging to the 
Queens and Princeſſes, were all richly dreſ 
in the ſame Colours the Queens and Princef 
fes had on ; fo that it was known by the Co 
Jour of their Habits whoſe Maids they were. 
They mounted the Scaffold prepared in the It 
Church, and there the Ceremony of rhe be c 

| Marriage was perform'd : They returned to bf 
Dinner at the Biſhop's, and went thence a- 3" 
bout five a-clock tg.the great Palace, where JP 
the Feaſt was, and"the Parliament, the S-PW 
veraighy”s 


v 
? 


W=2f = 


BER SSSFTIS DEL. TSPESERLRP 


-of The' Princeſs of Cleve. ing; 
v4 aigh Courts, and the Corporation of the 
off City were defir'd ro affift, The King; the 
nf Queens, the Princes, and Princetles'eat at 
off the Marble Table in the preat Hall of the 
ve ff Falace: The Duke of .4/va fate by-#he new 

Queen of Spain, below the fteps of the Mar- 

ble 'Table:- At the King's right hand there 

was a Table :for Ambalſladors, Arch-Bi- 
hops, and Knights of the Order ; andon 
«the other hand a Table for thoſe of the Par- 
© The Dake' of Gu/e, in a Robe of Cloth 
o&-Gold Freez'd, ſerv'd the King as Lord 

Seward 'of his Houſhold ; - the Prince of 
| onde as \Parmetier, and the Duke of Ne- 

mars as Cup-bearer. When' the Officers 

ted taken away, the Ball began, and' was 
mMerrupted by Ballets and extraordinary 'Ma- 
thines : then they reſum'd the Ball, and af- 
ter Midnight the King and all the Court re- 
(Jun'd iothe Lowwre. As ſad as Madam we 
{ deve was, all that ſaw her, and partieular- 

I»? Monſieur de Nemours thought her Beauty 

Acomparable: Though the Buſtle' of the 
eIGremony offer'd him ſeveral opportunities, 
e [ledurſt not ſpeak to her, Bur he appear'd 
oF9kd,and exprefs'd ſo much fear to approach 
- Jr, that Madam de Cleve, looking on it as 
e Iproceeding from his reſpect for her, began to 
» Jank he was not ſo much to be bham'd, 
1 7 O though 
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though he had not ſaid a word to juſtifie him ab 
ſelf r His Cope was the ſame the Jolla bell 
ing days , and wrought the ſame effet og po 
Madam de Cleve. _ 7 

' At laſt the day of the Tournament came; 
the Queens ſtood in the Galleries upon the 
\ Scaffolds prepar'd for them. The four Chan: 
pions appear'd at the end of the Liſts,withy 
number of Horſes and Liveries, the moſt 

magnificent ſight ever ſeen in Fraxce. 
The King's Colours were black and white, 
which he always wore on the account of 
Madam, de Yalentinois, being a Widoy, 
Monſicur de Ferrara and his Retinue had 
Red and Ycllow ; Monſieur de Guiſe Carny- 
tion and White being the Colours of a young 
Lady whom he had lov'd when a Maid, and 
lov'd her ſtill, though he durſt not maker 
appear. Monſieur de Nemours had Black and 
Yellow ; why hewore them was not known, 
butit was no hard matter for Madam deC ew 
to guels at it ; ſhe remembred ſhe had faid 
before him, ſhe lov'd Yellow, and was ſorry 
it ſuited not with her Natural Complexion; 
which was the reaſon he thought he might 
appear in that Colour without indiſcrertion, 
becauſe Madam de Cleve not wearing it, 
there could be no ſuſpicion he wore it on het 

Account, ; 
The Champions pertorm'd with moo 
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P The'Princeſs of Cleve, gg 
inÞ| able Addreſs. : Though, the. King was: the 
weſt Horſeman in his Kingdom, they knew 
00 8 got who had the advantage. Monſieur de 
Nemours had a Grace in all his Actions\won 


e; | him the favour of Perſons leis intereſydthan 
the made Cleve; ſhe no-ſopner diſcover'd 
Tm - the end of the Liſts, but ſhe telther 
bij & uv 


ader = conan Emotions ; and eve- 
ty+:Courlſe he-made, ſhe could ſcarce hide 
her joy when he had well finiſh'd his Ca- 


oft 


p % the Evening, when all-was almoſt over, 
41d: the Company ready to: break up, the 
al } King ( provok'd-only by the ill Fate of the: 
x | Kate) would needs- break: anpther Lance': 
te commanded the Count de Montgomery 
who was very dextrous at it) to appear in 
Liſts; the Count begg'd. his Majeſty 
0d} would excuſe him, alledging all the Reaſons 
, Sliecould think of; but the Kong, balf angry, 
x {at him word he commanded him to do it. 
df TheQueen conjur'd the King not to run any 
y More; that he had perform'd, ſo well he 
;{ght to reſt ſatisfy'd, and that ſhe intreated 
tYlim to come to her. He anſwer'd, it was for 
; Fove of her he would have another Courſe, 
;Jand enter'd the Barrier, She ſent Monſieur 
ſ deSavoy to pray him the ſecond time to come 

tack, but allto no purpoſe. They ran, the 
-Fkances were broken, and a Splinter of the 
7 Lp Q 2 Count 
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Cduft'of Montgomery's hit the King in th}, 
Eye, and ſtuck there. The King fell : Hyg 
Gentlemen and Monſieur de Mont moreiicy, {5 
Marſhal of the Camp,ran to hun. They way} 
aſtonaiſh'd to fee him fo wounded ; burthe i} 
King was hearty ; he ſaid it was a very ſlight} 
hurt, and pardon'd the 'Count:- You: my 
judge the trouble and affliction fo fad an Ae. 
dent occaſion'd at a time wholly dedicaty* 
to Gayety and Mirth. Aſſoon'as the King ® 
was laid in Bed, and the Chirurgeons ka} * 
ſearch'd the Wound, it appear'dvery coſy. | * 
derable. The Conſtable preſently choughe 
of the Prediftion' '( that the King Thouldbe 
flair in Duel?) and made no 'doubt butit 
would-be accompliſh'd. - - F 
The King of Spain, then at Bruſſels,havi 
i News of the Aecident, ſent his Phyſician; 
Man of great Reputation ; 'but hejudg'd the 
King pait hope. -- '''/ 
A Court ſo divided, and full.of contrary 
Intereſts, couÞt7nor-but be im extraord 
difordtr,” and @tftioufly buſie in ſuch a:Cons 
jJunQure: Yetiall was'-conceal'd, and the 
whole Court ſeerm'd :zemploy'd only about 
the recovery of the King ; the Queens, Prins 
ces and Princeſſes ſcarce ſtirring out of his 
Anti- Chamber. 
Madam de C/eve knowing her (elf oblig'd 
tobe there, that ſhe ſhould fee Monſieur - 
X ; * 6 
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His þ Nemours there, and thould not be able-to 
nceal from her Husband the diforder that 
would put her to ; and being ſenfible 
thevery prefence of that Prince would juſti- 
feand clear him in her thoughts, and de- 
y. the Reſolutions ſhe had taken againſt 
Wo, ſhe pretended her ſelf fick. The 
i | Gout was too bufie to mind what ſhe did, 
oy dee enquire whether her indifpoſfition were 
a | et or teign'd. Only her Husband knew 
the truth of it. That troubled her not :- ſhe 
wotim'd at'home, little concern'd for the 
change that was ſhortly expected, and 
«| Wot her own thoughts which ſhe had li- 
| erty .cnough to. give her ſelf up to. Every 
ane\.ran to Court to enquire of the King. 

+08 Monſieur de Cleve came at certain hours to 


v | bring her News: he obſerv'd the ſame me- 
- | thod of proceeding towards her he us'd ro 
y &, ſave only when they were alone, they 


y were a little leſs free, and more cold towards 
| ane» another than formerly, - -He ſaid not a 
«| word of what was paſt, and ſhe had not the 
x {p2wer, nor thought it convenient to reſume 
» {ihe Diſcourſe of ir. 
s | Monſieur de Nemours, who waited an op- 
portunity of ſpeaking to Madam de Cleve, 
4 vas ſurpriz'd and troubl'd he could not have 
L [fight of her. The King was ſo ill, that the 
. kventh day the. Phyſicians gave him up. 
f 30 O 3 He 
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He receiv'd the News of the certainty of his 
Death with extraordinary conſtancy, which 
was the more admirable, in that he loſt his 
Life by ſo unfortunate an Accident, that.he 
was to die in the Flower of his Age, happy, 
ador'd by his People, and belov'd by a Mi- 
ſtreſs he was deſperately in. love with : The 
Gay before he dy'd, he caus'd Madam, his 

Sitter, to bemarry'd to Monfteur de Savoy; 
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dition the Ducheſs of Yalentinois was in; 
The Queen would not permit her to ſee the 
King ; but ſent ro demand of her the King's 
Signet and the Jewels of the Crown ſhe had 
in her Cuſtody. The Ducheſs enquir'd if the 
King were dead ? and being told no; Z7 have 
vo Maſter yet then, ſays the, and no body can 
oblige me to part with what he truſted inmy 
Hands. Aſlvon as he expir'd at the Chaſteas 
de Tournels, the Dukes of Ferrara ,. Guiſe 


As they began to walk, ſhe ſtepp'd back 


vility in the Complement. 


The End of the Third Book. | 


and Nemours condutted the Queen-Mother, 
the King, and Queen-Confort to the Louvre. Þ;. 
Monficur de Nemours led the Queen-Mother.g& 


little, and told the Queen, her Daughter-it 
Law, it was her place to go firſt ; but it wa 
eaſie ro lee there was more ſharpaeis than cop 
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without Ceremony. You may gueſs the con: 
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BOOK IV. 


H E Queen-Mother was now wholly 
3 govern'd by the Cardinal of Lorrain : 
Ste Yidame of Chartres was quite out. of fa» 
our with her ; and the love he had for Ma- 
am Martignes, and for Liberty, made him 
$ ſenſible ofher diſpleaſure than a matter of 
at conſequence might ſeem to deſerve. The 
Cardinal, the ten days the King continu'd ill, 
-$2ad leiſure to form his deſigns,6 prevail with 
[the Queen to take Reſolutions ſuitable to his 
' "3 O 4 Pros» 
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ProjeQts: ſo that aſloon as the King way 
dead the Queen order'd the Conſtable to ſtay 
at the 7Tournels with the Corps, to perform 
the uſual Ceremonies : This kept him at dj. 
ſtance, and out ofthe Scene of Attion : He 
diſparch'd a Courier to the King of Navary, 
to haſten him to Court, to joyn with him 
in- oppoſing the Riſe of the Houſe of Guiſe, 
The Duke of Guije was made General of 
the Armies, and the Cardinal of Lorrazy 
Sur-intcatant of the Fixances. The Ducheſs 
of Valentinois was expelF'd the Court. The 
Cardinal of Toxrzon,the Conſtable's declar'd 
Enemy, and the Chancellor 01:vier declar'd 
Enemy to the Ducheſs of Yalentinois, were 
both call'd to Court. Ina word, the Court 
had entirely chang'd Face: The Duke of 
Gaiſe rank'd himſelf with the Princes of the 
Blood, to carry the King's Cloak at the Fus 
neral. He and his Brothers were abſolute 
Maſters at Court, not only through the cre- 
dit the Cardinal had with the Queen, but be- 
cauſe ſhe thought it in her power to remove 
them if they ſhould give her Umbrage, 
and. that ſhe could not remove the Con- 
ſtable, who was upheld by the Princes of the 
Blood. | 

The days of mourning for the deceas'd 
King being over, the Conſtable came to the 
Loxvre, but had very cold reception og 
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King. - He would have ſpoken with him 
private, but the King call'd for Meffeurs 
[85m and before them told him, he ad- 
isd him to take his eaſe ; that the Finawes 
aad the Command of the Armies were dif- 
'd of, and when he ſhould ſtand in need of 
mn is Counſels, he would fend tor him to Court. 
* F The Queen-Mother receiv'd him:more cold- 
of Bly than the King had done, and-.did not for- 
'# E bear to reproach him with his having ſaid to 
i Fthe late King, his Children were not like 
e Fhim.. The King of Navarr arriv'd, and was 
d oo better receiv'd. The-Prince of Conde , 
d F more impatient than his Brother,com lain'd 
'e Fof it aloud, but all to no purpoſe... e Was 
t [remov'd from Court, under pretence of be- 
f Fling ſent into Flanders to ſign the Ratification 
e fot the Peace. They ſhew'd the King of Navar 
- $a forg'd Letter from the King of Spain,where- 
e Fin he was charg'd with deſigns to ſurprize 
ſome ſtrong places belonging to:thar' King : 
they told him it was high timeto look about 
him, and prepare for defence: and, in a 
word, per{waded him. to reſolve going for 
Peary. The Queen-Morher, to: furniſh him 
with a pretence, gave him 1n;Charge the 
Conduct of Madam E1:zabeth to. Savoy, and 
made him. take his Journey betore her : ſo 
at there was not a Perſon left at Court to 
© the Power of the Houſe of Guzſe. 
| Though 
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. Though it fell out unluckily for Monſeur 
de Cleve, he had not the condufting Mg. 
dam Elizabeth ; yet the greatneſs of the Per. 
. fon preferr'd before him, took from him all 
pans of complaint. But the loſs of the Em. 
ploy griev'd him not ſo much for en 


im of the Honour he ſhould have receiy' 
by it, as for robbing him of ſo fair ano 
portunity to remove his Wife from Court, 
without ſuſpicion, or the leaſt appearance of 
Deſign. 

Soon after the deceaſe of the late King, a 
Reſolution was taken the King ſhould goto 
Rhemes tobe anointed. Madam de Cleve has 
ving all this while kept at home,on pretence 
of being ill, no ſooner heard this news, but 
ſhe pray'd/ber Husband to diſpence with her 
following the Court, and to give her leave 
to go take the air at Co/oxn/ers tor her health, 
He told her he would not enquire whether 
ſhe deſir'd it on the account of her health, 
but he was ready to conſent to what ſhe de- 
fird; and it was no hard Task to conſent to 
what he had already reſolv'd. As good an 
Opinion as he had of his Wifes Virtue, he 
thought it imprudent to expoſe her longer to 
the view of a Man ſhe was 1n love with. 

Monſieur de Nemours quickly knew ſhe 
would not go along with the Court, and 
could not find in his heart to be gone with- 
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"I her. 'The Night before the Court 


__ 


was to remove, he went to her Houlſe,as late 
er- {in decency he could,that he might tind her 
gone. Fortune favour'd his Intention ; as he 
enter'd the Court he met MadamNevers and 
fadam Martigues coming out, they told him 

had left her alone. He went up under 
agitation and trouble, parallell'd only by 
that Madam de Cleve was in, when told 
Monſieur de Nemours was come to ſee her: 
the fear of his ſpeaking to her of his Paſſion, 
her apprehenſion ſhe might give him too fa- 
yourable an Anſwer, the diſturbance this 
Vifit might occaſion to her Husband, the - 
difficulty of giving him an account of it, or 
concealing it, preſented themſelves to her 
imagination all in a moment, and put her in- 
to'a perplexity that made her reſolve avoid- 
mg the thing, than which peradventure ſhe 
defir'd-none more. She ſent one of her Wo- 
'men.to*Monſieur de Nemours, who was in 
her Anti-Chamber, to tell him ſhe had late- 
ly been very ill, and was extreamly ſorry the 
could not receive the honour he would have 
done her. What a grief was this to him, 
not to ſee Madam de Cleve; and therefore 
not to ſee her, becauſe ſhe had no mind he 
ic | ſhould? He was to be gone on the Mor- 
Tow, he could not expect from Fortune a 
More favourable Opportunity. He had not 
ſpoken 
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ſpoken to her fince the Diſcourſe at thy 
ueen-Dauphin's, and had reaſon to beliey 
his telling the Yidame had deſtroy'd all his 
hopes. In a word, he went away vex'd tg 
the very Heart. 
Aſſoon as Madam de Cleve had recover 
her ſelf a little out of the trouble ſhe was ig 
at the thoughts of Monſieur de Nemours 
being come to viſit her, ſhe was ſo far from 
approving the reaſons that induc'd her to ex: 
cuſe her ſelf from ſeeing him, that ſhe.con: 
demn'd her ſelf for having retus'd his Viſit; 
and if it had not been too late,ſhe would haye 
had him call'd back. | 
Madam de Nevers, and Madam de Marty 
gues went diretly from Madam de Cleve, 
tothe Queen-Dauphins ; Monſieur de Cleve 
was there. The Queen-Dauphin ask'd them 
where they had been? They anſwer'd, they 
came from Madam de Cleve, where they had 
ſpent part of the Afternoon with a great 
eal of Company, and leit no body there 
but Monſieur de Nemours. Theſe: Words, 
though harmleſs and indifferent in: them» 
ſelves, paſs'd not as ſuch with Monſieur de 
Cleve ; he had reaſon to imagine Monſieur 
de Nemours might have ſeveral oppoftunittes 
of ſpeaking to Madam &de Clzye, but to 
think he was alone with her at her lodgings, 
where he might declare to her his Paſſion, 
aps 
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ar'd that moment a thing ſo ſtrange and 


he tolerable, he was more jealous than ever. 
ST hwas not in his power to ſlay at theQueen- 
2 ptiin's, he went thence , not knowing 


why, nor whether it were with deſign to in- 
t Monfieur Je Nemours: When he drew 
near home, . he look'd about to ſee what ſigns 
ke might diſcover of that” Prince's being 
fill there. It was ſome- comfort to find 
be: was gone, and-'it pleas'd him to find he 
tuld not have'been long there. He fancy'd, 
peradventure,' it was not Monſieur de Ne- 
mers; he: had:reafon to be jealous of, And 
I though he could-nor doubt it, yet he endea- 
your'd to perfwade- himſelt he ought to que- 
ſion it. But he had been already ſo clearly 
convinc'd to the contrary, it was not 1n his 
* _=_ to continue long in that uncertainty 


0 earneſtly deſir'd. He went ſtraight into 
*) | kis Wifes Chamber, and after fome general 
diſcourſe, he could not forbear asking her 
AF what ſhe had done in his abſence, and who 
ad been to ſee her ? She gave him account 
of both ; but finding ſhe mention'd not Mon- 
* {fieur de Nemours, he ask'd, trembling, if 
thoſe were all ſhe had ſeen, that ſhe mighr 
have occaſion to name Monſieur de Nemours, 
and he have the comfort to find ſhe put no 
ticks upon him. She had not ſeen him, 
therefore ſhe nam'd him not, Monſieur de 
bt | Cleve , 
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Cleve, witha ſorrowful tone, replies, Z7aw 
you not. ſeen Monſieur de Nemours, or have 
you forgot him? I have not ſeen him indeed, 
ſays ſhe; 7 was i/, and ſent one of my Women 
to make my Excuſe. Tou were not ill, but fr 
him then, replies he; you admitted all other | 
Vifits, why not his as the reſt > What reaſoy 
have you to fear a fight of. him > Why ſhould 
he know by you that you are afraid to ſee him 
Why ſhould you make it appear to hins you make 
uſe of the Power his Paſſion gives:-you over him! 
Durſt you refuſe to ſee him, but that you know 
him ſenſible it proceeded not from Incivility, 
but Rigour > And what reaſon have you to be 
rigorous to him? From a Perſon like you, Mas 
dam, any thing but indifference is a Favour. 1 
did not think, ſays ſhe, you had any ſuch ſuſpi- 
cion of Mon/iear de Nemours, : that you could 
have reproach'd me for not admitting a Vijt | 
from him. Tet I reproach you, Madam, re 
plies he, and have ground enough for it ; Why 
ſhould you not ſee him, if be never ſpoke to you 
of his Love 2 But he hath declar'd it, Madam 
"tis not poſſible it could have made ſo deep an 
impreſſion in you, had you perceiv'd it only by 
his filence : [t was not in your power to tel[me 
the whole truth ; you have conceal'd from me 
the greater and more conſiderable part ; you 
' have repented that little you confeſs'd to me, 
you were not able to finiſh your Confeſſion ; 1 am} þ 
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wore unhappy thaw I thought 7 was, and the 
happieſt of Men. Tou are my Wife, 7 love 

You as my Miſtreſs,an at the ſame time ſee you 
is love with another; and he the moſt amia- 
le in the Conrt : He ſees you' every day, and 


# | tnows you are in love with him. Ha, cries he, 
w | 1 believ'd you might overcome the' Paſſion you 


d } bad for him, but ſure I had loſt my Reaſon to 
2 | think it, I Fnow not, replies ſhe very ſor- 
e | rowfully, whether you did iÞ to judge favous 
i | rably of a proceeding ſo extraordinary as mine ; 
w | yor do 7 know but 1 might be miſtaken, when 1 
y; | thought you would do me Fuſtice. Never doubt 
«| it, Madam, ſays he, you were miſtaken, you 
expeted from me things as impoſſible as thoſe 
I expefted from you: Flow could you think 
Gould do you right, or att according to reaſon ? 
Tox had ſure forgot 1 was deſperately in love 
with you, and. that 1 was your Husbayd. Ei- 
» | ther of theſe were enough to run a Man into 
y | Extremities, what cannot both do when thus 
« mer in one? Ha, what do they not? My ſen- 
; | Hments, my thoughts are uncertain and vis 
| olent, 1 cannot maſter them. 1 no longer 
y | think my ſelf worthy of you, nor do 7 think 
e | Jou are worthy of me. I adore you, I hate you : 
ef 7 offend you, 1 beg your pardon: 1 admire 
| you, 1 am aſham'd I do ſo. Ina word, I have 
hoſt both my Reſt and my Reaſon ; I wonder 7 
have been able to live fince you ſpoke to me at 
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Colonniers, ;4nd the Racen-Danphin told yu 
the Adventure was known, { cannet diſcourl* 
haw it came: abroad, nor:what paſs'd between 
Man/rewr de Nemours. aud out on that. a 
caunt, Toy will never" acquaint me. with it}; 
nor do I dafire you ſhould : { beg only,yau wil 
remember you have made me the moſt unforty 
nate, the moſt wretched of Mev. | 
Monſiear de Cleve having {aid thigglett hy 

Wife, and departed on the morrow withau 
ſeeing her ; but he writ hera Letter full of 
trouble, civility and kindneſs: ſhe feat hin 
an anſwer ſo moving, ſo fall of aſlurance of Þ x 
her Condu@ paſt and to:come,, that being Ny 
grounded on truth and lively expreſſions of 
the thoughts of her heart; - the Letter made 
1mpreſſion on Monſieur de Cleve,and reſtoril | 
in ſome meaſare, the former tranquillity anl Kg, 
calm of his Spirits: Beſides, his knowing 
\Monkeur de Nemours was to goto the King, by 
and could not be with Madam de Clewe,con Þ 
tributed not a little to his repoſe : whenever 
this Lady ſpoke to her Husband,the Love he 
expreſt tor her, the handſomnelſs of his pro» 
ceeding, the kindneſs he had for her , and, 
what the ow'd him as her Husband,had that I, 
ſtrong operation on her, capable, one would I, 
think, to deface the Idea's ſhe had of Mon- 
fieur de Nemours ; but it was but for a time, 


and preſently after the fame Idea's _ 4 
rel |, 
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eſh into her mind,and made deeper impreſ- 

jon than ever. 

"The firſt days after Monſieur de Nemours 
was gone, ſhe was ſcarce ſenſible of his ab- 
ſence ; at length it troubled her fore : from 
the hour ſhe fell in Love with him, not a day 
had paſt but ſhe had fear'd or hop'd to meer 
him, and it was no ſmall griet to her to think 
, Fitwas not in the power of Fortune to make 
them now meet one another. | 

She went to Colonnzers, and order'd to be 
carry'd thither the great Pictures ſhe had 
aus'd to be copied out of the Originals Ma- 
dam de Yalentinois had bought for her fine 
Houſe at Amer. All the remarkable Actions 
of the King's Reign were repreſented in thoſe 
Pieces: amongſt the reſt, was the Siege of 
"| MHetz, and thoſe who had ſignaliz'd them»: 
"*Fflves, were drawn there much to the Life ; 
Monſieur de Nemours was of the number , 
Which perhaps made her deſirous of th@Pi- 
Qures. 

Madam de Martigaes having not been a- 
ble to go to Court, promis'd to ſpend 
ſome days with Madam de Cleve at Colon- 
mers, Though both ſhar'd the Queens Fa- 
your, "Yet it was without envy or ſtrangeneſs 
to one another : they continu'd good triends, * 
"yet neither was the others Confident of the 
I Darling Thoughts. Madam de Cleve _ 
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Madam de Martignes lov'd the Yidame, but 
Madam de Martigues knew nothing of Ma: 
dam we Cleve's being in love with Monſieur 
de Nemowrs, nor of his love for her. Madam 
de Martigues lov'd her the better, as being wi 
Neece to the Yidame; and Madam de Cleve | 
lov'd Madam de Martigues, as being in love | it 
as ſhe her ſelf was, and in love with the moſt | 
intimate Friend of him who had a paſſion | 
for her. pa! 
Madam de Martigues came to Colonniers, 
as ſhe promis'd, and found Madam de Cleve 
led a very deſolate life, ſhe affected ſolitude, 
- and to pals the evenings in the Gardens with- 
out the company ot her Domeſticks : ſhe 
frequented the Pavillion where Monſieur 4: 
Nemours had heard her,ſhe entred the Bowet 
that open'd to the Foreſt : her Women and 
other Servants ſtaid in the other, or under} 


the Pavillion, and came not to her unleſs 


ſhe call'd them. - | 
Madam de Martigues having, never feet 

Colonniers betore, was ſurpriz'd at the beau- 
ties of it, particularly at the pleaſantneſs of th 
the Pavillion. Madam de Cleve and the uſu-Þ 
ally paſt the Evenings there : Two young M 
Ladies (as they) both paſſionately in love,be- 
ing at liberty to 'paſs the Night in the fineſt 
place inthe world, knew not how to make] ® 
an end of diſcourſing one another, being ex-J* 
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teamly pleas'd with the converſation, tho” 
neither made the other her Confident. 
8 Madam de Martigzes could hardly have 
keft Col/onniers , bur that ſhe was to go 
ng where the Yidame was : ſhe took her leave, 
and went for Chambort, where the Court 
ve | then: was. | 
* The Cardinal of Lorrain had anointed 
the King at Rhemes, and the Deſign was to 
paſs the reſt of the Summer at the Caſtle of 
Chambort , which was newly built. The 
Queen expreſs'd great joy to fee Madam de 
Martigues at Court, and after ſeveral Evi- 
}. | dences of it, ſhe enquir'd what News of Ma- 
4 | dam de Cleve, and what ſhe did in the Coun- 
| try: Monſieur de Nemours, and Monſieur 
rf 4d Cleve were both with the Queen that ve- 
dry time. Madam Martigzes had been fo 
"taken with Colonniers, ſhe gave the Queen 
an account of the Beauties ot it, and enlar- 
F$ged upon the Deſcription of the Pavillion 
In the Foreſt, and the pleaſure Madam de 
. | Cieve took to walk alone there ſome part of 
{| the Night. Monſieur de Nemours, who 
. | knew the place well enough to underſtand 
| Madam Martigaes Diſcourſe , thought it 
. | Rot impoſſible ro have a ſight of Madam ge 
tf Eleve there, without being ſeen by any bur 
| her ſelf. He ask'd her ſome Queſtions for 
, | is better diretion, and Monſieur de Cleve 
—* P 2 who 
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who look'd' earneſtly on Monſieur de Ne: 
mours. while Madam Martigues was ſpeaks 
ing, fancy'd he knew what was his deſign; 
the queſtions he ask'd confirm'd him the 
more, fo thar he made no doubt but he in. | : 
tended ro go ſee his Wife. Nor was he miſt. 
ken; for Monſieur de Nemours was ſo {tt 
upon't, that having ſpent the Night in con- 
ſidering how to execute his deſign, he went B 
betimes onthe morrow to ask the King leave || * | 
to go to Par on a pretended occaſion. , 
Monſieur de Cleve queſtion'd not the oc- 
caſion of the Journey, but reſolv'd to ſatisfi 
himſelf of his Wifes Conduct, and continue 
no longer under an uncertainty ſo trouble. } \ 
ſome: He had a deſire to go the ſame time 
Monſieur de Nemours ſer out, and hide him- 
If where he might diſcover the ſucceſs of 
the Journey ; but fearing his departure would 
be thought extraordinary, and Monſieur de ſ 
Nemours, upon notice , ' might take other Fr 
meaſures, he reſolv'd to truſt a Gentleman . 
that belong'd to him, whoſe faithfulneſs and 
wit he was fully aſſur'd of : he acquainted : 
him with the trouble he was 1n, .and how q 
E 
1 
h 
h 
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virtuous his Wife had been till then ; and 
order'd him to follow Monſieur de Nemours, 
watch him narrowly, and ſee whether he 
| went to Co/oxnters, and whether he entred 

the Garden by Night. 
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p: ; The Gentleman, very capable of. ſuch a 
+. | Commiſion, diſcharg'd it with a great deal 
Ba ofexactnets:he follow'd Monſieur de Nemours 
A toa Village within halt | a League of Col/onnj- 
pl ers, where Monſieur de Nemours made a halt; 
n. | Rich the Gentleman eaſily gueſs'd was for 
b- no other end, but to ſtay there till Nighr. 
ve | But he thought it beſt for him to pals thro' 

the Village, and enter the Forreſt the way he 
« | fhought Monſicur de Nemours muſt pals. 
6 | He took his Meaſures very right ; for it was 
1 | ſooner Night, but he heard fome walk, 


and though it were dark, he eaſily knew 
' Monſieur de-Nemours ; He ſaw him go round 
the Garden to hearken it he-could diſcover 
.f | any Perſon, and ſpy ourt' a place convemient 
$ to paſs over.. There were double Pales, and 
very high, on purpoſe to preveat entrance, 
that it was hard getting over ; yet Mon- 
fieur de Nemours made a {ſhift to get in, and 
was no ſooner entred the Garden, but he 
quickly knew where Madam de Cleve was ; 
He ſaw a great Light in the Bower, the Win- 
dows all open , and ſlipping along by the 
Pales fide, got cloſe to the Bower ; .you may 
imagine in what trouble & emotion he took 
his ſtation behifid a Window which ferv'd 
him conveniently to ſee what Madam de 
, {Eleve was doing. He ſaw the was alone ? 


Sut thought her Beauty fo admirable, h* 
WW, P ; could *- 
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could ſcarce maſter the Tranſport it put him 
*in. It was hot, and ſhe had nothing on her 
Head and her Neck, but her Hair hanging 
careleſly down. She was on a Bed of Re. 
poſe, with feveral /Baskets full of Ribands 
betore her, out of which ſhe made ehoice of 
ſome; and he obſerv'd ſhe pick'd out the ve- 
ry Colours he. wore at the Tourney. He 
could ſee her make them vp into Knots for an 
Indian Cane, which had once been his, and 
he had given it his Siſter : Madam de Cleve 
took 1t trom her, as if ſhe had never known 
it -1ad been his : When ſhe had ty'd on the 
Knots, with a- grace and ſweetneſs ſuitable 
, tothe delicacy 'of the Sentiments in her 
Heart, the took a great Wax-Candle in het 
Hand,and went-tothe Table over againſt the 
Picture'of the Siege of Metz, wherein was 
the Pourtrailt of Monſieur de Nemours ; She 
tare her down,::and fell a-looking on that 
Pourtraict with that attention and thought- 
talneſs, which could proceed only from a 
paſſionate Love. 

*'Tis impollible to-expreſs the Sentiments 
of Monſieur de Nemours that moment ; to 
ſee by Night, in the fineſt place of the world, 
2 Perſon he ador'd ; to ſee her and ſhe not 
know it, to ſee her wholly taken up with 


things relating to him, and the Paſſion ſhe þ+ 
1d trom him, was a pleaſure no other Loy þ 
k 5 «He F. 


. vertaſted or imagin'd. 


UM! 


\ 
” 


The Princeſs of Cleve. 215 


- He was fo tranſported he ſtood gazing at 

her, without conſidering how precious his 
time was ; having bethought himſelf a little, 
he believ'd it beſt not to ſpeak to her till 
ſhe came into the Garden, where he might 
do it with more Safety at greater diſtance 
from her Women. Yet ſceing ſhe continu'd 
1a the Bower, he reſolv'd to enter: When 
about to do. it, what Trouble was he in > 
how fearful to diſfpleaſe her, and make her 
change her Countenance fo full of ſweetneſs 
and love , into Looks full of anger and ſe- 
verity |! 

Preſently he thought he had done very 
unwiſely (not to come fee Madam de Cleve, 
but) to think of appearing to her: He look'd 
on itas an extravagant boldneſs, to ſurprize, 
at midnight, a Perſon to whom he never 
durſt declare his Paſſion for her : He could 
not ſee how he could pretend to Audience 
irom her, but believ'd ſhe might juſtly be of- 
tended with him, for the danger he expos'd. 
her to by the Accidents might happen. His 
courage quite faikd him, and he was ſeveral 
times upon the point of returning without 


© Jetting her ſee him: Yet puſlyd on with the 
deſire he had to ſpeak to her, and encoura- 


ged by the hopes given him by what he had 


newly ſeen, he advanc'd a few ſteps, but in 
> ſuch diſorder, that a Scarf he wore catch'd . 
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atthe Window,and made a noiſe. Madam 
de Cleve turn'd about,and whether her Fancy 
was full of him, .or that ſhe ſtood ina place 
ſo dire&ly to the Light that ſhe might know 
him, ſhe thought it was he; and without 
the leaſt-heſitation, or once looking towards 
him, went into the place where her Women 
were, She was ſo diſforder'd, that to con- fy 
ceal it fromthem, ſhe told them ſhe was ill; Yſþe 
which ſhedid to give them employment a-  Þur 
bout her, and him an opportunity of eſca- NCl 
ping unſeen. © Reflecting on what was paſt, For 
the thought her ſelf deceiv'd, and that the Ig 
.did but fancy ſhe had ſeen him : ſhe knew he Il ye 
was at Chambort, and could not perſwade || {o 
her ſelf he would have undertaken ſo hazar- 
dous a Journey.She had a mind ſeveral times I a: 
toreturn into the Garden, to ſee if any one 
were there ; and perhaps ſhe-no leſs defir'd Þ tl 
than fear'd, to find Monfieur de Nemoyrs fn 
there : At laſt Reaſon prevail'd, and ſhe 
thought it more prudent to continue in | 
doubt, than to run the hazard of clearing the Jt 
matter; yet ſhe could not of a Jong time | 
reſolve to quit a place the thought him ſo }; 
near to, and it was almoſt day c're ſhe re- }: 
turn'd to the Caſtle. 

Monfieur de Nemours ſtaid in the Garden |} 
while there was any Light, in hopes of ano- 
ther ſight of Madam &e Cleve, though he 

- wa 


The Princeſs of Cleve. 217 


yas perſwaded ſhe knew him, and was gone 
out of purpoſe to ſhun him ; but hearing the 
Doors lock'd, .his hopes were at an end. He 
went to take Horſe near the place where 
Monſieur ze Cleve's Gentleman 'was watch- 
ng him. This Gentleman follow'd him to 
the fame Village where he left him in the 
Evening. Monſieur de Nemoxrs reſoly'd ty 
: Ehend the reſt of the day there, and return 
- Fir Night to Colonniers, to ſee if Madam de 
* Bcleve would have the cruelty to ſhun him, 
» Jornot expoſe her ſelf to view. He was very 
> glad to find himſelf fo much in her thoughts, 
> F yet it could not but trouble him to ſee her 

2 | obent to avoid him. 
Never was Paſſion ſo tender and violeat 
3 Fs that of this Prince : He went under the 
> [| Willows along a little Brook that ran behind 
| {the Houſe,” where he hid himſelf, that no 
'  Fnotice might be taken of him. He gave 
himſelf up to the tranſports of his Love, 
which were ſo vehement, he let fall ſome 
tears ; not thoſe of pure grief, but mingled 
with the pleaſure and charms Love only is 

| acquainted with. 

> He is now at leiſure to refle@ on all the 
Attions of Madam ge Cleve,fince he had been 
{in Love with her. What a modeſt rigour ſhe 
Ind always us'd him with, though the lov'd 
wm, * For *tis certain, ſays he, ſhe loves me, 


d 
Me I can 
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[ cannot doubt of it : the deepeſt engagements, | 
the higheſt favours, are not ſo infallible Eyi, WY, 


dences of it as thoſe T have ſeen ; yet ſhe uſes 


me as if ſhe hated me. I hoped time would have 


produc'd in ber ſome change in my Far our, 
but now I muſt not expett it ; 1 find her ſtil 
upon her Guard againſt me and her. ſelf: If 
he did not love me, I would apply my ſelf to 
pleaſe her ; but I pleaſe her, ſhe loves me, aud 
yet hides it from me: What am I to expe? 
Whatichange can TI hope of my Fate? What, 
* ſhall T have the Love of the tnoſt amiable Per. 
fon in the World, and be under that exceſs of 
Paſſion that proceeds from the certainty of be- 
zng lov'd by her, only to make me more ſeuſtble 
of being illus d 2 Let me ſee you love me,fair 
Princeſs, cries he, declare to me Jo Senti- 
ments, let me once in my Life be aſſur'd of 
them by you ; I am content you ſhould reſume 
your rigour, and uſe me ever after with the 
ſeverity that ſo mortifies me : Look on me at 
eaſt with thoſe Eyes you look'd laſt Night os 
my Pifture in my fight. Can you look with ſi 
much kindneſs on my Pifture, yet ſhun me ſi 
cruelly? What are you afraid of ? Tou low 


me, aud "tis in vain to conceal it from me; || 


you have, againſt your will, grven me Eviden- 
ces of it. I know my good Fortune, permit 


[s't poſſible Madam de Cleve ſhould love m 
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me to enjoy it, and do not make me uuhappy.Þ 
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yet 7 be unhappy.? How beautiful ſhe appear d 
is the Night? How did I forbear throwing my 
felf at her Feet? Had I done it, perhaps the 
reſpett I expreſs d for her would have kept her 
from [hunning me : Tet peradventure ſhe did 
wr know me, I trouble my ſelf more than 1 
peed : the fight of a man at an hour ſo extra- 
ordinary would have frightued her. Theſe 


thoughts took up his time all Day, he will'd 


impatiently for the Night; and aſſoon as jt 


came, he went for Colouniers. Monſieur de 
Cleve's Gentleman, being diſguis'd, that he 


might be leſs obſerv'd, tollow'd him to the 
place he had follow'd him the Night before, 
and ſaw him enter the Garden again. Mon- 
fieur de Nemours quickly found Madam 
Cleve had not expos'd her ſelf to a ſecond 
view, the"Garden-Doors being all ſhut; he 
turn'd him every way about rodiſcover light, 
but ſaw none. H 

Madam de Cleve , apprehending he might 
return, kept her Chamber, tearing ſhe might 
not {till have the power to ſhun him; and 
unwilling to expoſe her ſelf to the hazard of 


"dpeaking to him in a manner ſo unſuitable ts 
Her Conduct hitherto. 


Monſieur ds Nemours, though out of 


"hopes of ſeeing her, could not reſolve to 
-quit preſently a place ſhe frequented. He 
ppaſs'd that Night in the Garden, and had the 
""* Hica: 
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-pleaſure of ſeeing the ObjeAs ſhe beheld eve. 
ry day. It was Sun-riſfing e're he thought of 
retiring, which he did at laſt for fear of be- 
tong dilcover'd. | | 
He had not the power to go for Court, 
without having ſeen Madam 4e Cleve, He 
went to his Siſters, the Ducheſs of Merceur, 
at her Houſe near Colonniers: She was ex- 
treamly ſurpriz'd at her Brother's arrival, but 
he invented fo probable a Pretence for his 
Journey,and order'd his buſineſs ſo handſom- 
ly, that ſhe made the firit Propoſal of viſit- 
- 1ng Madam de Cleve. This deſign was to be 
executed that very day, Monſieur de Nemoars 
having told his Siſter, he would leave her 
at Colenniers, and go direftly thence to the 
King. This he did in hopes ſhe would take 
her leave before his departure from Colowni- 
ers, and afford him an infallible opportunity 
of ſpeaking to Madam ge Cleve. | 
At their artival, ſhe was walking in the 
Garden: The Sight of Monſieur de Nemours 
-  Ffoubled her not a little, and filenc'd all 
+. \"dequbts of her having ſeen him the Night be- 
= fore: It anger'd her to find him guilty of fo 
much boldneſs and impudence. He was 
tily troubled to obſerve in her Counte- 
nanee an Air of Coldneſs towards him. Their 
Diſcourſe was- general, yet he had the Ad- 
.drefs ro ſhew ſo much Wit, ſo-much Come 
-<__ | plaiſanee, * 
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Fplaifance, and admiration for Madam: ge 
'Cleve, that he diſſipated in ſome meaſure 
the coldneſs ſhe had expreſs'd towards him 
at firſt, ' 
His firſt fear being over, he ſeem'd very 
"curious to ſee the Pavilion in the Foreſt: He 
» If ſpoke of it as the moſt pleaſant place in the 
" & World, and deſcrib'd it fo particularly, that 
 & Madam de Merceur told him, he muſt needs 
' Þ have beenoften thereto be ſo well acquaint- _ 
ed with all the Beauties of it. 7 do not think 
for all that, ſays Madam de Cleve, Monfieur 
de Nemours has ever been there : it has been 
finiſh d but a while fince. *Tis not long fince 1 
have been there, ſays he, looking on her ; 
and 1cannot tell whether 1 have not reaſon to 
be glad you have forgot ſeeing me there, Ma» + 
dam de Mercexr was {o taken up with views 
ing the beauty of the Gardens, ſhe minded 
not what her Brother ſaid, Madam de Cleve 
bluſh'd, and with her Eyes to the Ground, 
without looking on Monſieur de Nemours, 7 
do not remember, fays ſhe, 7 ever ſaw you 
there ; and if you were ever there, it was with- _ 
out my knowledge. *'Tu true, Madam, ſays 
| he, / was there without order ,, and paſs d 
there the moſt cruel, as well as the moſt plea- 
 ſant moments of my Life. | | 
Madam de Cleve underſtood very well what 
he ſaid, but made him no anſwer: Hercare 
279 was 
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was to prevent Madam de Merceur's goin 
- intothe Bower where Monſieur de Nemours's 
PiQture was, which ſhe had no mind ſhould 
be ſeen. She kept her in diſcourſe, and the 
time paſs'd away ſo infenſibly, that Madam 
de Merceur began to talk of going home- 
wards : But when Madam de Cleve ſaw Mon- 
fteur de Nemours and his Siſter were not to 
go together, ſhe quickly guels'd what ſhe 
might be expos'd to, and was in the fame 
ſtrait ſhe had been in at Pars, and made uſe 
of the ſame expedient : The tear ſhe had this 
Viſit might confirm her Husband's ſuſpici. 
ons, contributed much to the Reſolution ſhe 
took. That Monſieur de Nemours might not 
continue alone with her,ſhe told Madam 4e 
erceur ſhe would bring her as tar as the 
edge ofthe Foreſt, and order'd her Coach to 
be made ready. Monſieur de Nemours turn'd 
pale as Aſhes at the rigour of Madam de ' 
Cleve. Madam de Merceur ask'd him if he 
were 111? He lookd on Madam de Cleve 
(though no Body perceiv'd it) and convinc'd 
her by his looks, his Ilneſs was a pure effect 
of his Deſpair. However, there was no Re- 
medy but he muſt leave her in his Siſters 
Company, without daring 'to follow her ; 
and having told his Siſter he would return 
to Court directly from Co/oxniers, there was 
nopoing back with her. He went for ow, 
| an 
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Monſieur de Cleve's Gentleman had ob- : 


ſerv'd him all this while. He follow'd him 


to Paris, and when he found Monſieur 
Nemours was gone for Chambort,. he took 
Poſt to getthither before him, and give ac- 
count of his Journey. His Maſter expected 
his Return with impatience, asif the happi- 
neſs or unhappineſs of his Life depended up- 

on it. 
Aſloon as he faw him, he gather'd from 
his Countenance and his Silence, he had no 
ood News for him: He continu'd ſome time 
aſtoniſh'd with his Face dejeted, and not 
able to ſpeak to him ; at laſt he made ſigns 
with his hand he ſhould withdraw. Go, favs 
he, 7 know what you have to ſay to me; but 7 
have not the power to hear it. T cannot in- 
form you any thing, ſays the Gentleman, on 
which to ground a ſure Fudgment. *Tu true, 
Monſieur de Nemours went two Nights ſuc- 
cefrvely into the Garden in the Foreſt, and 
the Day after he was at Colonniers with the 
Ducheſs of Mercaur. *7w enough, rephes 
Monſieur de Cleve ; 'tu enough, making figns 
to him to withdraw ; 7 need no further diſco» 
very, The Gentleman was forc'd to leave 
his Maſter abandon'd to his Deſpair, which 
was perhaps the moſt violent of any hath 
been known : tew men of his Courage , o 
0 


J 


The P rinceſs of Cleve. 225 IR" IM 


and thence on the Morrow for Chamborr. 
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ſo deeply in love as he, having felt the ſame 
time the grief caugd by the unfaithfulneſs 
of a Miſtreſs, and the ſame occafion'd by 
being decejv'd by a Wite. 

His trouble was ſo great, it preſently caſt 
him into a Fever ; and with ſuch ill Symp. 
toms, it was thought very dangerous. Madam 
de Cleve was inform'd of it, andcame away 
in all haſte to him. When ſhe arriv'd he was 
worſe : Beſides , ſhe found him in ſuch a 
ſtrargeneſs and coldneſs for her, ſhe was 
equally ſurpriz'd and afflicted at 1t : She 
faw it was a pain to him to receive the Ser- 
vices ſhe did him in his Sickneſs, but ſhe im- || q 
puted it to his Malady. = 

When ſhe was come to the Court at Blow, | £5 
Monſieur do Nemours could not tforbear ex- u 
prefiing his joy at her being in the ſame place | y 
where he was: He endeavour'd to ſee her, Uh 
and went every day to Monſieur de Cleve's, o 
under pretence of er;quiring after his health, JF x 
but all to no purpoſe ; ſhe ſtirr'd not out of } 
her Husband's Chamber, and was ſorry at p 
the heart for the condition he was 1n..- It Þ.y 
madd:d Monſieur de Nemours. to ſee her ſo I| 5, 
afflitted, as an Evidence of her kindneſs for 
Monſieur de Cleve, and a dangerous diverſi- | , 
on for the affetion the had for Monſieur de ye 
Nemours. But Monſieur de Cleve was fick 
to that extremity, it gave him new gs : 
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Hould be ſhortly at liberry to follow her in- 
clination, and that he might expect ſome du- 
rable pleaſure and happineſs for the future. 
But theſe thoughts were too full of trouble 
and tranſport to laſt, and the fear of further 
misfortune; by being fruſtrated of his hopes, 
put them quite out of his Head. 

Monſieur de Cleve the mean time was al- 
moſt given up by the Phyſicians. One Mor- 
ning, ( having had a very ill Night) he faid 
he would reſt; Madam de Cleve alone con- 
tinu'd with him in the Chamber, and in- 
ſtead of taking any Repoſe, thought him ve- 
ry reſtleſs. : She fell on her Knees by his Bed- 
ſide, and though Monſieur de Cleve had ſet 
up a reſolution never to acquaint herwith the 
violent diſpleaſure he had conceiv'd againſt 
her, yet. the care ſhe took of him, and her 
great affliction” which he could not but ſome- 
times think real, as at other times he look'd 
on it as an Evidence of diſſimulation and 
perfidiouſneſs) diſtracted 'him- ſo. violently 
with contrary Sentiments, that it was not 
in his power not to give them vent. 

Tou ſhed many tears, Madam, 1ays he, for 
a Death you are the cauſe 'of; and cannot grue 
you the trouble you pretend ro bein. Tam no_ 
longer in a condition to reproach you, adds he, 


with a Voice weakned with ſickneſs and 


griet ; 


\ 5 


He faw-it very probable Madam de Cleve 
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grief; but 7 die with the cruel and tor: 
 menting diſpleaſure you occafion'd me ; Was it 
neceſſary an Attion ſo extraortdivary as that 
you told me of at Colonniers ſhould have Con- 
ſequences ſo very unſuitable 2 Why would ya 
declare to me your Paſſion for Monfieur de Ne» 
mours, if your Vertue could hold out uo lon+ 
ger to refiſt it? I lov'd you to that extremity 
T would have been glad to have been decend, 
1 confeſs it to my ſhame : I have lamented my 
loſs of that falſe repoſe you robb'd me of ; why 
did younot leave mein that quiet” blindneſs ſo 
many Husbands live in ? Peradventure 1 had 
zever known you had been in love with Mon- 
fiexr de Nemours': 7 ſhall die, ſays he, vut 
know,you have made Death welcome and pleaſe 
ing to me; and having depriv'd. me of the 
eſteem and tenderneſs 7 had for: you, you have 
render d my Life.a' trouble, 1 cannot but abhor 
# : What ſhould 7 live for, continues he, 70 
Spend my days with a Perſon [have loud ſo ex+ 
treamly, and as cruelly been deceiv'd by, or.to 
lrue-apart from the ſame perſon, and to break 
out openly into riotences ſo oppoſite to my humor 
and the love Thad for you ? a love greater than 
it appear'd to you; Madam, 7 bid. agreat part 
of zt from you, for fear of being pol. 79s fo 
you, and forfeiting your Eſteem by Aitions and 
Expreſſious of it not becoming a Hushand. In 
a word, 1 deſerv'd yollr Aﬀeition more thas 
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once ; yet 1 die without xegret, ſince I could not 


bave it, nor can defire it -any, longer. Adieg, 
you will one day be ſorry for a Man 
that lov'd you with a true and honeſt Paſſion : 
Tou will feel. the ſmart of ,,your Engagements, 
and know the difference between being {ov d as 
T lov'd you, and their love, who pretending Fa 
fettion for you, ſeek only the honoar of {e 
cing you ; But my Death will ſet you at libers 
iy, and you may without a Crume make Mon- 
fieur de Nemours happy. - What matters it 
what happens when 1 am no more } Muſt have 
the weakneſs to trouble my, HJead with thoſe 
things ? nt 2 92 wire 

_ Madarnde Cleve was fo far. from, 1magin» 
ing her. Husband ſuſpected her, ſhe under- 
ſtood not what he meant, :andiqncied only 
he reproach'd her for the-Inclination ſhe had 
for Monſieur de Nemours, At.laſt, awak'd:qn 
the ſudden ;'* A Crime; ſays: /be,l am a {trans 
* ger to thethoughts of it; xhe ſevereſt, Ver» 
*tue could. not have preſcrib'd any Candyft 
© but that I have follow'd z: I never did any 
*thing but I wiſh'd you a Witneſs of is x 
* Could you have with'd me a Witnels; re» 
* plies' he ( looking on her with diſdain ) the 
*Nights you ſpent with Monſieur de Ne» 
* mours? Ah, Madam, is it'youl ſpeak of 
*when I ſpeak of a Lady that hath ſpent 


*Nights with a Man not her Husband | Noy 
Qz * Sir, 
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* Sir, ſays ſhe, 1 am not the Perfonyou ſpeat 
Cof; 1 Tiever ſpent a Night" tor V mnioae 
* with Monſieur de Nemours ; he never faw 
me in private, I never endur'd he ſhould do 
*it, I never gave him the hearing, I would 
© take all the Oaths—— No more, Madam , 
© I pray, ſays he, a falſe Oath, or a Confeſſion, 
© would perhaps trouble me alike. © Madam 
de Cleve had not the power. to anſwer, her 
tears and her grief took away her Speech : 
Striving at laſt, * Look on'me, ſays ſhe, at 
© leaſt give me the hearing ; were it only my 
* Concern, I would bear your Reproaches, 
*but your Life is in the caſe : Hear me for 
*your own'ſake ; I am ſo innocent, ' it is im- 
© poſſible but I ſhall convince'you of the 
©Truth. Would to God you could perſwade 
©me'to it, crzes he, but what is't you can-ſay ? 
"Hath not Monfieur de Nemours been at Co- 
© loxniers with his Siſter ? Had he not ſpent 
*the two Nights before with you 1n the Fo- 
*reſt-Garden ? If that be my Crime, replies 
© ſhe, T can eaſily juſtifie my ſelf: I do not de- 
* fire you ſhould take my word ; ask all your 
©Domeſticks, and they will tell you whether 
© went into the' Garden the Night before 
*Monfieur de Nemoars came to Colonniers ; 
*and whether the Night before that, I went 
not out of the Garden two hours ſooner 


than ordinary : She told him, ſhe thought 
Dey Lo he 


A 9x 2A rem uqS =. SS % Ot  » 4 oo ot @ = , wi an 


__ Sv: 


The Princeſs of Cleve. 229 
| ſhe had ſeenone in the Garden, and confeſs'd 
JT ſhe beliey'd it was Monſieur de Nemonrs. 
She ſpoke with that confidence, and truth , 
though improbable, is naturally ſo perſwa- 
ſive, that Monſieur de Cleve was almoſt con- 
vinc'd of her Innocence : 7 cannot tel, ſays 
he, whether 7 ought to believe you; but 1 
find my ſelf ſo near Death, I would not know 
any thing ſhould make me unwilling to die 
you haye convinc'd me too late, yet it will 
ever be a comfort to me, to go away with a 
thought o your being ſtill worthy the Eſteem I 
have had for you: Let me intreat you, I may 
be aſſur d of this further comfort , that my 
Memory ſhall be dear to you; and that if it 
had been in your power, you would have had 
for me the kindneſs you have for another. 
He would have gone on, but was ſoweak, 
his Speech faikd' him. Madam de Cleve 
calld in the Phyſicians, who found him 
at the point of Death ; yet he languiſh'd 

ſome days, and dy'd at laſt with admirable 

Conſtancy. 

Madam de Cleve was fo afflited, ſhe was 
almoſt beſide her ſelf. The Queen came to 
ſee her, and took her intoa Convent, yet ſhe 
was not ſenſible of it : her Siſters-in-Law 
brought her back to Paris, when ſhe was not 
yet ina condition to give an account of, her 
grief:But when ſhe began to have the power 
v# 3 I 
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to confider what 'a' Husband ſhe-had loft, 
that ſhe had been the cauſe of his death, and 
by a Paflion ſhe had had for another, the 
horroutr: the had for her ſelf, and for Mon- 
ſicur: 4& Nemours, ſurpaſſes expreſſion. 
Monſieur de Nemours at firſt durſt pay her 
no other:ReſpeCts but what decency requir'd: 
He knew her too well to think any other 
would be acceprable, and found afterwards 


* he muſt obſerve the ſame Conduct a very 


long time. 


A Servant of his told him, that Monſieur 
de Cleve's Gentleman , being his intimate 
Friend, and lamenting to him the loſs of his 
Maſter, ſaid to him, that Monſieur de Ne- 
mours's Journey to Coloyniers had caus'd his 
death. Monſieur de Nemours was extreamly 
ſurpriz'd at the Diſcourſe ; yet after ſome re- 
fle&tion, he could gueſs partly at the truth 
of it, atid judg'd preſently what Madam &e 
Cleve would think of him, and what a di- 
ſtance it would occaſion between them,if ſhe 
once believ'd her Husband's diſtemper pro- 
ceeded from his jealouſie of him:He thought 
it not beſt to put her in mind ſo quickly of 
his Name, and ſtack to that reſolution, tho' 
it went againſt the heart of him. 

He took a journey to Pari, and could not 
did; 
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had commanded they ſhould not trouble her 
with an account of any that came to ſee her ; 
"an Order given perhaps on purpoſe to pre- 
vent her hearing of Monſieur de Nemours : 
| but he was too deeply in love to live abſo- 
lutely depriv'd of the ſight of her, and re- 
ſolv'd to find means, how difficult ſoever, 
toget out of a condition he thought ſo in+ 
tolerable. 

Madam de Cleve afflicted her ſelf beyond 
Reaſon ; the Death of her Husband, and 
caus'd by her, a Husband dying with ſuch 
tenderneſs for her, ſtill ran in her mind, ſhe 
could not forbear refleting every moment 
on theduty ſhe ought him, and condemning 
her ſelf ſhe had not had the affe&ion for him 
he deſerv'd, as if it had depended on her 
power :. All the comfort ſhe had, was to 
know ſhe lamented the loſs of him as his Me- 
rit requir'd, and was reſolv'd the reſt of her 
life to do nothing but what, had he liv'd, he 
would have been certainly pleas'd with. 

She had often been thinking how he came 
to know Monſieur de Nemours had been at 
Colonniers : She could not ſuſpe& he had told 
him; yet if he hgd, ſhe valu'd it little, ſhe 
thought her ſelf fo perfe&ly cur'd of the paſli- 
on ſhe had had for him: but ſhe was griev'd 


's at the heart to think him the cauſe of her 


Husband's Death, and was troubledfar the 
"S Q 4 thought 
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thought of the fear Monſieur de Cleve had 
expreſs'd at his Death ſhe would marry him: 
Burt theſe griefs were drown'd all together 
in that of the loſs of her Husband, which 
was ſo great,the ſeem'd to have no other. 

After ſeveral Months the violence of her 
affliction began to abate, and ſhe fell into a 
ſtate of Sadneſs and Melancholy, being ſeiz'd 
with a pining and languiſhing Grief, Madam 
de Martigaes made a journy to Pars, and 
during her ſtay there, viſited her often ; the 
entertain'd her with diſcourſe of.the Court, 
and the Paſſages there; and though Madam 
de Cleve appear'd unconcern'd, yet Madam 
de Martigues continu'd that Diſcourſe, in 
hopes to divert her. 

She told her news of the Yidame,of Mon- 
fieur de Guiſe,and all others any way remark- 
able for their Perſons or Merit. As for Mon- 
fieur de Nemours, ſays ſhe, I cannot tell whe- 
ther bufineſs hath not diſpoſleſs'd his heart 
of the Gallantry he was ſo much addicted ta; 
ſure I am he isnot gay and jovial as he us'd 
to be,and he ſeems not to afie& the company 
of Ladies ; he goes often to Pars, and I be- 
lieve is there now. Madam de Cleve was ſo 
ſurpriz'd at the name of Nemours, that ſhe 
bluſh'd; But ſhe chang'd the Diſcourſe, and 
Madam de Martigues perceiv'd not the con» 
cern ſhe was in, 
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- * 'The morrom Madam de Cleve being in 
ſearch of Buſineſs fuitable to her condition, 
went to a Neighbour's houſe, - who was fa- 
mous for having a particular Excellency in 
weaving of Silks, and ſhe defign'd to have 
ſome done to her fancy. Having ſeen ſeveral 
pieces of his work, ſhe ſpy'd a Chamber-door 
where ſhe thought there were more Silks, 
and ſpoke to them to open it : The Maſter 
anſwer'd he had not the Key, and that the 
Chamber was taken by a man who came at 
certain hours of the day to take the Proſpect 
and Platform of the fair Houſes and Gardens 
to be ſeen from his Windows. He is, adds 
he, the handſomeſt man I ever faw,and looks 
not like one that works for his living ; when- 
ever he comes, I obſerve he looks ſtill to+ 
wards the Houſes and Gardens, but I can ne- 
yer ſee him work, 

Madam de Cleve heard this diſcourſe very 
attentively; what Madam de Martigzes had 
told her (that Monſieur de Nemours was now 
and then at Pars) ſhe apply'd in her fancy to 
that handſom man coming ſo near her Lodg- 
ing,and grew up into an Idea of Monſieur de 
| Nemours, labouring for a ſight of her, which 
gave her a confus'd trouble which ſhe knew 
not thecauſe of : ſhe went towards the Win- 
daws to fee where they look'd, and found 
they fac'd the Garden and her Apartment. 
of When 
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When ſhe went to 'her Chamber, ſhe could 
eaſily fee the Window where ſhe. was told 
that man usd to ſtand in for taking his Pro- 
ſpect. The thought that it was Monſieur 4s 
Nemours produc'd a great alteration in her : 
ſhe preſently loſt that melancholy repoſe ſhe 
had begun to enjoy, and fell into great dif- 

uiet and diſturbance of Spirit : Not able to 

ay at home, ſhe went to take the Air in a 


Garden in the Suburbs, where ſhe hop'd tobe - 


alone : At her Arrival ſhe thought ſhe was 
not deceiv'd,and walk'd a pretty while with- 
out ſeeing the appearance of any one. 
Having croſs'd a little Wilderneſs, ſhe 
rceiv'd at the end of a Walk,in the further 
part of the Garden, a kind of a Bower open 
on all ſides, and made towards it. When ſhe 
came near, ſhe ſaw a man laid on the Bank, 
who ſeem'd ſunk into deep meditation, and 


upon ſtricter view appear'd to be Monſieur | 


de Nemours : ſhe ſtopt immediately, but her 
people who waited on her made ſomenoiſe, 
which rouz'd Monſieur de Nemours out of 
the ſtudy he was in. He toavoid the Com- 
pany he thought was coming towards him, 
ſtarted out of his place, without ſo much as 
looking about who had made the noiſe, and 
turn'd away into an Alley, having made a 
low Reverence, which hinder'd him to ſee 
thoſe he ſaluted. 
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Had he known*whom he avoided, how 
quickly would he have return'd? But he 


| went on along the Alley, & Madam de Cleve 


faw him go out at a back-door, where his 
Coach waited for him. What an efte&t pro» 


.duc'd this fight in the heart of Madam 4e 


Cleve? what Paſſtons did it raiſe there ? what 
a flame did it kindle out of the Embers of 
Love? and with what violence it burnt ? 


# She went and ſat her down in the place Mon- 


fieur de Nemours was newly riſen from ; her 
fancy immediately repreſented him the moſt 
amiable Perſon in the World, and one who 
had long lov'd her with a paſſion full of re- 
; oo and fidelity,flighting all for her,reſpeQ- 
ul even to his torment, labouring to ſee her 
without a thought of being ſeen by her, 
quitting the Court ( whoſe Darling he was) 
to come and look on the Walls where ſhe 
had inclogd her ſelf, and ſpend his melan- 
choly hours in places where he had no hopes 
to meet her. In a word, a man who deſerv'd 
love for the manner of his Engagement, and 
for whom ſhe had an inclination ſo violent, 
ſhe could not have choſen but have lov'd 
him,though he had not lov'd her ; beſides, 
a man of high Quality, and ſuitable to hers : 
All the obſtacles trom Duty or Vertue were 
now remov'd ; and of their former Eſtate, 
there remain'd now only the pm" 
FECI. E 
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de Nemours had for her, .and the Paſſion ſhe 
had for Monſieur de Nemours. 

Theſe Idea's were all new (her affliction 
for the death of Monſieur de Cleve, having fo 
taken her up, that ſhe had not of a long time 
entertain'd a thought. of Monſieur de Ne- 
ours, but) at the ſight of him they croud- 
ed into her Head and her Heart. 

But having taken her fill of theſe thoughts, 
when ſhe remembred that the man ſhe look'd 
upon as a fit Husband for her, was the ſame 
ſhe had lov'd in her late Husband's life, and 
had becn the cauſe of his death, who as he 
was dying, expreſs'd a fear ſhe would marry 
him, it ſo ſhock'd the ſeyerity of her Vertue, 
ſhe thought it equally criminal to marry 
Monſieur de Nemours, now her Husband 
was dead, as it was to love him while he 
hv'd. She yielded her ſelf up to theſe Re- 
fleQions fo pernicious to her happineſs, and 
fortify'd them with many Reaſons that con- 


foreſaw would attend her Marriage with 
Monſieur de Nemours. At laſt, aiter two 
hours ſtay in the place where ſhe was, ſhe 
return'd home, under a perſwaſion ſhe was 
to avoid the ſight of him, asa thing abſo- 
Jutely contrary to her Duty. 2 

Yet this perſwafion being a pure effec of 
her Reaſon and Vertue, maſter'd not her at- 


ſection? 
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cern'd her repoſe, and the inconveniences ſhe 


bay 


idk. AY Pad fat, FS 


"Ga a a a @a 8 89 na 9 


The Princeſs of Cleve: 237 
feion : Her heart was ſtill for Monſieur de 
Nemours , inclining to him with that vio» 
lence, it brought her into a condition to be 
pity'd, having quite robt'd her of her re- 

poſe; never had ſhe Nights more reſtleſs 
and tormenting. In the morning, the firſt 

ſtep ſhe made, was to ſee if any one wereat 
the Window that look'd towards her Apart- 
ment; ſhe went , ſhe faw Monſieur de Ne- 
mours, and return'd with that haſte, he had 
reaſon to judge ſhe knew him. He had long 
wiſh'd ſhe might take notice of his being 
there, ſince his Paſſion had put him upon 
finding that way of ſeeing her ; and when 
he was out of hopes of that pleaſure, his 
courſe was to go muſe in the Garden where 
ſhe found him. 

Tir'd at laſt with a condition ſo unhappy 
and uncertain, he refolvd to try ſome way 
_ of knowing his Fortune: * What would I 
* ſtay for, ſaid he,I have known long enough 
© ſhe loves me ; ſhe is at liberty, and hark 
*now no Duty to plead againſt me: why 
$ſhould1 be reduc'd to ſee her, without be- 
Fing ſeen by her, and ſpeaking toher 2 Is it 
* poſſible Love ſhould ſo abſolutely take away 
*my Reaſon and my Courage, and make me 
* differ ſo much from what I havebeen in m 
* other Amours? *Twas fit I ſhould have ex- 
* preſt a reſpect for the grief ſhe was under, 

2 Fs> * Ep * but 
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© but Texpreſs it too long, and give her time 
- *to Maſter the Inclination ſhe had for me. 

After theſe Refletions, he thought of the 
means of ſeeing her ;. he thought he had no 
reaſon to conceal his paſſion any longer from 
the YVidame of Chartres, he reſolv'd to tell 
him of it, and the deſign he had for his 
Neece. F, 

The YVidame was then-at Pars, the Town 
being very full of company who came to fit 

their Equipage to attend the King, who was 
oing to conduct the Queen of Spaix, Mon- 
= de Nemaurs went to the Vidames, and 
made an ingenuous Confeſſion of. what 
he had till then conceal'd from him, except 
only Madam de Cleve's inclinations for him, 
which he would not own he knew. | 

The Yidame receiv'd all he ſaid with a 

reat deal of Joy, and aſlur'd him, that ibe- 
ore he knew:his mind, he had often thought 
(ſince Madam &e C/eve had been a Widow ) | 
ſhe was the only Lady worthy of him, /Mon- 
fieur de Nemours pray'd him to help him to 
the ſpeech of her,and lethim know the ſame 
time how he found her diſpos'd.../ . + - + + 
The Yidame propos'd to bring him-to her 
Houſe ; Monſieur de Nemoars thought- it 
might offend her, who had-not yet admitted | 
any Viſit. They agreed the Yidame ſhould 
pray her to come to his houſe, on ſome pre- 
tence 
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tence or other,and that Monſieur ds Nemours 
ſhould come to'them by a Back- ſtair, that 
no notice might be taken of it. Madam ge 
| | Clevecame, the Yidame weat to receive her, 
| | andledher into a great Cloſet at the end of 
| | his Apartment: A while after Monſieur de 
; | Nemours came in, as by chance: Madam 

de Cleve was extreamly 1urpriz'dto ſee him 
| | ſhebluſh'd, andendeavour'd to hide it. The 
: | Yzdame ſpoke of other matters, and went out 
; | asif he had been to give order about ſome- 
- | . thing. Hepray'd Madam de Cleve to uſe no 
| | Ceremony at his Houſe, and told her, he 
; | wouldrreturn preſently. 
: | It is impoſſible to expreſs the Sentiments 
, | of Monſieur de Nemours, and Madam ge 
Cleve, ſeeing themſelves alone, and in a con- 
| | dition to ſpeak to one another, as they had 
never been before. Both continu'd filent a 
| while: At length, Wil you pardon the Vi 
) .| dame, Madam, ſays Monfieur de Nemours , 
» | that he hath given me an opportunity of ſpeak» 
> | ng to youwhich you have always ſo cruelly des» 
> | nyd me? I ought not to pardon him, reply'd 
he for having forgot the condition I am in, 
and how much he expoſes my Reputation by this 
proceeding. Having ſaid fo, the would have 
 goneaway ; Monſieur de Nemours ſtaid her, 
and ſaid, Fear nothing, Madam, there's no dan- 
ger at all,no body living but the Vidame _ 
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7 amhbere. But hear 'me, Maiam, bear, if nor 
out of any kindneſs you have for me, yet for 
your own ſake, that you may be rid of the ex- 
travagancies 1 ſhall infallibly run into,through 
FP Paſſon Tcan no longer maſter. 
Madam deCleve yielded for once to the 
inclination ſhe had for Monkteur de Nemours, 
and looking on him witheyes full of kindneſs 
and charms : * But what is't you hope for, 
* ſays ſhe,from the complaiſance you defire of 
* me 2 you will perhaps repent you have ob- 
© tain'd it, and ſhall certainly repent I have 
« oranted it : You deſerve better fortune than 
£you have hitherto had, or can have for the 
« future, unleſs you ſeek it elſewhere. I ſeek 
<it elſewhere, Madam, ſays he, is there any 
« other happineſs to be found but in your 
©Love? Though I never ſpoke of it before, 
© Madam, yet I could not believe you igno- 
*rant of my Paſlion, nor imagine but you 
©* knew it the trueſt and the moſt violent that 
*eyer was or will be: what trials hath -it 
*been proof againſt that you know not of ? 
«what trials have you put it to by your Ris 
* gour 2 
* You are minded to hear me ſpeak, and I 
*am reſolv'd to do it, anſwers Madam de 
* Cleve, and with that ſincerity and clearneſs 
* you ſhall rarely meet with in thoſe of my 
« Sex ; I will not tell you I have not hadthat 
| *1nch- 
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© inclination for you, you have had for me ; 
* perhaps,ſhould I ſay it, you would not be- 
t lieve it : I will confeſs to you, 1 have not on- 
* ly been ſenſible of yours tor me, but as ſen- 
* ſible of it as you could wiſh : And were 
* you ſenſible of it, Madarn, yet not affeed 
* with itatall > May I preſume to ask,whe- 
*therit made not ſome impreſſion upon you? 
*You may judge of that by my Conduct, 
* ſays ſhe; but I would know what you 
*thought of it ? x mult be ina happier con- 
* dition than am, ſays he, betore I dare an- 
* {wer you; all i can tell you, is, I heartily 
* wiſh'd you had not conteſt to Monſieur de 
* Cleve what you hid from me, and that you 
* would have conceal'd from him what you 
© made appear to me : How came you to 
* know, replies (he bluſhing, that I conteſt any 
*thing to Monſieur de Cleve 2 I knew it from 
* your ſelf, Madam, ſays he: but that you 
* may pardon my boldneſs in liſtning to 
* your Diſcourſe: I appeal to your memory, 
* whether I made ill uſe of what I heard, 
* whether my hopes were rais'd by it in the 
* leaſt, or whether I had any greater bold- 
*neſs to ſpeak to you. 

He began to give her an account how he 
heard her diſcourſe with Monſieur de Cleve, 
but ſhe interrupted him, ſaying, * No more 
F ofthat, I ſee how you came tobe ſo well in- 
R f formed : 
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* form'd : I thought you knew it too well, 
* when the Queen-Dauphin told me the ad- 
*venture which ſhe had learnt from thoſe 
*you had made acquainted with it. 

Monſieur de Nemours gave her a particu- 
lar Relation of it : * You may ſpare your Ex- 
* cuſes, ſays (he, you have my pardon long 
* ſince,though you gave me no reaſon for it : 
© butſince I have told you what I deſign'd to 
© conceal from you whileT liv'd, I will con- 
© feſs to you, you have inſpir'd me with Sen- 
©*timentsT was altogether a ſtrangerto till I 
*ſaw you: and ſo tar from imagining my 
* ſelf capable of them, that the ſurprize 
* heightned the trouble that always attends 
*them, T am the leſs aſham'd to make you 
© this conteilion, becauſe it is made at a time 
*I can do it without crime, and that you 
© have obſerv'd my Conduct was contrary 
*to my afteftion. 

© Can you believe, Madam, ſays be, throw- 
© ing himſelf at her feet, but I ſhall die here 
* ina tranſport of joy 2 I have told you no- 
* thing, ſays ſhe ſmiling, but what you knew 
© too well before: Ah Madam, what a diffe- 
© rence there is between learning it by 
*chance, and knowing it from your ſelf, and 
© feeing withal you are willing I ſhould 
* know it : *Tis true, replies ſhe, I am willin 
* you ſhould know it, and I find pleaſure in 

* relling 
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* telling it you; yet I cannot tell but I may 
* tell it you more for my own fake, than 
* yours ; for when all is done, you are not to 
* expect any cflect ſuitable to the confeſſion 
* I have made: I am reſfolv'd to follow the ſe- 
* vereſt Rules my Duty preſcribes: You are 
* at liberty, Madam, ſays he, and under no 
* obligation of Duty, or if under any ( if [ 
* may beallow'd to ſay ſo )'tis in your power 
* to make it your duty to preſerve thoſe Sen- 
* timents you have had for me: My duty, 
© replies (he, forbids me ever to think of any 
* man, bur particularly of you, tor Reaſons 
* unknown to you : They may be unknown 
©*to me, Madam, ſays he, but they cannot be 
* good ;I believe Monſieur de C/eve thought 
* me more happy than 1 was, and that you 
* had approv'd thoſe extravagancies my paſ- 
* flon put me upon withour your conſent : 
© Let us talk no more of that Adventure, ax- 
* ſwers ſhe, 1 cannot endure the thoughts of 
*it, Iamaſham'd of it; and the conſequences 
* have been ſo fatal , it grieves me at the 
© heart: 'tis but too true you were the cauſe 
* of Monſieur de Cleve's death, the ſuſpicions 
*your inconliderate Conduct rais'd in him, 
6 coſt him his life, no leſs than if you had ta- 
ken it from him with your own hands: 
* Conſider what I ought to have done, had 


*y@u two come to the extremity of a Duel, 
R 2 * and 
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*and he had been killVd ; *tis not the ſame 
*thing in the eye of the World, but in mine 
*there's no difference, fince I know 'tis you 
* have been the cauſe of his death, and on 
*my account : Ah Madam, ſays he, what a. 
* ſhadow of fduty do you raiſe againſt my 
* happineſs ? ſhall a vain and groundlefs fancy 
* hinder you to render a man happy, whom 
* you have no unkindneſs for ? what, have I 
*had ſome ground to hope I might paſs my 
* life with you 2 hath my Fateled me to love 
"the moſt eſtimable Perſon in the World ? 
\ *haveI obſerv'd in her all that can make a 
* Miſtreſs adorable? has ſhe had no unkindneſs 
* for me? have found in her Conduct no- 
* thing but what I would deſire in my Wife ? 
*(for Madam, you are perhaps the ſole per- 
*ſon in whom theſe two things have con- 
*curr'd, to the degree they are in you; they 
© that marry Miſtreſſes who have lov'd them, 
*cannot but fear they may uſe the like Con- 
© duct towards others they have done to- 
* wards them ; but in you, Madam, I can 
© fear nothing, I ſee nothing in you but mat- 
©ter of admiration) have I had a proſpeCt of 
* ſo much felicity for no other end, but to ſee 
«it obſtructed by you? Ah Madam, you for- 
* vet you have diſtinguiſh'd me from the reſt 
* of men, or rather you have not diſtinguiſh'd 
* me, you have deceiy'd your ſelf, I havetlat- 
*ter'd my ſelf. | * Yau 


— 
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©You have not flatter'd your ſelf, ſays ſhe, 
© the Reaſons of my duty would perhaps not 
* appear fo ſtrong to me, had I not madethat 
*diſtin&tion of which you ſeem to doubt ; 
*and 'ris it gives me a Proſpect of the unfor- 
* tunate Conſequences of a nearer Engage- 
* ment with you. I have nothing to anſwer, 
* Madam, replies he, when you tell me you 
*are afraid of unfortunate Conſequences ; 
© but I confeſs, after all you have been pleas'd 
*toſay to me, I did not expect from you ſo 
*cruel a Reaſon. It is fo far from being in- 
* tended any way oftenſive to you, anſwers 
* he, Thad much ado to tell it you. Alas, 
* Madam, ſays he, how can you imagine me 
*ſo vain, to flatter my ſelf with any thing 
*you ſhall ſay to me, having heard what you 
* have already told me. + I will ſpeak to you 
* again, anſwers ſhe, with the ſame ſincerity 
* as before, and without thoſe Reſervesand 
*Niceties I ought to have in my firſt Dif- 
*courſe to you of this kind ; but I conjure 
© you hear me without interruption. 

{I think my ſelf oblig'd to give the afte- 
* tion you have for me the poor recompence 
* of letting you ſee what my Sentiments are : 
*This probably Will be the only time of my 
* life I ſhall do it in'; yet I cannot without 
© blyſhing confeſs tro you, that the certainty 
of 
- 


being no more lov'd by you, asT am, ap- 
| R 2 * pears 
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* pears to me ſodreadful a misfortune, that 
* had I not invincible Reaſons, grounded on 
* my Duty, I doubt very much whether it 
; would be in my power to expole my ſelf to 
that unhappineſs. I know you are tree, and 
"that I am fo, and that the condition of 
* things is ſuch, that the Publick perhaps 
* ſhould have no cauſe to blame you or me, 
* ſhould:we be engag'd to one another for 
"ever. But are men us'd to continue their af- 
* feftion during thoſe long Engagements ? 
*OramT to expect a Mirack in my favour ? 
* And ſhall I put my felfin a condition to ſee 
* thar paſſion atanend, in which I placeall 
* my felicity ? Monſieur de Cleve was perhaps 
*the only man in the World capable to pre- 
* ſerve and maintain a paſſion for his Wite ; 
* it was my ill fate. I was not able to reap the 
*advantage of that happineſs; and perhaps 
* his paſſion had nor laſted, but that he found 
*IT had none, but I ſhould not have the ſame 
means to preſerve yours : I believe you owe 
*your Conſtancy to the Obſtacles you have 
© met with; you ſaw enough to engage you 
*roencounter and overcome them, and my 
* actions againſt my will, or what you learnt 
* by chance, gave-you too great hopes to be 
* diſcourag'd. | F 
* Ah Madam, fays Monſieur de Nemogrs , 
Iam not able to'keep the filence you com- 
bg” BOT Fe * manded 
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*manded. me; you do me too much 1nju- 
* ſtice, aud: make it appear too clearly, you 
*are far from being prepoſleſt in my tavour : 
© I confeſs, ſays ſhe,may Paſſions may lead me, 
* but they :cannot blind me; nothing can 
© hinder me to know you-have a natural dil- 
f poſition'to Gallantry, and all thequalities 
© requiſite to give you ſucceſs; you have al- 
© ready been in lovewith ſeveral, and you 
* will be ſo again : I ſhould be no longer ſhe 
*you plac'd your happineſs in, I ſhould ſee 
*you as much for another as .you had been 
* for me: this would mortally grieve me, and 
©Tamnot ſure I could fave my ſelf from the 
* torment of Jealoufie';: I have ſaid already 
*roo much to :conceal from you, that you 
© have made me know: what. Jealouſie is, 
© and that- jt: tormented:me fo cruelly the 
* night the Queen gave me Madam de 7he- 
© mines Letter, which/it was ſaid was addreſt 
* to you, that I have'to:this moment an Idea 
© of it; [rakes me believe it the greateſt of 
© evils: There's not a woman, but out of 
$ vanity or itclination hatha mind to engage 
*you; | there are very-few | but you pleaſe; 
* my experience would make me believe 
f there is cot any bur-it1is in your power to 
* pleaſe : I ſhould think you always in love, 
* and. belov'd, and I ſhould not be often mi- 
© ten ; yet in this caſe, what remedy for 
| R 4 me. 
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*me but. patience; I queſtion much whe- 
* ther I ſhould dare complain ; a Laver ma 
* be reproach'd, but ſhall a Husband be ſo, 
© for: no other cauſe , but that he loves one ng 
* longer ?..Could I uſe my ſelf to bear a mil- 
© fortune: of this: Nature, ſhould it ever be in 
* my power to bear that of imagining I ſaw 
* Monſieur de Cleveevery hour accuſe you of 
* his Death, and reproach me I had lov'd you, 
had marry'd you, :and make me ſenſible 
* of the difference between his kindneſs and 
* yours 2 *'Tis impoſſible tor me to overcome 
© the ſtrength of.theſe Reaſons ; muſt con- 
« tinue in the condition I am 1n, and the reſo- 
£ Jution I have taken never to alter it. 

* Ha, da you think you can do it, Madan, 
* cries Monfieur:de Nemours ; do you believe 
* you can hold that.reſolution againſt a man 
© that adores you,” and hath the happineſs to 
* pleaſe you? ' ?Tis more difficult than you 
* think, Madam, :to reſiſt that which pleaſes 
* and loves us; you have done it 'by an un- 
* parallelVd ſeverity of Vertue, but that Ver- 
* tue no-longer oppoſes your aftefions, and I 
* hope you will follow your - inclination , 


* though againſt your will : I know, ſays ſhe, * 


* there's nothing more difficult than what I 
* undertake, I miſtruſt my own ſtrength-in 
*the midſt of my Reaſons: the duty I owe 
the memory of Monſieur de Cleve, wBuld 


Oy 
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© be too weak, if not ſupported by Reaſons 
* drawn from the concern of my Repoſe, and 
' *rhe intereſt of my repoſe hath need of ſup- 
* port from Reaſons grounded. on my duty to 
, ba memory : yet though I diſtruſt my ſelf, 
©] believe I ſhall never overcome my feru- 
* ples, nor havel any hopes to overcome the 
*#nclination I have for you; it will make 
* me unhappy, and I muſt deny my felt the 
* ſighr of you, how hard ſoever | ſtrain for't. 
© *T conjure you by all the power | have over 
*you, never more ſeek an occaſion to ſee 
*me: I amin a Condition makes that Cri- 
* minal, which were allowable another time ; 
© Decency forbids me all Commerce with 
*you. Monſieur de Nemours threw himſelf 
at her feet, and by his words and his tears, 
expreſs'd the tendereft and livelielt paſſion 
that ever heart was affeted with : Madam 
de Cleve was not inſenſible, and with eyes 
ſwell'd with tears,why muſt it becries ſhe. thaz 
I ſhould charge you with the Death of Monjiear 
de Cleve? why did not my firſt Acquaintance 
with you begin fince I have been at liberty, or - 
why did I not know you before I was ingag'd? 
why did Fate ſeparate us by ſuch invincible 
Obſtacles 2 There is no Obſtacle at all Madam, 
replies he, you, and you only obſtrut all my 
happineſs ; you impoſe upon your ſelf a Law 
which neither Vertue nor Reaſon require you 

| is 
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to do : 'Tis true, fays ſhe, 7 ſacrifice much 


ro a Duty which ſubiſts only in my imaginati« 


on ; have patience, and expect what time may 


produce; Monfieur de Cleve is but. newly 
dead ; the ſad 'Obje us ſo near, and ſo freſh, 
it cannot as yet but dazle my eye-fight,T ſee not 
things clearly and diſtindly as before z the 
mean time enjoy the pleaſure to know you have 
gain'd the Heart of a Perſon who would never 
have lov'd any man had ſhe not ſeen you : Be- 
lieve the Sentiments I have for you will laſt 
for ever, and whatever becomes of me, they 
will ſtill be the ſame. Farewel, ſays ſhe, 7am 
aſham'd of this Diſcourſe; I am willing you 
ſhould give the Vidame an account of it, and 1 
pray you to do it. h 

It was not in his power to ſtay her. any 
longer : As ſhe was going out, ſhe found the 
Vidame in the next Room; he ſaw her ſo 
troubled he durſt not ſpeak to her, and led 
her into her Coach without ſaying a word 
to her. He came back to Monſieur de Ne- 
mours, who was ſo full of Joy, of Grief, of 
Aſtoniſhment., of Admiration, of all thoſe 
Aﬀections that attend a paſſion fall of. hope 
and of fear, that he had not the. uſe'of; his 
Reaſon. It was a long time e're the Vidame 
could get from him an account of their Diſ- 
courſe : He had it at laſt,and (ſetting _ 
ſide) Monſ. de Chartres no leſs admir'd the 


- 
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Vertue, the Wit and Merit of Madam e 
Cleve, than Monſieur de Nemours-did : They 
confider'd what he was|reafonably to hope 
for ; and as fearful as his Love made him, he 
agreed with the Yidame F was impoſſible ſhe 
ſhould hold long in that reſolution ; yet they 
thought it neceſſary to qbey her Orders, leſt 
if the Publick ſhould take notice of his incli- 
nation for her, and ſhe ſhould declare her 
ſelf, and enter into Engagements betore the 
World, which ſhe would afterwards ſtick to, 
for fear it ſhould be thought ſhe lov'd him in 
her Hitsband's Life-rime. 

Monſieur de Nemours reſolv'd to follow 
the King, without ſo much as endeavourin 
to have ſight of Madam|de Cleve, from the u- 
ſual place, before he oy He pray'd the 
Vidame to ſpeak to her in his favour - What 
an infinite number of Reaſons did he furniſh 
him with to perfwade her againſt her Scru- 
ples ?- The Yidame thought he would never 
make an end, having made it late in thenight 
before he ended his Diſcourſe. 

As for Madam de Cleve,it was a matter ſo 
new to her, to have been out of the reſtraint 
ſhe had impos'd on her ſelf, to have endur'd 
the firſt Declaration of Love ever made to 
her, and to have 1edar'd her ſelf to be in 
Loyrthat ſhe ſcarce knew her ſelf: ſhe was 
| ama- 
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amaz'd at what ſhe had done, ſhe repented 
it, ſhe was glad of it, all her thoughts were 
full of trouble and paſlion : ſhe examin'd a- 
gain the Reaſons of her duty which obſtruct- 
ed her happineſs ; ſhe was forry to find them 
ſoſtrong, and repented ſhe had made them 
out ſo clear to Monſieur de Nemours, though 
the firſt moment ſhe ſaw him in the Garden, 
ſhe preſently had a thought of marrying him, 
but that thought had not made ſuch impreſ(- 
fion as the Diſcourſe had ſince with him ; 
and ſometimes ſhe could not comprehend 
how ſhe could be unhappy in marrying him : 
She could have wiſh'd with. all her heart ſhe 
had had no grounds for her paſt Scruples, nor 
future: At other times, Reaſon and her Du- 
ty ſhew'd her ſo many things to the contra- 
ry,that carry'd her violently into a reſolution 
not to marry again, nor ever to ſee Mon- 
fieur de Nemoars; yet this was a reſolution 
hard to be eſtabWh'd in a Heart ſo mov'd as 
hers, and fo newly abandon'd to rhe Charms 
of Love. At laſt, to be at ſome eaſe, ſhe 
thought it was not yet neceſlary to force her 
ſelf to take theſe violent reſolutions: She.had 
in decency a long time to conſider of it ; yet 
ſhe was fully reſolv'd to hold no further cor- 


reſpondence with Monſieur de Nemours. The 


Vidame came to ſee her,and ſerv'd Moyes 
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de Nemours with all the wit and induſtry 
imaginable ; but he could not perſwade her 
to alter her Condu&t, nor to revoke her ri- 
gorous Orders to Monſieur de Nemours not 
to ſee her. She told the Y:idame her Deſign 
was not to alter her condition ; that ſhe knew 
ſhe ſhould meet with ſome difficulty in put 
ting it in Execution, but hop'd ſhe ſhould be 
able to doit. She dro him ſo ſenſible how 
much ſhe was concern'd at the Opinion of 
Monſieur de Nemours having caus'd the death 
of her Husband, and how fally ſhe was con- 
vinc'd it was againſt her duty to marry him, 
that the Y:idame was afraid it would be very 
difficult to take away thoſe impreſſions. He 
did not acquaint Monſieur de Nemours with 
his Apprehenſions, but gave him an account 
of their Diſcourſe, and all the hopes a man 
who is belov'd can reaſonably have. They 
went away on the morrow to meet the King. 
The YVidame writ to/Madam de Cleve, at the 
requeſt of Monſieur 4e Nemours, to ſpeak in 
his behalf: In a ſecond Letter from the Y#- 
dame to her , Monſieur de Nemours writ a 
Line or two with his own hand ; but Madam 
.de Cleve reſolv'd to obſerveſtridtly the rules 
ſhe had preſcrib'd her ſelf, and fearing the ac- 
cidents Letters are ſubject to,writ to the Y7- 
"_ would not receive any more Letters 
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from him, if he-continu'd to mention Mon. 
fieur de Nemours ; and added ſuch Aſſevera- 
tions, that Monſieur de Nemours made it his 
requeſt to the Yidame, not to name him any 
more. 

The Court went to conduct the Queen of 
Spain as far as Poitou ; Madam de Cleve con- 
tinu'd at home: the more diſtant ſhe was 
from Monſieur de Nemours, and every thing 
that might put her in miad of him,the more 
ſhe remembred Monſteur de Cleve, whoſe 
memory ſhe made it her buſineſs to honour 
The Reaſons for her not marrying Monſieur 
de Nemours, appear'd very ſtrong on the ac- 
count of her Duty, but altogether invinci- 


ble, when ſhe conſulted her Repoſe : The O-' 


pinion ſhe had, Marriage would put an end 
to his Love, and the torments of Jealouſfie be 
the infallible Conſequent, gave her the pro- 
ſpe& of inevitable unhappineſs if ſhe con- 
ſented to his deſires ; On the other ſide, ſhe 
thought it impoſſible to refuſe ( it he were 
preſent) the moſt amiable Man inthe world, 
wir lov'd her, and whom ihe lov'd, and to 
refuſe him in a thing that ſhock'd neither 
Virtue nor Honour ; ſhe thought gothing 
but abſence and diſtance could give ker the 
power to do it ; the found ſhe ſtood in need 


of it, not only to maintain her reſqlutjon to 
be 
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\ beno further engag'd, but to keep her from 
ſeeing _— de Nemours : ſhe reſfolv'd to 
take a long Journey to paſs away the time 
ſhe was obli q in decency to hive retir'd : 
the large Poſe ons in Lands ſhe had toward 
the Pyrenees, ſhe thought the moſt on 
place ſhe could pick out. She ſet out a few 
days before the Court return'd, and writ at 
parting to the Yidame, to conjure him'not to 
think of once enquiring after her, nor wri- 
ting to her. 

Monfieur de Nemours was more troubled 
at this Journey, than another would have 
been at the Death of his Miſtreſs:the thought 
of being depriv'd a long time of the ſight of 
Madam de Cleve griev'd him extreamly,and 
the more in that it happen'd when he had 
lately enjoy'd the pleaſure of ſeeing her, and 
ſeeing her affe&ed with his Paſſion ; his affli- 
tion increas'd daily. Madam de Cleve was 
no ſooner arriv'd at her Houſe near the Py- 
renees, but ſhe fell deſperately ill. The news 
was brought to Court : Monſieur de Nemours 
'. was —_—_— his Grief proceeded to 

Deſpair and Extravagance: The Yidame 
had much ado to make him forbear ſhew- 
ing his Paſſion in publick, and was ſcarce 
able to keep him from going in Perſon to 


enquirg.how ſhe\| did. The Kindneſs and 
} - near 
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near Relation between her and the Yidame, 
was a very .good Pretence to ſend ſeveral 
Couriers to her. At laſt they brought cer- 
tain News ſhe was out of that extremity of 
danger {he had been in, but had (till a lan- 
guiſning malady that took away the hopes of 
Lie. 

This gave her a ſight of Death, both near 
and at diſtance, and repreſented to her the 
things of this world quite otherwiſe than 
they appear to thoſe in healch. The neceſ- 
ſity of dying ſhe ſaw her ſelf fo near to, 
wean'd her from the World ; and her Mala- 
dy was fo lingring, it accuſtom'd her to it, 
and made it habitual ; yet when ſhe was a 
little recover'd , ſhe found Mr. de Nemours 
was not quite defac'd out of her heart ; 
but to detend her ſelf againſt him, ſhe call'd 
to her aid all the Reaſons ſhe thought ſhe 
had againſt marrying again. After long con- 
flict, the ſubdu'd the Relicks of that Paſſion, 
which had been weakned by the Sentiments 
ſhe had in her ſickneſs ; the thoughts of death 


having reproach'd her with the memory of | 
Monſieur de Cleve, and being agreeable to © 


her duty, made deep impreſſion in hes heart. 
She ſaw clearly the Vanity of the Paſſions 
and Engagements of the World, her weak- 
neſs of Body contributed much to 


cy ; 
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| Raticy ; yer being ſenſible what power op- 


portunity hath over the fageſt reſolutions, ſe 
was unwilling to\hazard'the Breach of thoſs 
the had taken, by returning into any place 
where ſhe might |ſce him ſhe lov'd. Under 
pretence of changing the Air, ſhe retir'd into 
a Religious Houſe, without declaring a ſetled 
reſolution of quirting the Court. | 


At the firſt News of it, Monfigur Je Ne- 
mours felt the weight of her Retreat,and ſaw 
the importance of it. He beltev'd preſently 
his hopes were at an end,but omirted not any 
thing that might| oblige her to return to 
Court:He prevail'd with the Queen to write; 
he made, the Yidame not only write but go 
to her, butall to to purpoſe: the Yidame 


' ſaw her, but the tbld him ſhe had ſetled het 


reſolution. Yet ht was of opinion ſhe would 


. not xeturn to Court. At laſt Monfieur de 


Nemours went himſelf to her, under pretence 
of going to the Waters ; ſhe was extreamly 


4Jurpriz d & troubled at the news of his com- 


ng; ſhe ſent him{word by a perſon of Mes 


F rit, whom ſhe lov'd, that ſhe deſir'd him not 


to take it 11] if ſhe|did not expoſe her ſelf to 
the danger of ſeeing him, and deſtroying by- 
his preſence thoſe {ſentiments ſhe was jn duty 


| oblig'©>T® preſerve: that the deſir'd he 
ir ( E. ſhould 
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ſhould know ſhe found it -both againſt her 

+ Duty and repoſe, to yield to the inclination 
ſhe had to be his,and that thereforeall things 
elſe in the world were become ſo indifferent: 
to her, ſhe had renqunc'd them for ever, and 
taken her leave of- the World; that her 
thoughts were wholly employ'd abour the 
things of another life ; but as to this, ſhede- 
fir'd nothing elſe, but to ſee him ſo dispos'd 
as ſhe was. 


 Monfieur de Nemours was like to. have 
dy'd in the preſence of her who brought him 
the News :,. Madam de Cleve had not only 
abſolutely forbidden her to carry any Meſ- 
ſage from him, but to give her account of 
or Diſcourſe upon her delivering him the 
Meſſage from Madam de Cleve ; thus; was 
Monſieur de Nemours forc'd to part oppreſt 
with the heavieſt Grief a man is capable of, 
who hath loſt all hopes of ever ſeeing.again 
a Perſon he lov'd, not only with the maſt 
violent, bur the moſt natural and beſt'| 
grounded Paffion that. ever was. Yet he was 
got fo diſcourag'd, but he us'd all Means 
imaginable to induce her to alter her'defign :- | 
Atlaſt, after ſeveral years, Time and Abſence 
abated his Grief, and extinguiſh'd his Flame :- 


Madam de Cleve liv'd a Lite that "3 
| | all 
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all appearance ſhe would ever return to 
Court : One part of the year ſhe ſpent in 
the Religious Houſe, and the other part at 
her own, but retir'd and employ'd conſtant- 
ly in Exerciſes |more holy than the fevereſt 
Covents can. pretend to: Her Life, though 
ſhort, having left us a multitude of Examples 
of inimitable Vertues. ' 


Some B 0 OK S Printed 
for R. Bentley. 


| © Folio, 


Beumenrh and Fletcher's Plays in one 
Volume, containing 5 Plays. 
2. Mr. William Shakeſpear's Plays in one 
Volume. - |! 
2. Towerſon's Works compleat in one Vo- 
lame. | 
4. Dr. Alleftrys Sermons in.one Volume. 
5. Dr. Comber's Works, the four Parts in one 
\Volume..+ |... 
6. The Council of Trent ; By Father Pol 
p Toriano's Ttaliau Di&ionary. 4 
Mr. Miltor's Paradice loſt, with r3 Cop- 
per Cuts'finely engraved, - to os Cs the 
whole Poem. 
9. Milton's Paradice Regain'd ; inthe ſame 
Mrs ws Paper and Print, co bios wie 
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| 10. Fodina Regal; or, the Hiſtory of the 
—Laws of Mines; By Sir Fohn Pettrus.- 
1x, Biſhop. Brownrig's Sermons. 


ONO Boggs in Snares. « Wo 
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1. The Burnt Child dreads the Fire, 

2. A Treatiſe of our Sanguinary Laws a- 
eainſt Papiſts. 

2. Dr. 1 hithy's Anſwer to 8. Creſſy. 

4 Mr.. Nathanael Lee's Plays in one Vo- 
-; Jume.. _ 


5. "Mr, Thomas Ow) S Plays! in one Volume. 
; Books in Octavo. | 


'Þ . Dr. Whitby, Of Idolatry. 

2. Dr; Whitby, Of -Hoſt-Worſhip. . - (1 .;. | 

33+ The Life of the Marſhal Zurenne.” .. .- 

4- Os Secret Hiſtory of the Houſe of Me- 
ns. /'..- 

5. Cornelius  Agrippa , Of the Vanity « o 
Arts and Scientes. | 

6: 0: ogy «each Qemers Edir 13- ws. 
7. Lipfius, Of Conſtancy. * : 

8 Agiates, Queen of Sparta. Wt 

Oi Necoroth, 

JO. Pluralizy of Worlds, Tranſlated by Me. 
| Glanvil. 
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11. Boylo's her of Poetry ; Tranſlated by 
Mr. Soames. | 

12. Poems and Songs, By Mr. Cuts. 

13. Sir Fames Chamberlain's Poems. 

14. Mr. Coppinger's Poems. 

15. Madam Colonna's Memoirs. / 
16. Hudibrai compleat, in Three Parts, * 
17. Seeca's Morals;By Sir Roger ' Eft range. 
18. Comber's Companion to the Altar. 

19. Godfre ey of| Boloign ; A Poem. 
20. Plato's Aj tw of Socrates. 
21, Natural Hiſtory of the Paſſions. 


Books in Duodecimo. 


I. Preſent State of England. 
2. Enter into thy Cloſer. 

3 pens Eſſays, 'in Four Volumes. 
rfe& School of Inſtructions for the 
© cers of the Mouth. | 
5. A Proſpect of Humane Miſery. | 

6. Vanity of Honour , Wealth and Ple- 
-- ſure. = 1 
. Biſhop Andrews's Devotions. 
,E ovent-Garden Drollery. 
g9.-Zelinda ; A Romance. 
10. Happy Slave. + 
11. Hatige, or the got Tam ameray. \? 


12. als Genet 
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Triumphe of Lave. 
14. Obliging Miſtreſs. 

15. Untortyngte Hero. | 
16. Countels of Selibury. | 
17. Count 7; eckely. | 

18. Eſſex and EJzzgþeth. 

19. The Pilgrim. 

2. | 
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21, The CharaGer of Love, 

22, Don Henrick, 

23. Princeſs of; Fez, * 

24. Marce Chriſt ianiſſimas. 

25. Gallant Ladies ;. in two Parts. 
26. Victorious Lovers. 


2.7. Love in a Nynnery. 

28. Duke of Loraip, -r[4 
29. Minority pf St, Lewis. 
39, Queen of, Hajerea. | - 
31. Count de Soyſops.. 
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34: Pialo 18 4 the Dead;in Two Paets, 


34. Neapo tan ; or, the Defender gf;;;his 
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35- Inftruftions for 4 young Noblemay. s 
. 36. Five Love-Letters from 8 Nun to & Coe 


: valier. ovlg vwongtt C1 
37. Five Layehetters tram he Cayelicrun 
*- Anſwer to theNbþe's. ww AS .£ 
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} $. Religio Laici, im a Letter to Mr. Dry- 
en. 
39. Count Gabalis. 
40. The chaſt Serag/ioy. 
41, Rules of Civility. 
42, The Extravagant Poet. 
43. New Diſorders of Love. 
44 Ottoman Gallantry ; or, The Life of the 
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